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Warm... then cold... warm... then windy!!! 

 

It has been a January; I don't think I have ever had a 
year where we started a week at -45 and no buses to only 
have students taking off their jackets the following day at 
recess because they were too warm.  

 

I want to talk about working towards our new playground. 
For the last two years, the SCC and our school have been 
working hard to update our space. For all of those who 
have given financially, time in volunteering, or organizing 
fundraisers... the hugest of thank you’ s from all DES 
staff and students. The support from this community is 
unmatched.  

 

Our one structure, I think it is the older of the two, has 
seen better days and with no slide and constantly replacing 
the wood boards, we will be getting rid of it as soon as the 
snow is gone. This may be the one all of the families grew 
up on in Delisle and you probably all have an epic wipe out 
story that you can tell you children, maybe even your 
future grandchildren.  

 

I was fortunate enough to grow up in the area my father 
and his family grew up in. As kids, we would hit the St. 
John Bosco playground, and my Dad and uncles would tell 
us stories about broken windows, falling off the tire 
swings, and all the scars they accumulated from the 
choices they made. I remember changing the playground. 
The old timber structures that we thought were so fun 
were taken away one summer. It's funny because I can 
still remember the smell of the chemical or stain from the 
logs and lumber. The crazy piece is, as the playground 
changed and school changed, the stories still stayed the 
same. We played the same games, we had the same wipe 
outs, usually because we did something we shouldn't have.  

 

Prior to moving last December, where Kelly and I built our 
house backed a school in Martensville. From our backyard 
we could hear the conversations of the children at the 
park, sometimes funny... sometimes very inappropriate. For 

us, being able to send Grady, Isla and Lawson to these 
spaces, was a huge reason why we built there.  

 

I think about this in our school... actually all schools. The 
balance between history and change. I have said this many 
times before, the schools that our students attend, are 
different than the ones we attended. This is not just the 
physical structures, but how we teach and how we 
understand learning and our students.  How we offer 
education has changed, but schools really haven't, and the 
reason for this is the people. We must learn to keep up 
with some of the changes but when I deal with situations 
at school, I can always make connections to memories of 
when I was a student. The classroom looks different, the 
overall experience doesn't seem that way.  

 

As we make changes to the playground area, there will be 
some emotion, but the change in structure doesn't me 
change in experience. This space will open the door for 
more people to create their own memories and stories to 
pass down. Let's just hope they are safe ones! 

 

As we start to plan to get this playground in the ground, 
we are still looking for support. Both financially and with 
volunteer time. We will be reaching out in the next few 
months to organize. Regardless of the amount, we are 
looking for anything our community can provide. We are 
almost there; I can almost hear the children, and I wonder 
what stories will they tell their children. 

 

Jesse Reis 

DES Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Important Dates: 

• Wednesday, Jan. 29th— SCC Meeting—7pm—all welcome to attend 

• Friday, Jan. 31st—No Classes—Preparation Time for staff 

• Monday, Feb. 3rd—Ski Trip Info being sent home with all Gr. 5 and Gr. 6 students 

• Tuesday, Feb. 4th—deadline SCC B ingo Raffle Prizes—classroom baskets 

• Friday, Feb. 7th—School Skating—Grade 1 & Grade 2 

• Friday, Feb. 7th—Progress Reports published through Edsby for Kindergarten students 

• Friday, Feb. 14th—School Skating—Kindergarten ACE 

• Monday, Feb. 17th—Friday, Feb. 21st—No Classes—Winter Break 

• Wednesday, Feb. 26th—Pink Shirt Day 

• Thursday, Feb. 27th—Ski Trip Forms for Gr. 5 & Gr. 6 students due 

• Friday, Feb. 28th—DES SCC BINGO @ Delisle Town Hall—doors open at 5:30—games at 
6:30pm—concession for snacks available 

• March 3rd—7th—Scholastic Book Fair at DES 

Thank you! 

• Ellen Fraser for donating baking for our breakfast program a few times a month 

• To the very generous financial (and anonymous) donation to our HBHM Breakfast Program 

• Prairie Centre Credit Union—Delisle Branch—for the $10,000.00 donation to the Accessible Playground! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten—Monica Koroluk 

Grade 1—Kendra Mason 

Grade 2/3—Alyssa Willems 

Grade 3/4—Terence Niedermaier 

Grade 4—Paris Burgess 

Grade 5—Carly Melnyk 

Grade 5/6—Sarah Jackson 

Grade 6—Mary Foster 

Principal—Jesse Reis 

Vice-Principal—Amy Korver 

Learning Support Teacher—Brie Fritz 

 

Learning Support Teacher—Anita Roston 

Administrative Assistant—Teresa Shirley 

E.A.—Carol Lynn Thomas 

E.A.—Connie Schnitzler 

E.A.—Corry Junop 

E.A.—Crista Gessell 

E.A.—Jami Hill-Wilcox 

E.A.—Lindsay Silvernagle 

E.A.—Jodi Inkster 

Library Technician—Kristian dela Cruz 

Custodian—Shelley Skibinsky 

 



 

DES was very  

fortunate to receive a 
classroom grant from  

CF Industries. 

This grant will allow  

us to host the  

Saskatchewan Science  

Centre at DES 

Rylan Wiens was at DES on Friday, 
January 17th. Rylan attended school 

at Pike Lake, DES& DCS. He is a      
Canadian diver, most recently winning 
a bronze medal at the Paris Olympics 

in July 2024.His message of goal   
setting, perseverance and hard work 

was shared with everyone at DES. We 
are very proud of Rylan for his 

achievements and feel very fortunate 
to have had the opportunity for him to 
share his journey and message with us.  



DES Accessible Playground Fundraising Efforts 
 

We continue to fundraise for the development of a new accessible playground 
that will allow all kids to play and enjoy. 

The following have generously donated to our project thus far: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Also several donations that 
came through the fundraising 

efforts of our  
SCC Annual Fun Night. 

Personal donations from local 
students and community     
members have also been        

received. 
We appreciate every single  

penny as we collect and build 
this community project for all. 

Barrier Free Saskatchewan 

“Let’s Be Accessible” 

barrierfreesaskatchewan.org 
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