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AD MI N I ST RATO RS MESSAGE
I look forward to our annual Christmas concert
next week where our students are performing
"The Not-So-Silent Night." It is such a wonderful
way for our school and community to gather and
celebrate Christmas,

In January we will have a couple staff changes.
We welcome back Mr. Nokinsky as he returns to
Grade 5. Mrs. Watier will be starting her
maternity leave at Christmas and Mr. Vikse will
be taking over in Grade 1. We wish Mrs. Watier
all the best in starting her new family and we are
excited Mr. Vikse can continue on our staff.

On behalf of the staff of Hague Elementary I wish
all of you a Merry Christmas. May you be blessed
with the company of friends and family and a
joyful new year. Thank-you all for being our
partners in learning.

SUPERVISION
Help keep our school safe by ensuring that
students do not come to school before B:40 a.m.
unless they are here for an extra-curricular
activity.

Staff are busy in the morning preparing for the
day and we do not have supervisors on until
B:40.
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Mrs. Tracey Young - Principal
Mrs. Joyce Bowerc - Vice-principal
Mrs. Pat Wagner - Admin Assistant
December 5'n.2014

SICK STUDENTS
Please keep sick children at home. We
understand that it is important for children to try
to tough it out sometimes, but we also have to do
our best to keep contagious diseases from
spreading. Thanks for helping us protect the
health of all students.

COLD WEATHER
We have -25 degrees for a guideline for
indoor/outdoor recess. Please ensure your child
is dressed for the weather!!

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Our Christmas concert is on Thursday,

December L1th. You are invited to watch 'The

Not-So-Silent Night'. There wil l be a morning
performance at 1"0:30 and there also wil l be an
evening performance at 6:30, Doors wil l open 40
minutes before concert time. A silver collection
box will be available, to help cover the cost of
various costumes and props.

Some of our piano students who take
lessons from Shbrry Derksen and Karen Wiens
will perform a number of piano pieces just
before each concert performance at L0:00 and
6:00 .Thanks for your understanding and support.



CHRISTMAS FOOD HAMPER
Once again, we will have a food hamper box located outside of the school office. You may drop off

non-perishable items to benefit the less fortunate. The Hague Ministerial will direct the hamper[s) in the
appropriate manner. The hamper box wil l be out unti l Wednesday, December LBth. Thank you-for your
generosity.

DIVISION II CHOIR
Our choir has been busy practicing the past several weeks. The choir wil l sing at the Nursing

Home in Rosthern on Tuesday, December 16th at 10:00 and at L1:00 the choir wil l sing at Valley Action.
Then on Wednesday, December 17th the choir will travel to Saskatoon Lawson Heights Mall and sing at
noon at the food court. All travel is by bus.

Parents are welcome to come out and hear the choir sing at the Mall. Children love to see their
parents and grandparents at these events. Please join usl

SCHOOL SruTING
Strap on the blades because skating time is here again. Students from all grades will have the
opportunity to go skating with their class over the next couple of months. Often different classrooms are
sharing skating times allowing some more experienced skaters to work with our beginners.

Parents are more than welcome to come help tie skates and then join us on the ice. A reminder
that students must wear a helmet and mitts or gloves when they are skating. If need be, the school has a
limited number of skates and helmets that students may borrow, however we encourage students to
bring their own.
Winter in Saskatchewan.......,....have to go for a skate!

TRAFFIC SAFETY
We like to encourage a Safety First approach in making our streets safer for children. Parents can help in
the following ways:

- DO drive slowly and with caution in the school zone. 30 KM in school zone.

- DO encourage your children to cross safely, NOT BETWEEN THE BUSES. This also goes for parents!

- DO come into the school to pick up your children.

- DO NOT park in the bus zone. We have busses coming in and out during the day.

- DO NOT park behind staff vehicles in the parking lot.



COLD WEATHER BUS5INq POLTCY
* Buses will not run if the combined temperature/wind-chill is -40 degrees or below. Environment
Canada "Saskatoon" temperatures shall be used as a guide for all Prairie Spirit School Division schools
except Duck Lake and Leask will use "Prince Albert" temperatures. Prairie Spirit will also post cold
weather/bussing info on their website www.spiritsd,ca by 7:00 a.m. Also check the Prairie Spirit website
at www.spiritsd.ca under the heading Bus Cancellations.

* Buses will not run if conditions such as blowing snow, fog or heavy rain impair visibility and cause
dangerous travel conditions. Drivers, who know the conditions of their own route the besf will make this
decision. The Board has instructed the drivers that safety should be foremost in their decisions.

* If buses that do not run at the regular time in the morning because of mechanical problems may be
cancelled but are only cancelled for the morning run. If the bus cannot get fixed or a spare bus is not
available the driver will need to contact the school and also inform the families about cancellation of the
afternoon run.

* These radio stations will be notified by the conveyance Manager:
FM stations - C95, ROCK 102.7 and92.9
AM stations - CJWW 600, CKOM NTR 650

* There will be no early dismissal due to deteriorating weather conditions. If it is determined at the
regular dismissal t ime that buses should not run, bus students wil lgo to their in-town bil lets and families
willbe notif ied.

* In the event that buses do not run, the schoolwill remain open. Rural parents are welcome to transport
their children at any time during the day if they feel it is safe to travel.

Student Assessment:
Preparing for the "real world"
fresponding to the needs of modern sooety
CInd 27st century learning,

Prairie Spirit progress report$ for Grade I - g
students now u$e a learning progressisn scale to
report stu dan t progrsss.

Students are acrountable to the goals and
expectationr of th e Prqvincial Curriculurn, rather
than comparing $tudeflts to each other.

6p lo tlre Prairb Spkif sssessrnent blag for more
fnJornoofr-on;

earningZlearning.ca
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LOST'N FOUND

Please check out the lost and found bin, located in the Elementary entrance, for any items that may
belong to your family.

Any items left after December 19 flast school dayJ will be donated to charity.

2074 - 2075 EVENTS CALENDAR

Thursday, December 11 - Christmas Concert

Friday, December L9 - Last school day for students

Monday, December 22 - Frida,y, |anuary Z,20IS - Christmas Break

Monday, January 5, 2015 - Classes resume for students

Friday, fanuary 30 - Teacher Prep Time - N0 CLASSES

Monday, February 16- Family Day - NO SCHO0L

Tuesday, February 17 - Friday, February 20- Mid-term Break - N0 scH00L

Monday, February 23 - Classes resume for students

Friday, March - 20 - Teacher Prep Time - NO CLASSES

Thursday, April 2 - No scHOol - Day in lieu of evening conferences

Friday, April 3 - Good Friday - N0 SCHOOL

Monday, April 6 - Friday, April 10 - Easter Break - N0 SCHOOL

Monday, May 18 - Victoria Day - N0 SCHOOL

Friday, |une 26 - Last day of school for students-progress reports go home

Monday, fune 29 - Teacher Work Day

Tuesday, |une 30 - Teacher Prep Day / School year Ends

to our Hague Elementary families and friends. May

happy, healthy

your Christmas season

and prosperous year.blessed one! Best wishes for 2015 that it be a

bea
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Sponsored by your School Community Council

Learning around the house
Children often like to play

school at home. With winrer
break coming up, encourage
your youngster to set up
"learning centers" just like
her teacher has at school.
She'll enjoy being both
teacher and student-and
she's sure to learn a lot. Here
are ideas.

Dig and find
Help your youngster pour rice into

a wide, shallow container, such as a
baking dish. She could bury magnetic
letters in it and dig them up one at a time
until she can make a word. Or she might

For a story set in a forest, she may get
plastic animals. Add paper and pencil
so she could write a new opening or an
alternate ending. She'll practice reading
for meaning as she visualizes the action
or thinks of different plot twists.

Order and arrange
Let your child gather things to put in

order. For instance, have playing cards that
she canstackfrom I (ace) to 10 orScrab-
ble tiles for her to line up from A toZ. Or
write decimals (0.05, 0.7, 1.5) on separare
slips ofpaper for her to arrange from
smallest to largest.?

estimate how much rice a bucket will hold
and use measuring cups to check. Finally,
have her hide small items (paper dip,
coin, plastic toys) in the rice and move a
magnet through ir-she'll discover which
items are attracted to it.

Read and perform
Suggest that your youngsrer pick a

few of her books and collect items to act
out the stories. She can put each book
and its props in azipperbag.Fxample:

Keep the holidays simple-
and everyone happy-with these
stress-ftee suggestions:

really enjoys, and drop the others.
Tip; Exercise is a known stress-reducer,

o Some families just rry to do too l: t
much! Setde on rhe one or rwo .{,/holiday traditions that everyone "-;

so include an active tradition like a family softball game or hike.

I Tty tg stick to your youngster's routine as much as possible. For example, if you
have a long drive to Grandma's house, let him ride in his pajamas. He can listen to
an audio book and fall asleep in the car at his usual bedtime.V

lVhere is itt
If you give your child a

U.S. map, how quickly can he find all
the cities with NFL teams? Kids tend
to be more interested in maps when
the locations relate to thefu interests
or lives. Another idea is to show him
a state map, and tell him to point
out all the cities he has visited or
ridden through.

Donate recyclables
Many families will have leftover card-
board boxes, wrapping paper, or
greeting cards this winter. Ask your
youngster's classroom teacher and art
teacher if they could use the items for
projects. Sending in recyclables is an
easy way to support your child's edu-
cation and to show her that vou're
thinking about her school.

Meet the babysitter
When you need a sitter for your
youngster, consider letting him meet
her ahead of time. Invite her over so
your child can show her around your
home and tell her what he likes to
play with. Afterward, go over rules
for homework, TV use, and snacks,
and point out safety items (emer-
gency phone numbers, first aid kit,
flashlight).

lYorth quoting
"No act of kindness, no matter how
small, is ever wasted." Aesop

Lisa: "Do you
want to hear a
construction
joke?"

faclc "Sure."

Lisa: "I'm still
working on it."

@ 201 4 Besources for Educators, a division of CCH IncoDorated
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Responsible
for myself

Who canJohn count on to make
sure his schoolwork gets tumed in?
John! That's because his parents
taught him that he's responsible for
his own learning and for the choices
he makes. Consider this advice for
raising a responsible youngster.

Learning. It's up to your child to listen
to his teacher and complete assignments
she gives him. Ask him to think of other ways he could take
responsibility as a student. He might say he should bring
home school library book for a'project or let you know if he
is struggling with math,

fr
Decisions. If your youngster
makes a mistake, encourage
him to ownup to it. Kids
sometimes get into the habit
of blaming others. ("Indoor
Frisbee was her idea!")
You'll help him see the con-
nection between his deci
sion and the consequence
by saying something like,
"You decided to take your
sister's advice, and you
broke a vase." Tip: When

he does admit responsibility for a mistake, try not to get angry.
Instead, ask, "How could you fix it?" or "What did you learn
from this?"?

"Thank you,
teachertt

Your child will bring a smile to his
teacher's face withhomemade gifts like
these.

Cookbook
Here's a gift

that les the
teacher fty some
of your family's
favorite dishesl Help
your youngster collect family recipes
from your kitchen or from relatives. He
can write and illusrate each one on a
piece ofpaper. Then, have him decorate a
cover, punch t'wo holes on the left side of
each page, and tie yam through the holes.

Picture frame
For this colorful idea, your child needs

a box of crayons and a picture frame with
a wide, flatborder. Let him use craft or
wood glue to stick crayons or crayon
pieces all over the frame. Inside the frame,
he could put a class picture or a photo of
himself with his teacher.V

is one of the best ways to prevent the
spread of germs and help keep everyone
healthy This activity will show your
child how germs spread-and motivate
her to wash up.

l. Ask her to wet her
hands, and then sprinkle
them with gliuer (to
represent germs).

2. Let her touch a
counter top or door-
knob. Next, you
touch the same spot.
She just shared her

"genns'r with you! Point out that the
same thing happens with real germs.

3. Have her try to wash the glitter offwith
water only and then with soap and,water.
Shell see that she needs soap to get rid

of the "germs." Be sure to
have herwipe them off
the counter, too.

Nota Suggest that she
think about her glitter
germs toremindherself
to wash her hands before
meals, after using the
bathroom, andwhen she
coughs or sneezes.?

Play with vocabulary
Qt Sndying,vocabulary words is not
my daughter\ favonte thing. Are there
ways to mahe it more fun for her?

A: Sure! You could tum study time into
game time with ideas like these.

Letyour daughter write each word on a
muffin tin liner and put the liners in a mullin pan. Take turns tossing a coin into the
pan. When it lands on a word, the player can either give is definition or use it in a sen-
tence. If you define or use the word correctly keep the liner. If not, leave it in the pan.
Then, it's the next person's turn.

For the second game, have her write vocabulary words on a beach ball using a
washable or dry-erase marker. Toss the ball back and forth. when you catch it, define
a word your right hand is touching. The other player has to guess your word based on
the definition.

Nota For both games, keep her textbook or a dictionary nearby to check definitions.?

Glitter ttgermstt

Handwashing
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