
I’m finding it once again an 
amazing thing that we’re 
already at the week before 
Christmas holidays! Where 
do the school days go? 
The snow seems to be dis-
appearing all around us 
with the warm tempera-
tures the last couple 
weeks. The sun has reap-
peared after that week of 
frost and fog we put up 
with – and with the sun 
some melting tempera-
tures. Hopefully we’ll still 
see a whiter Christmas for 
everyone to enjoy and for 
some snow activities to 
help pass the break. 
If you were here for the 
Christmas Family Fun Night 
then you had a chance to 
enjoy some songs, games, 
snacks and crafts. As al-
ways it’s a great chance for 
us to get together and cel-
ebrate the Christmas sea-
son together. We also 
were selling the Communi-
ty Calendars for those who 
wanted to pick theirs up. If 
you’ve ordered one this 
year, please pick it up at 
the school office. Same 
price as previous years for 
ten dollars. We were also 
selling some Football cloth-
ing items as well as the 
Cold Cats shirts. They are 
still available for those who 
want them. 

There were a lot of op-
portunities this month to 
contribute to some food 
hampers and I want to 
celebrate what a great 
response we had, wheth-
er it was support through 
food donations, money 
donations, or a combina-
tion. We are committed 
to keeping those dona-
tions for local families 
who can use them. Thank 
you for your generous 
spirit during this season. 
I’m proud of you all for 
your part. 
The Grade 12s made it 
out to their first week of 
Work Experience in De-
cember. What a great 
program that is and the 
students are lucky to have 
the opportunity available 
to them to “try a career” 
on for size to confirm 
that it’s for them or (and 
just as important) that it’s 
not for them.  The sec-
ond week is coming up in 
February on the week 
following the school Win-
ter Break. We’ll keep you 
posted. Grade 12 stu-
dents, keep checking the 
bulletin boards for Ca-
reers info as it comes to 
the school. Scholarship 
and bursary info is also 
found at the link on the 
bulletin board. 

Parents, remember that 
the PowerSchool program 
has a parent access fea-
ture that you can register 
to use to check up on 
how your son or daughter 
is doing through their as-
signments. There are a 
number of great features 
available, including just 
seeing a snapshot of their 
progress. It was a handy 
tool for students and fami-
lies to access when we 
were having division re-
port card program glitches 
with printing out the pa-
per copies. Contact us to 
help you sign up for this if 
you want to give it a try. 
Our basketball teams have 
been already into practic-
es for a couple weeks, and 
I know that curling and 
drama are in the prepara-
tions for their seasons as 
well! What fun it is to be a 
student! 
That’s all for now.  For 

further information and 

updates from the students 

and classrooms, check out 

our school website at 

http://blogs.spiritsd.ca/

hanley/.  As always, Mr. 

Anderson and I would 

love to talk to you if you 

have time to drop by the 

office or give us a call. 

Talk to you soon. 
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Substitute Educational Associates Required 
Hanley Composite School is looking for people to apply as substitute Educational Associates. 
Educational Associates provide assistance to students who require additional supports. Can-
didates must have a Grade 12 diploma from a provincially recognized institute. A valid driv-
er’s license is preferred. 
Required skills and abilities include:  

Ability to maintain strict confidentiality in school operations. 
Ability to work as a team player. 
Excellent interpersonal skills. 
Ability and knowledge to perform lifting of students when required. 
Willingness to provide personal care to students. (Training will be provided as needed). 

Under direction of the principal, special education resource teacher, and classroom teacher, 
duties as a substitute Educational Associate may include: 

Assisting with learning activities and basic life skills. 
Supervising students in the classroom, playground, hallways, or lunch area. 
Assisting assigned students with communication, reading, speech, assignments, tests, and 

comprehension of presented curriculum based on the student’s Inclusion and Inter-
vention Plan.  

Perform other duties and tasks as required to ensure students’ health, safety and educa-
tional needs are met. 

Remuneration as a substitute Educational Associate is $ 15.52 per hour. 
If you are interested, please contact Lisa Button (lisa.button@spiritsd.ca) for questions or 
assistance filling fill out the online application for Substitute Educational Associate at Prairie 
Spirit School Division: 
https://www.applitrack.com/spiritsd/onlineapp/default.aspx?Category=Substitutes+-+All 

https://www.applitrack.com/spiritsd/onlineapp/default.aspx?Category=Substitutes+-+All


narrative using first, next, 

then and last and shared their 

piece with their peers. We 

are also focusing on vowels 

and we have been enjoying 

various songs to help with 

this learning. In Social Studies, 

we have just completed a 

large map of Hanley and are 

discussing the different roles 

It has been a very busy 

month in our classroom. We 

have been working on place 

value by understanding how 

many tens and ones repre-

sent a number. In literacy, we 

have been working on first, 

next, then and last language in 

our reading and writing. Stu-

dents have created a personal 

and jobs within a community. 

We have a busy week ahead 

with art, winter carnival activ-

ities and STEM Christmas 

challenges.  

Merry Christmas from 

Grades 1 and 2! 

Grades 1 & 2 

morning and reading her 

message to us. Our class had 

so much fun preparing 

“Rudolph the Red Nosed 

Reindeer” for Family Fun 

Night and we have been sing-

ing many other Christmas 

songs and learning new holi-

day-themed poems. We had a 

great time enjoying Christmas 

crafts and cookies with our Kin-

dergarten families during our 

Family Christmas afternoon this 

month. Wishing everyone a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy 

Holiday season!  

Our Kindergarten classroom 

is full of excitement as 

Christmas quickly approach-

es! We have been writing let-

ters to Santa, creating Christ-

mas cards and working on 

other holiday projects. Stu-

dents look forward to finding 

our classroom elf every 

Kindergarten  

Hanley School has several students 
 with nut allergies. 

 Just a reminder we are a 
 NUT ALERT school. 

         Please make sure your child does not              
                  bring nuts or nut 
     products to school. Make sure to                          
           check packaging. 

 



working on addition and sub-

traction with Mr. Hutchinson, 

however they are learning up 

to 1000! For ELA, we have 

paused our centres and will 

continue them in the New 

Year, along with our word 

work and sharing. Meanwhile, 

we have wrapped up our au-

thor study, wrote and mailed 

friendly letters to Santa, as 

well as are continuing to 

work on our paragraph skills 

during writer’s workshop. 

For social studies, we sure 

enjoyed sharing our family 

trees with the class and talk-

ing about where some of our 

ancestor are from. In science, 

the grade twos and I continue 

our animal unit, however the 

grade threes have just fin-

ished their learning about 

forces and magnetism with 

Mr. Block. I hope everyone 

has a very Merry Christmas 

and I look forward to seeing 

everyone in the New Year!  

Happy Holidays! December is 

always a fun, yet busy time of 

the year! Our family fun night 

went off without a hitch, and 

lots of smiles were shared 

throughout the evening! The 

grade twos have begun a new 

unit on adding and subtracting 

to twenty. Please help them 

practice mental math at home 

to strengthen their math skills. 

This will help them throughout 

our current unit, as well as lat-

er in the year when we are 

working with larger numbers. 

The grade threes are also 

Grades 2 & 3 

that goal this week. The kids 

have been quizzing each oth-

er in class and big improve-

ments have been made. We 

have been creating some 

beautiful winter and seasonal 

art, including our door deco-
ration for the school con-

test. Our theme is a Christ-

mas video game. The stu-

dents have had a blast with 

our Countdown to Christ-

mas S.T.E.M. Challenges: 

reindeer relays, candy cane 

deliveries, sleigh ramps, bliz-

zards in jars, candy cane dis-

solving, math games and 

online engineering and sci-

ence games. The class will 

watch a movie on the last day 

before break. I will supply 

popcorn and students are 
welcome to bring a special 

drink and any other snacks 

they may want. Merry Christ-

mas to you all and all the best 

in 2019! 

The Grade 4s have had a busy 

month preparing for Christmas! 

The students performed so 

well at the Family Fun Night! 

Thanks to everyone who came 

out and supported the kids. 

The 4s have been working on 
Christmas stories. There are a 

lot of sleigh disasters that Santa 

needs to be rescued from! Also 

a surprising amount of Christ-

mas bunnies! In math we have 

been attempting to learn all of 

our facts up to 12x12 by the 

break. We will almost achieve 

Grade 4 



Grade 5 

Grades 5 & 6 

Dear Santa, 
 

It has been a wonderful month 

in the Grade 5 class and they all 

deserve to have a wonderful 

Christmas this year!  Did you 

know that they have been pre-

tending to be you this month 

and have been secretly giving 

gifts and kind notes to one an-

other? They have also been en-

joying this season with singing 

Christmas carols and telling fun-

ny jokes!  They made snowflakes 

with the Grade 9 class and then 

performed Christmas Drama 
Circles with them!  The Grade 

9’s hadn’t done it before so they 

weren’t quite as good as we are 

when it comes to improv! We 

hope they come again so we can 

teach them some more of our 

The grade 5/6 class is so excited 

for the winter break we can 

hardly contain ourselves.  We 

will continue to work on deci-

mals up until the break.  In Lan-

guage Arts we are focusing on 

writing techniques and gram-
mar.  In Science the students are 

researching about different top-

ics about weather.   

awesome skills!   

Santa, please will you give the 

Grade 5’s an extra little treat 

or two in their stockings this 

Christmas? They have 

worked very hard at learning 

division!  I hope they will 

continue to work on those 

multiplication tables over the 

holiday.  Maybe you can put 

some flashcards in their 

stocking?!! They’ve also 

worked hard with their 

groups in Social Studies dis-

covering the early explorers.  

They have been reading and 

writing like crazy!  Please, 

don’t take the letters you’ll 

receive from their favorite 

villains seriously!  You’ll no-

tice they say “Dear Santa, I 

can explain!” They did a won-

Thanks to everyone who was 

able to donate to our class 

raffle basket.  The money 

from the baskets is divided up 

between the classes in the 

elementary end to be used 

for special projects or to help 

pay for a field trip.   

 

derful job of pretending they 

were the villain and writing 

that letter to you, trying to 

persuade you to give them a 

gift.  Maybe you could put a 

fancy new pen in their stock-

ing this year to encourage 

their writing? 

Have a Merry, Merry Christ-

mas Santa!  Oh, and if you 

could let those parents all 

know what we’ve been up to 

this month, that would be 

great! 

 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Menshenfriend 

i

n

Ms. Bishop Moisan 



“Temperature and Heat”.   

The last day of class before 

Christmas Break is Decem-

ber 21.  In the morning, I like 

to have the class help me or-

ganize and tidy up before the 

break. Then, I like to play 

games with them before 

lunch.  I prefer board games, 

dice games and card games.  

It is an opportunity to enjoy 

each other’s company and to 

I can hardly believe Christmas is 
around the corner!  This year is 
zipping by!  The class has contin-
ued to work hard!  In ELA, the 
class continues to explore mys-
teries and intrigue.  In math, we 
are still focused on fractions and 
solving various types of equa-
tions.  In social studies, we have 
begun looking at ancient forms 
of governance and are leading 
ourselves towards feudalism.  
Finally, in science, the class has 
been exploring the concepts of 

socialize.  We are generally 

called down to Christmas 

dinner by 12 noon (you won’t 

have to pack a lunch for your 

child! J).  The meal will finish 

around 1:00 and students and 

staff will return to their class-
rooms.  In the afternoon, the 

Grade 7 class usually settles 

in to wrap up the day with a 

holiday movie.  It is a great 

day to spend with students.  I 

look forward to it every year! 

Grade 8 

Art is focused in on Eastern 

Woodland paintings. In Home 

Ec., the students have been 

learning about eggs and in IA, 

they have continued to weld 

and work with small engines. 

Resumes have been the hot 
topic in Careers, just as Elec-

tricity has been in Science. In 

Phys. Ed., the students have 

been working to improve 

their basketball skills while 

also playing a variety of 

games. Happy holidays and 

Merry Christmas from the 

Grade 9’s. Enjoy the break 

everyone!  

Christmas break is right around 

the corner, and the Grade 9’s 

have been hard at work to get 

everything done before holi-

days. They are currently 

“wrapping” up a nonfiction unit 

in ELA and will begin looking at 
Romeo and Juliet after the break. 

In Social, the students have 

continued to learn all about 

Ancient Egypt. Math has the 

students graphing equations and 

Grade 9 

The grade 8’s are wrapping up 

2018 wonderfully. In E.L.A., 

they are learning about the Civ-

il Rights Movement. They 

watched “The Help” and are 

learning how to write a proper 

essay about this topic. In Sci-

ence, they are exploring reflec-

tive angles and mirrors. In So-

cial, they are studying aboriginal 

culture and traditions; those 

that are disappearing and the 

ones that remain. In Math, 

they are looking at integer 

types, 1, 2 and 4 step equa-

tions and distributing properly. 

In Home Ec., the grade 8’s just 

finished a unit on dining eti-

quette and made tacos and 

Shirley Temples. In I.A., they 

finished their major projects 

and are experimenting with 

building alternate projects. In 

Career Ed., they are learning 

about making goals and creat-

ing some goals for them-

selves. Lastly, in Art they just 

finished a Greek pottery pro-

ject and are creating Propa-

ganda posters to go with 

their ELA essay. Merry 

Christmas everyone! 

Grade 7 



Grade 11 

It’s almost Christmas!  The 

Grade 10’s are enthusiastically 

embracing the holiday season.  

Their cheerful smiles are present 

as they learn about chemical re-

actions and balancing equations 

in Science.  The painful sounds of 

Justin Beiber singing Christmas 

Carols echo through the gym 

while they play basketball.  

They whistle happily as they 

put the finishing touches on 

their IA projects and bake 

Christmas goodies in Home 

Ec (ok, it was pizza).  Their 

good cheer was put to the 

test as they held a mock trial 

in ELA, but they came 

through it more exuberant 

than ever.  And finally, in 

Wildlife management, they 

dissected Owl Pellets.  And 

found a tail.  That wasn’t 

Christmasy. 

Grade 10 

Wow, hard to believe the holi-

day season is upon us.  One last 

final push before we are off in a 

week.   Classes are as busy as 

usual: 

 

Phys Ed 20- We have just start-

ed badminton, as well as playing 

games. 

English/History 20- We are stud-

ying the Russian Revolution and 

writing historical fiction of the 

20th Centaury.  

Physical Science 20- We are 

completing our unit on chemical 

reactions. 

Environmental Science 20- We 

are completing our aquatic 

unit.  We have also done a 

waste audit for our school 

and are looking at ways to 

minimize our impact.  

Foundations 20- We are solv-

ing calculations using the 

quadratic equation.  

Psychology 20- We are read-

ing Open Heart, Open Mind 

by Clara Hughes. 

Robotics 20-  We are using 

sensors to make our robots 

move.  

 

We wish everyone a VERY, 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! ! !  

Please stay safe and warm 

during the holidays.  See you 

in the New Year! 

 

 

students are currently study-
ing the political spectrum. In 
ELA the students are reading 
and analyzing Joseph 
Boyden’s Three Day Road. 
Mr. Herman and the pre-
calculus class are studying 
radians and trigonometry. 
The chemistry class just com-

pleted a unit on equilibrium. 
The grade 12 students head-
ed to work for their first 
week of work experience on 
December 3rd.   

Merry Christmas! 

Greetings from the grade 12 
homeroom. Our students con-
tinue to be immersed in their 
studies as their classes pick up 
pace before the Christmas 
break. Our social studies class is 
completing our second unit of 
study on Canadian confedera-
tion and political system. The 

Grades 12 


