
It’s cold today. It feels like 
one of those days I can imag-
ine a polar bear and a penguin 
talking to each other and ask-
ing that age old Saskatchewan 
question of, “Is it cold enough 

for you?”  

Our Cold Cats club has about 
seventy names of K-7 stu-
dents listed and again it’s nice 
to see so many of them who 
took advantage of that option 
on the few indoor recess days 
we have had. We will contin-
ue to run this as an option to 
staying inside – please make 
your own wishes known to 
your elementary students 
about if you’d like them to 
head outside. We won’t be 
forcing students on the list 
outside if they want to remain 
in especially when the rota-
tion has them in the gym at 
noon. That said if they intend 
on going out, make sure they 
have warm clothes and un-
derstand they have to wear 

them. 

Semester one exams started 
on Wednesday this week and 
many classes are reviewing 
and studying to prepare. Next 
Tuesday January 29th is the 
midway point of the year and 
a day for report cards to be 
prepared and planning to 
begin for Semester two. 
There are no classes on that 
day for all K-12 students. Se-
mester two classes begin on 

Wednesday, January 30th. 

I want to encourage all 
grade 11 and 12 students 
who are interested to see 
me about finishing a Youth 
Apprenticeship Program. It 
sees students working 
through some simple ap-
prenticeship assignments 
that will give them a step 
ahead of others who might 
be also looking to enter an 
apprenticeship agreement to 
start their career. It’s also 
important to note that we 
have had a few grade 12s 
already receive conditional 
acceptance to university 
programs starting in the fall. 
It’s an exciting time for 
them all as their life after 
grade 12 begins to take 

shape. 

February break will start on 
Family Day, February 18th. 
The Grade 12 Work Expe-
rience Week 2 will take 
place following the break as 
we’ve had in practice for a 

few years.   

The School Community 

Council would like me to 

mention that we still have 

copies of the Community 

Calendars available at the 

office that families ordered 

this fall.  The cost remains 

at $10 each. They are also 

looking forward to seeing 

their purchase of two new 

water fountains installed this 

year that have water bottle 

fillers. Thank you SCC mem-

bers for investing in our 

school building.  
I was very proud of the 
school and community to 
see so many donations this 
season to our call for 
clothes and food items to 
help those in need. What a 
great example for our stu-
dents to see and witness the 
generosity and assistance for 

others.  

I would also like to remind 
you that we have $5 tickets 
for sale on the Legion Com-
munity Lottery 2019. The 
prizes are pretty substantial 
items donated by Western 
Sales and the money taken in 
for each ticket sold stays 
with our school to support 
our own projects. Thanks 
for supporting it and please 
consider selling some tickets 
for us. A number of families 
already have and we can’t 

thank them enough! 

That’s all for now.  For fur-

ther information and updates 

from the students and class-

rooms, check out our school 

w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p : / /

blogs.spiritsd.ca/hanley/.  As 

always, Mr. Anderson and I 

would love to talk to you if 

you have time to drop by 

the office or give us a call.   

Take care and I’ll talk to you 

soon. 

From the Office: 
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Substitute Educational Associates Required 
Hanley Composite School is looking for people to apply as substitute Educational Associates. 
Educational Associates provide assistance to students who require additional supports. Can-
didates must have a Grade 12 diploma from a provincially recognized institute. A valid driv-
er’s license is preferred. 
Required skills and abilities include:  

Ability to maintain strict confidentiality in school operations. 
Ability to work as a team player. 
Excellent interpersonal skills. 
Ability and knowledge to perform lifting of students when required. 
Willingness to provide personal care to students. (Training will be provided as needed). 

Under direction of the principal, special education resource teacher, and classroom teacher, 
duties as a substitute Educational Associate may include: 

Assisting with learning activities and basic life skills. 
Supervising students in the classroom, playground, hallways, or lunch area. 
Assisting assigned students with communication, reading, speech, assignments, tests, and 

comprehension of presented curriculum based on the student’s Inclusion and Inter-
vention Plan.  

Perform other duties and tasks as required to ensure students’ health, safety and educa-
tional needs are met. 

Remuneration as a substitute Educational Associate is $ 15.52 per hour. 
If you are interested, please contact Lisa Button (lisa.button@spiritsd.ca) for questions or 
assistance filling fill out the online application for Substitute Educational Associate at Prairie 
Spirit School Division: 
https://www.applitrack.com/spiritsd/onlineapp/default.aspx?Category=Substitutes+-+All 

https://www.applitrack.com/spiritsd/onlineapp/default.aspx?Category=Substitutes+-+All


more detail to each piece.  

Students have been working 

hard on writing pieces on 

Identity. In Health we are be-

ginning a Kindness Unit to 

kick off the month of Febru-

ary! Mrs. Romanchuk is con-

This month in grade 1/2 we 

have been using the Expand-

ing Expression Tool kit which 

helps with verbal and written 

language.  The tool helps stu-

dents break their writing 

down into sections to add 

tinuing Science for the grade 

twos and I will be working 

with the grade ones. For 

grade one science we are 

continuing using Our Senses.  

Grades 1 & 2 

couch, car, tent and house 

out of the boxes (“It’s not a 

box, it’s a school bus!”). As 

we have been learning about 

numbers and counting, stu-

dents have been exploring 

ten frames, counting collec-

tions, dice, loose parts, and 

our ‘Number Wall’ as tools in 

their learning. We are work-

ing on recognizing and pro-

ducing rhyming words and we 

are having fun finding rhyming 

words in books, play, and con-

versation. During Play and Ex-

plore, there has been a lot of 

interest in writing and students 

are eager to build on their un-

derstanding of letters, words, 

and print in their own work. 

It has been great to 

get back into our routines 

and rhythms in Kindergarten! 

At the beginning of the 

month we read “Not a Box” 

by Antoinette Portis which 

sparked our own project in 

the classroom as students 

created new things out of 

ordinary boxes. Students en-

joyed creating a school bus, 

Kindergarten  

Hanley School has several students 
 with nut allergies. 

 Just a reminder we are a 
 NUT ALERT school. 

         Please make sure your child does not              
                  bring nuts or nut 
     products to school. Make sure to                          
           check packaging. 



threes are also still working 

on addition and subtraction 

to one thousand with Mr. 

Hutchinson. For ELA, we have 

started up our ELA centers 

again. Both of our spelling 

groups and guided reading 

groups are seeing a slight 

shuffle to better accommo-

date the students as they 

grow in both reading and 

spelling. We are also starting 

a poetry unit, where we will 

compose several different 

types of poems and make our 

own poetry anthologies. This 

is always one of my favourite 

units to teach each year! For 

social studies, we have been 

learning about First Nations, 

as well as pioneers in the old-

en days. We have taken a bit 

of a break in science, but will 

soon start that up again as 

well.  

Happy New Year! I can’t believe 

that we are already nearing the 

end of January! It seems like 

we just came back from Christ-

mas holidays! The grade twos 

and I are just wrapping up our 

math unit on addition and sub-

traction to twenty. I would en-

courage all students to practice 

their mental math skills at 

home to help us with our basic 

math facts since we will soon 

be adding and subtracting with 

two digit numbers. The grade 

Grades 2 & 3 

how sound waves work. In 
social studies they studied 
theories about how the In-
digenous people came to 
North America. They just fin-
ished a partner research pro-
ject on how First Nations and 
Inuit people lived with the 
land before the arrival of Eu-

ropeans. Their multiplication 
and division test is on January 
25th. After that they will be 
using those skills to multiply 
and divide larger numbers. 
Mr. Freeden joins our class at 
the end of the month when I 
go down to 60%.  

Where did January go? The 4s 
have had a busy month! We 
listened to, read and viewed 
Peter and the Wolf to learn 
about instrument families and 
how music can communicate a 
message or mood. In science 
we are learning about sound. 
The students had fun recreating 

Grade 4 

The Prairie Spirit School Division along with your schools Administration Team has 

created an Instrumental Music Program in your school as a way to teach the music 

portion of the Arts Education Curriculum. This program provides instrumental instruc-

tion to all students in grade 5 and 6. Many families choose to purchase or rent instru-

ments but there are always students for whom this is a barrier to participation. The 

Music Ed team is committed to providing access to all students and while we have pur-

chased many instruments in the past few years, with our current increase in numbers 

we have a critical need for additional instruments. 

  

We are looking for donations of wind instruments including Flutes, Clarinets, Alto Sax-

ophones, Tenor Saxophones, Trumpets, Trombones, and Baritones/Euphoniums. Any and 

all donations to our program are greatly appreciated, and will enrich the music lives of 

our students for years to come. Please contact the Administration Assistant at your 

school if you are able to help. 
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The grade 5/6 class is busy learn-
ing about Greek Mythology.  In 
Math, the grade 6's are relating 
fractions, decimals and per-
cent. The students are still learn-

rimeter, area and volume.  In 

writing, we have done some 

opinion writing, as well as 

learning about figurative lan-

guage and using it to improve 

our stories.  In art, we have 

learned about value and 

shading.  The students drew a 

half of a self portrait.  They 

turned out great!  They are 

currently involved in a dance 

project for arts education.  In 

ing about weather at home 
and around the world.  In So-
cial Studies, the students are 
learning about power and 
authority in our community 

health, we have started a self 

regulation unit and we've 

been working on anger man-

agement.  The other highlight 

of the month for the students 

was presenting their Genius 

Hour projects to their peers. 

We have been busy, busy, 

busy!   

and the world.  We are hav-
ing a lot of fun learning new 
drama games.   

The highlight of January in Grade 

5 has been reading the book, 

Because of Winn-Dixie, in our 

class.  It’s an incredible book and 

we’ve had some amazing learn-

ing happening!  We have been 

working on improving our sen-

tences.  The students now know 

how to make an incomplete sen-

tence complete! In math, we 

have been working on division, 

the metric system, finding pe-



fundraising is a great oppor-
tunity for the students to 
help offset the costs associat-
ed with the trips, it doesn’t 
cover all costs.  We will be 
planning a bake sale for the 
middle of February and per-
haps a hot lunch for March.  
Additionally, we will be doing 
a Prairie Meats sale in May.   

Currently, planning for an 
afternoon at the Hanley rink 
is in the works for February, 
and the Grade 7-12 students 
will be going to Table Moun-
tain in March.  The Grade 5/6 
and 7 classes will be going to 

January has flown by as quickly 
as the entire year seems to be! 
The class will soon be moving on 
to a unit in Mythology in their 
ELA class.  In science, the stu-
dents have been exploring the 
concepts of heat and tempera-
ture; I am guessing there are 
some really hot topics and cool 
activities!  In social studies we 
will be looking at the develop-
ment of feudal societies, and in 
math we will be challenging our-
selves with rates, ratios and pro-
portions!   

We will soon begin fundraising 
for this year’s field trips.  While 

Wanuskewin later in the 
spring.  Finally, the Grade 7 
class will be going to Blue 
Mountain Outdoor Adven-
ture Park in June. 

Report Cards for Grade 7s will 
be going out in March.  
Should you have any ques-
tions or concerns regarding 
your child’s progress, please 
feel free to contact me at the 
school (306-544-2511) or by 
email 
(Nicole.Bain@spiritsd.ca).  

Grade 8 

and Rome. Mr. Herman is 
teaching them all about poly-
nomials in Math and Mrs. Pra-
kash has them working with 
renewable and nonrenewable 
resources in Science class. 
Welding and small engines 
continues to be the focus of IA 
and Home Ec has them learn-
ing about salads. In Phys. Ed, 

they are playing a variety of 
games and working to im-
prove their fitness testing re-
sults. Finance is the hot topic 
in Career Ed. and Art has 
them working on a “things 
we hate” project. That’s all 
for the 9’s in the month of 
January. Stay warm, every-
one! 

The Grade 9 class came back 
after the break ready to get 
back into the swing of things. 
They are learning all about love 
in ELA, as they have been fo-
cusing on William Shake-
speare’s Romeo and Juliet. In 
Social, they are wrapping up 
their unit on Egypt and prepar-
ing to focus on Ancient Greece 

Grade 9 

The grade 8’s are hitting the 

ground running in 2019. In 

E.L.A., they are reading “Jean 

Val Jean”. In Science, they are 

focusing on optics and vision, 

and are finishing their mirror 

mazes. In Social, they are study-

ing Canadian history and the 

impact of immigrants on Indige-

nous life. In Math, they are 

learning about sales tax and 

commission. The grade 8’s are 

wrapping up Home Ec. with 

learning about nutrition and 

the Canadian Food Guide. In 

I.A., they finished their major 

projects and are experi-

menting with building alter-

nate projects. In Career Ed., 

they are researching jobs and 

learning about social respon-

sibility. Lastly, in Art the 

grade 8’s are working on a 

stained glass project. Happy 

New Year! 

Grade 7 

mailto:Nicole.Bain@spiritsd.ca


Grade 11 

Well, finals are right around the 

corner and the Grade Tens have 

been studying up a storm in 

Math, ELA, and Science.  Howev-

er, in IA they’ve been finishing up 

their projects, there was a spec-

tacular cake decorating contest 

in Home Ec, and they just fin-

ished a test on aquatic and 

snow ecosystems in Wildlife 

Management.  And finally in 

Wellness, they just finished a 

fitness test and have been 

playing some Dodge Ball!  

Good luck on your finals, eve-

ryone! 

Grade 10 

It is a very busy time of year, as 
we finish up our classes and pre-
pare for our first set of final ex-
ams.  In Foundations 20, we just 
wrote our last unit exam on 
quadratic equations and parabo-
las (otherwise known as CUPS). 
In Psychology 20/30, we just fin-
ished researching independent 

projects on mental illness. In 
Physical Science 20, we have 
just wrote an exam on stoi-
chiometry and the mole. In 
Phys. Ed. 20, we have com-
pleted fitness testing and 
playing games.  In Environ-
mental Science 20, we have 
been studying how humans 

have affected climate change.  
In ELA/History 20, we are  
just finishing our WWI unit.  

 

Good Luck on Final Exams! 

They studied a range of top-
ics including Canadian sover-
eignty, Canada in World War 
I, the suffrage movement, 
and the great depression.  
The ELA 30 class completed 
their writing portfolios for a 

presentation during exam 
week.  

With semester one ending, the 
grade 12's have been busy pre-
paring for their final exams. The 
Social Studies 30 class finished 
the year with a unit of study on 
the political and social changes 
of Canada in the 20th century. 

Grades 12 


