
It appears that November has wel-
comed us to winter early this year 
and the snow just might be here to 
stay. We sure got dumped on last 
week and the communities are all 
working to dig ourselves out of the 
snowdrifts. There’s a pile of it left in 
the school yard so the students are 
enjoying it at every level. 
Speaking of playing in the snow, I’ll 
repeat some details I send to you 
each year at this time. Please remind 
your students to wear the proper 
warm clothes to school again this 
season, including snow pants for 
elementary students headed outside 
to slide around and play in the snow, 
as well as for any of our students 
being picked up by bus.  Bus Drivers 
do have the authority to refuse stu-
dents entry to the bus if they don’t 
have proper clothing for cold weath-
er.  In the case of a breakdown, all 
students should have proper cloth-
ing to ensure they are safe and 
warm on the bus while waiting for 
support to arrive.  
A change has been made on the 

policy of bussing in cold weather – a 

combined temperature and wind 

chill that drops to minus 40 degrees 

at 6am will cancel buses for the 

morning run. That announcement 

c an  b e  m a de  a t  h t t p s : / /

www.spiritsd.ca/buses/  In previous 

years that would cancel the trips for 

the day – the new practice will be 

that if the temperature improves 

then the bus will run in the after-

noon. Classes will never be can-

celled on those days – the school is 

required to remain open for those 

students who do make it to school, 

including those whose parents drive 

them in. Class work will continue 

and students can look for online 

work posted by their teachers to 

keep up on those days. 
I’ll offer the Cold Cats program for 
students again this year in grades K-
7. Again, remember that this is an 
option on the indoor recess days for 

students who still want to go out-
side for some fresh air and out-
door play. I’ll be supervising them 
on those days on the playground. 
They can go back in when they get 
cold or once they’ve had enough, 
but it’s sure a great option for 
many of them to get some fresh 
air and exercise, even though its 
that cold. Please ensure those 
students are prepared with warm 
clothing and accessories so they 
can enjoy the recess. Call or email 
the school to sign up your Cold 
Cat student to be on our list. We 
even have long sleeve Cold Cats 
shirts for sale for $10! 
We’re closer to the end of No-
vember than we are to the start 
and so I’ll bring up December and 
our annual Christmas lunch and 
the Family Fun night – both are 
traditions we will have to cancel 
this year like so many other items. 
That said, I know that the staff is 
working on a few in-school ideas 
that will be done instead in De-
cember and I thank them for their 
creativity during a continuing year 
of changes. 
The media had a lot of details this 
last week about large schools 
moving to a “phase three” which 
includes cutting the attendance of 
students in school by half each 
day. We have a plan in place 
should that time come for Hanley 
School and we’ll follow the direc-
tions of the school division on the 
particulars of what our plan will 
need to take into consideration. 
Ours will prioritize the most vul-
nerable students in K-6 and our 
red zone students and keeping 
their programs moving ahead 
within the school building each 
day. It will also have intentions of 
scheduling some of the other stu-
dents in grades 7 to 12 but will 
not include the majority from the 
junior high and high school that 
will instead move to an online 
format. The plan takes into con-
sideration the possibility of older 

students who can watch over 
younger Dundurn School siblings 
as needed and allows many par-
ents of elementary students to 
continue their careers and work 
situations. It does rely on many 
grade 8 to 11 students to be re-
sponsible during this time and 
focus on learning at home. No 
plan like these phases is perfect 
but this one does support our 
most vulnerable students and we 
would hope if it comes to that it’s 
only needed for a short time. If 
we get to that point this year, 
we’ll send out a formal announce-
ment by email to each family.  
The first round of evaluations is 
now over and that includes the 
first Quad classes completed for 
High School students. We are not 
sending home paper copies of 
report cards this year and I’ll 
again direct you to the Pow-
erSchool Parent app that will give 
you access to all the details of 
those marks and comments on 
the progress your children are 
making this year. The portal is set 
to be open at the end of the day 
Tuesday so it can be viewed. 
Teachers are always reachable by 
email or phone calls at the school 
if you have questions or concerns 
on the details of the student pro-
gress reports. 
That’s all for now.  For further 

information and updates from the 

students and classrooms, check 

out our school website at http://

blogs.spiritsd.ca/hanley/.  As al-

ways, Mr. Anderson and I would 

love to talk to you if you have 

time to send us a message or give 

us a call. Talk to you soon. 
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              Hanley School has several students 
                            with nut allergies. 
                 Just a reminder we are a 
                        NUT ALERT school. 
         Please make sure your child does not            
             bring nuts or nut 
     products to school. Make sure to                          
               check packaging. 

 

 

 THE FOOD PANTRY – Christmas Hamper Application Form  

Available to residents of  Dundurn, Hanley and surrounding area.  
 

 

Last Name First Name _________________________________________________ 

Address Town Postal Code _____________________________________________ 

Phone Number Email address ___________________________________________ 

Number of adults in household: ________  

Number of children in household: ________  

Age and gender of children: __________ M / F __________ M / F __________ M / F  

                                                 __________ M / F __________ M / F __________ M / F  

                                                 __________ M / F __________ M / F __________ M / F  
 

 

Applications can be dropped off at Dundurn School, Hanley School, 

Dundurn Town Office, Hanley Town Office, or can be emailed to: 

thefoodpantry20@gmail.com.  

All applications are kept confidential.  
 

Deadline for applications is December 15, 2020  

“Our mission is to help eliminate hunger in Dundurn, Hanley and surrounding area by 

providing residents in need with food that promotes the value of nutrition, overall good 

health, self-esteem, and hope. We believe in community helping community.”  



Please make sure you’ve 

logged into our Google 

Classroom! You’ll find pic-

tures there, as well as a list of 

the new VIP days! It’s im-

portant for you to be ready 

to go…just in case we have 
to go to virtual learning!    

Mrs. Menshenfriend 

Halloween was the most ex-

citing event that has hap-

pened since our last newslet-

ter.  Scarecrow Day came in 

at a close second!  The kids 

were thrilled to come to 

school to see the classroom 
covered in scarecrows and 

fall decorations.      

We are continuing with our 

regular reading, writing and 

science units and in health we 

have started our Growth 

Mindset Unit. Please ask your 

kids what a growth mindset 

is!    

In Grade 1 Math, we continue 

to work hard on number 

sense as well as counting 

strategies and we are just be-

ginning place value.  

Wow! These kids are crea-

tive artists.  They have paint-

ed wonderful landscapes, 

complete with multi-media 

scarecrows of themselves, 

skeletons made out of Q-tips 

and beautiful Remembrance 

Day art with their black and 

white photo hands holding 

bright red poppies that they 

drew and coloured them-

selves.    

Grades 1 & 2 

where do they sleep? What 

do they eat? etc. 

 

In Math we're learning to 

count forwards and back-

wards and working on our 

numeral recognition. 
 

In ELA we've been working 

on letter recognition, letter 

sounds, and our printing 

(letters: FEDPB so far!). We 

love read alouds and we'll be 

starting our journals soon! 

 

We are always working on be-

ing kind and helpful to others 
while learning to respect our-

selves.  

 

Happy Snow-vember! 

 

As always, we've been loving 

our time outdoors and the 

snow isn't stopping us from 

having fun! 

 
We have been interested in 

learning about what different 

animals do in the winter--

Kindergarten  



paragraph skills and we will 

soon be learning how to 

write friendly letters, which 

will of course include letters 

to Santa himself! We are con-

tinuing with the Reading Ho-

rizons program for reader’s 

workshop and the grade 

threes are enjoying learning 

how to hand-write, while the 

grade twos are working on 

forming their printing letters 

correctly. The students are 

also in a nice groove with 

spelling and are doing well 

with their spelling word work 

each week. We are starting a 

few new units coming up in 

the next little bit as well: for 

social, we will learn about 

communities, for science, will 

we learn about solids, liquids 

and gases, and for health, we 

are continuing to talk about 

growth mindset. Mrs. Koroll 

is still continuing her work on 

safety with the class as well 

as part of my prep time.  

Happy  November! The stu-
dents were all excited for re-
port card season and I hope 
that everyone had an oppor-
tunity to view them online. 
Please let me know if you have 
any questions regarding your 
child’s progress thus far. 

For math, the grade threes are 

adding and subtracting numbers 

to 1000 with Mr. Freeden, 

while the grade twos and I are 

just finishing up our unit on 

numbers to 100. For ELA, the 

kids have been perfecting their 

Grades 2 & 3 

data management and the 5's 

will work through stats and 

transformations. In social 

studies, the grades 4-6's 

completed a mock election 

with Student Vote 2020, 

where they learned about 
the election process, re-

searched the political parties, 

and "voted" for the political 

party of their choice. We 

had many great discussions 

and learned about the differ-

ent levels of government in 

Canada. We have now begun 

our second science unit on 

properties and changes of 

substances. This unit will in-

volve a lot of demonstrations 

and hands-on science labs/

experiments. In reader's and 

writers workshop students 

are learning how to summa-

rize picture books, chapter 

books, and non-fiction arti-

cles. They will also begin 

reading and writing persua-

sive text this month. With 

Mrs. Koroll, the grade 4/5's 

just completed their FIT goal 

test in Phys. Ed. Students 

worked hard and did so well 

on their testing! We have 

also just started a dance unit 

in Phys. Ed. It is so great to 
see students participating and 

showing off their creative 

dance moves and ideas. Our 

goal is to make a dance to 

the song What I Am by 

Will.i.am for the grade 1/2 

class to use in their growth 

mindset unit! In Art we have 

begun our first unit on pop 

art. Students have created a 

piece of winter art using 

Andy Warhol (and printmak-

ing) as inspiration. We will 

continue to create winter and 

Christmas themed art using a 

variety of art forms and medi-

ums until the break. Stay 

warm out there everyone! 

 

Happy Winter! 

 

All is well in the grade 4/5 

room this month. Students 

continue to work hard each 

and every day despite all the 

differences this year. They 
should be proud of all their 

hard work so far. We have just 

completed our health unit on 

stress management. Students 

are writing graphic novels, chil-

dren's books or magazine arti-

cles that involve a problem in 

which one of the characters 

uses one of the calming strate-

gies learned in class. They will 

share their final product with 

the class tomorrow. In math, 

both the 4's (with Mrs. Koroll) 

and the 5's are working on 

their units on number sense. 

Students have reviewed many 

ways to represent numbers and 

are working through rounding, 

estimating, and addition and 

subtraction. Next month the 

4's will complete their unit on 

Grade 4 & 5 



Grade 5 & 6 

Grades 7.1 

Who loves the 

snow? The grade 

5/6 class does. The 

students have 

been working hard 

to wrap up the 

unit about the Di-
versity of Living Things in Sci-

ence. We will be starting a unit 

in Social Studies next Monday. In 

Language Arts the students are 

learning new skills for writing 

and grammar. We have begun 

reading a new novel, Sadako and 

the Thousand Paper Cranes. The 

I sure hope everyone has been 
able to dig themselves out of all 
this snow!  What a welcome to 
winter!  Things continue to be 
busy in our class. In ELA we 
have started winding down our 
unit on Informational Text.  Stu-
dents are now creating their 
own research project using 
strategies we explored in the 
unit.  We are moving through 
our Number Theory unit in 
Math.  We will be wrapping up 
our Ecosystems unit in Science, 
and in Social, we will be continu-
ing the Cooperation and Inter-
dependence unit.  The class has 
finished up their Felt Stuffies in 
PAA.  There are, however, a few 
that still need to come in.   

students will be learn-

ing about some world 

history around WW 

II and the atom 

bomb. The students 

have started a new 

unit in Math about 
number patterns. In Art the 

students are wrapping up 

their skills around op art and 

will be starting to work with 

water colours, pastels and 

paper sculpting.  Stay safe out 

there. 

 

This is a reminder that report 
cards will need to be viewed 
online through your Pow-
erSchool account.  We will 
not be printing hard copies 
out.  Please let me know if 

Ms. Bishop Moisan and the 

grade 5/6 class 

you have any questions or 
concerns about your child’s   
progress. 

 

FUN FACT 
The original name for the search engine Google was Backrub. 
It was renamed Google after the googol, which is the number 

one followed by 100 zeros.  



orthographic drafting and are 

now learning shop safety and 

measuring practice to pre-

pare themselves to build 

wood projects in the shop. 

Genius hour has been a high-

light for the 7.2’s.  They are 

In ELA, we have been learning 

the process of writing an argu-

mentative essay. In Math we 

have wrapped up our unit on 

patterns and will be moving on 

to solving one-step equations.  

In Science students have shown 

their learning of succession 

through designing their own 

website and are now learning 

the different biomes of the 

world. Students have finished 

very excited when they have 

time to work on their pro-

jects.  Until next month, let 

the good times roll!  

Grade 8.1 

cently completed a test in So-
cial on their first unit and are 
beginning a new unit on the 
relationships that helped form 
Canada. In Math, they have 
begun work on the Pythagore-
an Theorem and in Health 
they are discussing how to 
handle difficult situations in a 
real life scenario. In Home Ec. 
the students are going to be 
working on constructing their 
pajama pants and in Industrial 

Arts they are working on iso-
metric drawings. In Phys. Ed. 
the students are working on 
their striking skills.   
Stay healthy everybody.  

 

The Grade 8’s have been learn-
ing about different forms of art 
including hieroglyphics and graf-
fiti. In ELA, they are more than 
halfway through The Outsiders 
and are working on creating 
their own character from the 
book, complete with a sketch 
of that character. In Science, 
they have just completed a quiz 
on cells and microscopes and 
are now learning about the 
body systems. They also re-

Grade 8.2 

In Math the students are finish-

ing Pythagorean Theorem.    

In ELA 8 the class is finishing a 

Novel Study about “The Out-

siders”.  In Science 8 we are 

wrapping up our unit about wa-

ter and the water cycle, result-

ing in a unit test soon.  In Ca-

reer Education we are working 

on goal setting and matching 

our skills to possible jobs.   

In PE we have started to do 

skills and activities in the gym 

that align with our Covid-19 

restrictions. The Social Studies 

class is nearing the end of pre-

confederation Canada. In PAA, 

the students are building their 

projects in the shop. 

Grade 7.2 



Grade 11 

Welcome to the Second Quad!  

The grade 10’s have been adjust-

ing well to the accelerated pace 

of learning this fall.  In Mathemat-

ics, they have been working hard 

at factoring polynomials. They 

have just started ELA B10, where 

they are examining the idea 

of perspective and how it re-

lates to their own stories.  

And finally in Social, they are 

starting to study the fall of 

the Roman Empire! Stay 

healthy, everyone! 

Grade 10 

Our final exams went well in Q1 
and we have two credits under 
our belt.  Onto Q2…   
In Environmental Science 20
- We are currently examining 
the difference between environ-
mental science and environmen-
talism.  We are researching cur-

rent environmental science 
issues that are of interest to 
each of us.  
In ELA 20- We are writing 
independent analysis para-
graphs. 
In Pre-Calculus 20- We are 
working on geometric and 

arithmetic sequences. 
In Workplace 20- We are 
working on rates and scale 
factor and getting rest for 
our first exam.   

Stay Safe Everyone!   

Social Studies 30, we have 

been studying economic and 

political paradigms and how 

they played a role in early 

Canadian history. In ELA we 

are studying texts that ad-

dress identity. We are also 

learning creative writing tech-

niques to enhance message 

within our work.  Our Biolo-

gy class continues to study 

genetics.   

Greeting from the grade 12s! 

Our second quarter classes 

have begun. We are now taking 

Social Studies, ELA 30B, and 

continuing with our Biology 

course from quarter one. In 

Grades 12 

The 9's have been hard at work 

in the month of November. 

They have continued to be a 

studious and focused group of 

students! In ELA, poetry is 

wrapping up and we will soon 

be moving on to nonfiction. 
Math has the students focused 

on exponents and linear equa-

tions. In Science, we are just 

finishing our unit on genetics 

and reproduction and will be 

transitioning into atoms and 

elements in the coming 

weeks. Ancient Egypt contin-

ues to be the topic of Social, 

where the students are creat-

ing their own digital museums. 
The students are also working 

on a variety of projects in 

PAA, Careers, and Health 

class. That's all for the Grade 

9 class in the month of No-

vember! Stay warm, every-

one! 

Grade 9 


