
I wanted to take a moment to 

commend all the families for 

working together with the 

school this fall on so many 

new items and changes that 

we’ve all had to make part of 

our routines and expectations 

– not only for the students, 

but for the staff and bus driv-

ers and parents. 

It’s been a positive fall here in 

so many ways and the strug-

gle that it is for everyone to 

miss the extras that we’ve 

simply become used to as 

persons involved in this 

school and in educating your 

children will not last forever. 

Please look for the positives 

and the joy that this season 

can provide, and let’s contin-

ue to be thankful for the good 

things we can enjoy either 

together or across distances 

with our loved ones and fami-

lies and friends. 

I want to thank families also 

for choosing to keep your 

student(s) at home when they 

start showing symptoms or 

are not feeling well this year. 

We’ve continued to stay 

open and have good practices 

in place that keep the cohorts 

apart while they’re here and 

masks on everyone as well. 

Our plan for a phase three 

was described to you earlier 

this fall and I’ll keep staying 

positive that we won’t need 

it. 

Cold Cats started up this 

last week before the Christ-

mas break. If you are inter-

ested in having your K-6 

student have permission to 

be outside on the indoor 

recess day, please contact 

your child’s teacher and/or 

Mrs. Block at the office so 

that their name can be on 

the list. I did tell the grade 

7s they can also be added to 

the list but I’ll need them to 

make their way over to the 

west end of the playground 

so I can supervise them as 

well. Warm outdoor cloth-

ing is a must including some 

sort of face covering. We 

normally have about 20 kids 

or less out there and I’m 

supervising them myself 

around the playground 

equipment and hill area. Call 

me if you have any ques-

tions. 

End of semester and end of 

quad exams for grades 10-

12 are scheduled the end of 

the last week in January. 

The last Friday in January 

will be the turn around day 

between semesters.  

It’s a big adjustment this 

year to miss the school-

wide Christmas lunch this 

year. Thank you for your 

continued support for those 

type of days we have as our 

customs – I hope we’ll be 

able to do something like that 

again soon. On another posi-

tive note, we quickly filled six 

hampers for the local Food 

Bank here last week and they 

were picked up to be distrib-

uted! What a wonderful pro-

gram and we all thank them 

for their volunteerism to sup-

port families in our school 

area! 

On behalf of the staff here at 

our school, thank you for the 

support this fall, the under-

standing when something 

needs to be different than 

we’re all used to and the be-

lief that we are all doing the 

best we can with a difficult 

situation. We are all looking 

forward to a positive end of 

December and the year 2020 

and I think we are also all 

looking forward to some 

changes and good news 

around the world in the new 

year. I will continue to use 

our PowerSchool email pro-

gram to send out details to 

families over the break, in-

cluding those about any 

COVID developments. I real-

ly hope that won’t be re-

quired and that the next 

email you find from us will be 

our next newsletter in Janu-

ary. 

Have a Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year! We’ll 

talk to you soon. 
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              Hanley School has several students 
                            with nut allergies. 
                 Just a reminder we are a 
                        NUT ALERT school. 
         Please make sure your child does not            
             bring nuts or nut 
     products to school. Make sure to                          
               check packaging. 
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words.  Some grade 1’s that 

are already fluently reading 

have been working with the 

Grade 2’s on phonics, sight 

words and reader’s theater.   

Grade 2’s continue to work 

on blends in phonics as well 
as fluency in reading. 

Have a beautiful holiday!  We 

look forward to seeing you 

again in the New Year! 

This month has flown by like 

Rudolf guiding Santa’s sleigh 

on Christmas Eve!  We end-

ed December with two 

weeks packed full of fun 

theme days to keep our 

learning fun and engaging!  
The kids have enjoyed dress-

ing up like gingerbread men, 

reindeer, Santa and elves.  

They’ve played all sorts of 

educational games and have 

listened to lots of great litera-

ture.    

In Math, the Grade 1’s fin-

ished up their Number Sense 

Counting Unit where they 

counted forwards and back-

wards, counted on from any 

number within 20, worked on 

numbers one more than, one 

less than, and in between giv-

en numbers within 20, subi-

tizing and ordinal numbers.  

We have also done a lot of 

“Fun Math” which involves 

practicing what we have been 

working on as well as addi-

tion and subtraction. 

In Reading, the Grade 1’s fin-

ished working on all the let-

ters in the alphabet and are 

starting to read three letter 

Grades 1 & 2 

trees. 

We are continuing to work 

on numbers from 0-10 and 

practicing writing the num-

bers. It can be pretty tricky! 

We really like number poems 

and songs--especially ones 

with actions! 

 

In ELA we've been learning let-

ters (their name, their sounds, 

and how to write them). So far 

we've done: FEDPBRNM. We 

love to listen to stories, espe-

cially Robert Munsch. We're 

excited to start our journals 

soon! 

 

And just like that it's Decem-

ber! 

We have become very inter-

ested in animal habitats lately-

-especially winter habitats! 

Where do SK animals live in 

the winter? We have been 

learning about the animals 

and we've even been building 

our very own habitats in the 

Kindergarten  



wahoo! It took us a little 

longer than in past classes as 

we also utilize the Reading 

Horizon’s program for read-

er’s workshop during ELA. I 

have also been doing training 

on the program and think it is 
a wonderful, well rounded 

program that not only focus-

es on reading instruction, but 

also helps us become more 

proficient in writing, spelling, 

grammar, phonics, and also 

sight word recognition. For 

social studies, we are contin-

uing to learn about communi-

ties and even took part in a 

virtual field trip at the Gover-

nor’s House in Regina to 

learn about Christmas in the 

past. It was quite informative 

and I even learned some cool, 

new facts about where our 

Christmas traditions came 

from! The Cold Cat’s Club is 

in full force this week with 

our colder temperatures! 

Please let either myself or 

Mrs. Block know if your child 

would like to take part. Have 
a safe and wonderful holiday 

season, and Merry Christmas! 

 

Merry Christmas! December 

has just flown by and we’ve 

kept busy with a variety of 

Christmas themed activities 

from making poinsettia place 

mats for the Christmas table to 

crystal candy cane ornaments 
for the Christmas tree! We 

have also been engaged with a 

variety of Christmas themed 

writing activities, such as 

friendly letters to Santa Claus 

and Jangles, our class elf, 

Christmas roll a stories (which 

are always fun), and we also 

have been making a class book 

called “Would You Rather…

Christmas Style”. The kids have 

been working really hard in 

writer’s workshop and I’m so 

proud of their progress. For 

ELA, we finally finished our au-

thor study on Robert Munsch, 

Grades 2 & 3 

ish with Lunar New Year 

haikus and Three Kings Day 

shape poems. We have also 

been refreshing our Canadi-

an geography skills and will 

make our own version of the 

12 days of Christmas this 
week using the provinces 

and territories as inspiration. 

We look forward to more 

holiday celebrations in our 

class and virtually with the 

rest of the school this week. 

We would like to wish every-

one in the community a hap-

py and healthy holiday sea-

son!  

 

The grade 4/5 class has had a 

busy month. Students worked 

hard to write a persuasive es-

say on why they should be 

hired as an elf at Santa's Work-

shop. Then, when they were all 

hired, they designed and creat-
ed their own toy and wrote a 

letter to their parents as if they 

were elves working in the 

North Pole. Students have also 

been learning about Christmas 

traditions from around the 

world and writing different 

types of poems to go along 

with each holiday studied. So 

far, we wrote Christmas cin-

quains, Hanukkah acrostics, Di-

wali tankas, and Kwanzaa dia-

mantes. This week we will fin-

Grade 4 & 5 



Grade 5 & 6 

Grades 7.1 

We have almost made it to 

Christmas!!  Thank you for help-

ing support the students with 

being prepared for school every 

day.  The students have been 

focusing on multiplication, divi-

sion and problem solving in 
math.  In Social Studies students 

are learning more about how 

the world is connected.  In Lan-

guage Arts, the focus has been 

learning more about WWII and 

the implications of the atom 

bomb.  Have a safe and wonder-

ful holiday, I think we all need 

The Christmas Season is finally 

here!  The students in Grade 7.1 

have been busier than Santa’s 

elves!  We are well into our 

novel study of The Unteachables, 

in ELA.  So far, the class seems 

to be enjoying the story!  We 

have wrapped up Number Theo-

ry and Linear Equations in math.  

Our final test on this material 

will be on Thursday, Dec. 17.  In 

science, we are wrapping up our 

unit on Ecosystems and will 

begin Mixtures and Solutions 

after the break.  The class has 

been working on a research 

presentation on early Mesoa-

one. 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year! 

merican cultures in social.  

We are wrapping up our 

sewing unit in PAA.  The class 

will continue with drafting 

with Mr. Freeden and I will 

be exploring event planning 

with the class after the break.  

I hope you and yours are all 

well and excited about 

Christmas.  I wish you all a 

Merry Christmas and pros-

perous and blessed New 

Year.   

 
   

FUN FACT 
It is a tradition in Japan to eat KFC for 
Christmas. Orders must be placed two 

months in advance. 



creating their own maps of 

the island from the story. In 

Social Studies, we are wrap-

ping up our unit on The Age 

of Exploration, and the stu-

dents are currently reviewing 

for their quiz. We have been 
wrapping up our equation's 

unit in math with a murder 

mystery problem solving ac-

tivity..... Who killed Al Ge-

bra?  In science we have fin-

ished learning about experi-

The last month has been flying 

by and the Gr. 7s have been 

working hard to wrap up as 

much of their work as possible 

before the break arrives! In ELA 

we have just started to finish up 

our study of the short story, 
“The Most Dangerous Game”. 

The students really enjoyed the 

story and learned about a few 

different literary elements along 

the way. They have finished their 

quiz and are now working on 

ment safety and will be diving 

into mixtures and solutions 

after the break.  

 We hope everyone enjoys 

their holidays and we look 

forward to seeing you all in 

the new year! 
 

Grade 8.1 

week and then we will move 

onto a unit on Optics and Vi-

sion. In Health, we are finish-

ing our unit on relationship 

skills and violence and will be 

moving on to a unit on sub-

stance use and abuse. We are 

mid-way through our unit on 

dynamic relationships that 

shaped Canada and continue 

to influence it today in Social. 

In Home Ec., we are working 

on our pajama pants sewing 

project. In I.A., we are work-

ing on isometric drawings in 

drafting and are looking for-

ward to being able to use the 

shop in the new year. Lastly, 

in Phys. Ed. we are working 

on fitness testing and contin-

uing to play socially distanced 

games. We wish everyone a 

Merry Christmas and a Hap-

py New Year!  

The 8.2 class this month has 

been working on finishing our 

unit on The Outsiders, in ELA 

and have just begun a unit on 

Holocaust Literature. In Math, 

we are on our third unit which 

involves learning about and 

working with integers. We are 

just finishing our unit on graffiti 

in Art with a piece of graffiti art 

that we create to represent a 

social injustice issue of our 

choosing. In Science, we are 

finishing our unit on Cells and 

Body Systems with a test this 

Grade 8.2 

In Science 8 we are starting a 

new unit about “Cells, Tissues, 

Organs the Systems”. In ELA 8 

the class has recently finished 

“The Outsiders”. In Career Ed-

ucation we are working on 

stress and relaxation.  The So-

cial Studies class is looking at 

post-Confederation Canada. In 

PAA, the students continue to 

build their projects. In Math 

the students are finishing a unit 

on Integers, we will write a 

quiz before the winter break. 

In PE we continue to do skills 

and games in the gym that align 
with our Covid-19 restrictions. 

Grade 7.2 



Grade 11 

Well, Christmas will be here 

soon, but until then, the Grade 

Tens are busy learning about a 

whole bunch of things. These in-

clude, but are not limited to, the 

French and American revolutions 

in Social Studies.  Forsooth, the 

fair and noble study of Shake-

speare doth occupy the occa-

sion of English Language Arts.  

Hath not a Grade Ten eyes?  

Hath not a Grade Ten hands, 

organs, dimensions, senses, 

affections, passions?  Ah, the 

Merchant of Venice! And fi-

nally, in mathematics, they 

have been studying radicals 

and powers. 

Merry Christmas, everyone! 

Grade 10 

Only a couple of days left before 
the holidays!  We are all excited 
to have some festive, safe family 
time! 
In Environmental Science 20
- We are currently examining 
Aquatic Ecosystems, as well as 
how we impact and conserve 
these systems.  
In ELA 20- We are reading To 

Kill A Mockingbird 
In Pre-Calculus 20- we 
have started factoring of 
quadratic equations. 
In Workplace 20- we are 
working with scale factors 
and then we will move into 
financial planning.  

Have a Wonderful, Safe 

Christmas and we look 

forward to seeing every-

one in the New Year!     

the structure of the Canadi-

an government and the road 

to Canadian confederation. 

The ELA B30 class has fin-

ished reading and studying 

Hamlet. The Biology 30 class 

is in the midst of a unit on 

comparative anatomy of in-

vertebrates and vertebrates. 

Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year!  

It is hard to believe that it is 

almost the Christmas break! 

The grade 12s are looking for-

ward to some much-deserved 

time away from their studies. 

They continue to be busy in 

their course work as the end of 

quarter two is approaching. In 

Canadian Studies 30 the stu-

dents have just finished studying 

Grades 12 

The Grade 9s have been a fo-

cused bunch through the 

month of December. They are 

analyzing and creating nonfic-

tional texts in ELA and working 

with polynomials in math class. 

Social has students constructing 
their very own city-states that 

mirror those that existed in 

Ancient Greece. In Science, 

they are working to gain an 

understanding of atoms and 

elements. Careers, Health, 

and PAA have them working 

on a variety of other projects 

as well. 

Merry Christmas from the 

Grade 9 class! 

 

Grade 9 


