
Well, it’s great to be back at 
school with our students and 
staff again and I know we’re all 
looking forward to as positive a 
year as we can create together 
with you, the parents and com-
munity.  
We’ve got a good start going 
this fall and it’s been a delight to 
see the smiles on the faces and 
the students interacting at 
school this fall. We’ve done as 
much as we could in the first 
few weeks to take advantage of 
this time for the students to 
experience some of the normal 
pre-covid school events and 
opportunities that we thought 
was reasonable while still possi-
ble. 
We did make a conscious effort 
to increase the sizes of the co-
horts. We hope that helps the 
students in the school make 
interactions between some clas-
ses possible. It was the most 
difficult part for students over-
come last year. We have had 
some sports teams start up again 
and to date, have hosted two 
football games and attended one 
volleyball tournament. Junior 
teams are also holding practices 
and our aim is to work on get-
ting many of those opportunities 
back for the students. It’s great 
to have this part of our school 
routines back and we hope to 
keep them going for as long as 
we can this year. 
Yesterday we were directed to 
have the students start wearing 
masks while indoors again, and 
while I know that makes some 
parts more difficult, it’s a step 
made to help keep kids healthy 
and keep  it possible to have 
students all in the schools and 
that’s a shared responsibility for 

all of us. Parents, thank you for 
doing your part to support 
that and to encourage your 
students to be good role mod-
els for all of the grades young-
er than they are. 
Like last year, please assess 
your child’s health before they 
head to school – if they are 
showing symptoms of COVID 
please keep them home for the 
day and check them again the 
following day before sending 
them to school. If students 
present symptoms at school, 
we have been directed to have 
you pick them up similar to last 
year with the reminder they 
aren’t to return until 24 hours 
after symptoms disappear. I 
understand how difficult that 
can be and the disruption for 
working parents. I appreciate 
the efforts you’ll make to keep 
our students healthy again this 
year. 
Welcome to the new families 
and students who have joined 
our school this fall! We hope 
you find Hanley Composite 
School a warm, inviting and 
safe environment and invite 
you to contact your student’s 
teacher with your questions 
and concerns without waiting. 
Teachers have been encour-
aged to do the same thing. Our 
success in helping all students 
achieve to a high degree at 
school is best accomplished 
when we do that work togeth-
er. 
Welcome also to our new 
staff. Miss Junop is our new 
SERT teacher. Mrs. Mellquist is 
new to our support staff and 
has joined us from Dundurn 
School. Mr. Hindmarsh is our 
new Vice Principal and is 

teaching some middle years 
courses. 
Our calendar was changed at 
the end of August to include a 
day off for staff and students on 
Sept 30 for National Day for 
Truth and Reconciliation. 
Please consider how you can 
also use this day with your stu-
dents to discuss the reason for 
the holiday – a day to honour 
survivors, families and commu-
nities, and to ensure the history 
and legacy of residential 
schools remains a vital compo-
nent of reconciliation. 
Lastly before I wrap this up, I 
recognize that all schools are 
not perfect but should strive 
for improvements where we 
see a need to improve – as a 
staff we discussed a need to 
make some improvements with 
our own school environment. 
Some students from other 
years have expressed that they 
haven’t felt safe and welcome at 
our school and we want to 
change those perceptions so all 
students feel that Hanley 
School is a good place for 
learning in a positive environ-
ment for all. We hope you also 
support us in that area as we 
work on making it a great place 
for learning. 
That’s all for now.  For further 

information and updates from 

the students and classrooms, 

check out our school website 

at http://blogs.spiritsd.ca/

hanley/.  As always, Mr. Hind-

marsh and I would love to talk 

to you if you have time to send 

us a message or give us a call. 

We’ll talk to you soon. 
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Hanley School has several students 

                            with nut allergies. 
                 Just a reminder we are a 
                        NUT ALERT school. 
         Please make sure your child does not            
             bring nuts or nut 
     products to school. Make sure to                          
               check packaging. 

   

 SCHOOL PICTURES  
MONDAY, SEPT. 27TH 

     

 

FOOTBALL GAMES 

September 24th—Hanley @ Assiniboia 

October 1st—Hanley @ Davidson 

October 7th—Caronport @ Hanley 



times and have loved building 

and climbing while we’re out 

there.  

Our K friends all start next 

week and the 1s think that 

they’ll love playing in our 

classroom and going on out-
door adventures.  

We’ve had a great start to 

our school year! The 1s have 

hit the ground running doing 

some math review and start-

ing our Reading Horizons 

program (we’re excited to 

learn to read!). We’ve been 
out to “our” trees several 

We are excited for our year! 

  

Grades Kindergarten & 1  

Hanley school received a generous grant from Sask Outdoors and Sask Lotter-
ies which was utilized by approximately 100 students from grades K-6, as well 
as 10 staff members. The funds enabled the grade 4/5 class to take part in pro-
gramming led by a Metis Knowledge Keeper, Cort Dogniez, as well as a Saska-
toon Archaeological Society Membership, Pemmican order, and a portion of 
our Double Ball equipment purchased from Lamar Oksasikewiyin. All of our 
learning coincided with our outdoor learning program on First Nations, Metis, 
and Inuit culture and settlement, and our elementary-wide Indigenous Games 
Day in celebration of Indigenous Peoples Day/Month. Thanks to our grant from 
Sask Outdoors and Sask Lotteries, students were able to engage in rich and au-
thentic educational experiences by learning about and using materials that were 
traditional to FNMI peoples in the past.  



wonderful to see!  The stu-

dents love Writer’s Work-

shop the most and are trying 

their best to write inde-

pendently. In Math, the Grade 

2’s have reviewed repeating 

patterns, finding the core, 

describing the attributes as 

well as pattern rules and are 

beginning to work on increas-

ing patterns.  They soon will 

be back into number sense as 

well as addition and subtrac-

tion.  The grade 3’s have also 

started the year with a pat-

terning unit and have already 

started moving onto their 

next unit. The students are 

starting to get into the rou-

tine of reading and sight word 

homework. Spelling starts 

this week as well.   

The most exciting day we had 

involved “Saving Fred”!  

Please ask your child about it!  

�   

We are looking forward to a 

beautiful fall where we start 

learning more about our 

community and we start an 

animal unit.  Have a beautiful 

fall!    

 

Welcome back to an exciting 

new school year!  These first 

few weeks of school have been 

awesome in the grade two/

three classroom! Everyone has 

done such a great job settling 

into our new classroom rou-

tines and procedures! We have 

a new “person” in our class-

room whom we have named 

“Allie”.  She surprises us every 

day by holding something in her 

hand that piques our curiosity 

and gets us interested in our 

day and what we are learning.    

In our room, we have set some 

goals to be better readers, 

writers and to become a class-

room that respects and cares 

for each other.  The students 

are looking out for one anoth-

er, showing kindness, and help-

ing each other out.  It has been 

Grades 2/3 

to learn the difference be-

tween rocks and minerals. 

Students are creating some 

beautiful fall art pieces to 

hang up in the hallway. 

We have been going out-

side to read, write, and 

listen to stories as much 

as possible.  

The Grade 3/4 class has had a 

fun start to the year! Both 

groups are finished review in 

math and are working on their 

patterning units. In ELA they 

are learning how to use Google 

Docs and type an “About Me” 
page. They have also completed 

a writing piece and have brain-

stormed story topics for future 

writing endeavours. In Social 

Studies they are learning about 

agriculture and in health about 

fire safety. In Science, students 

have started to learn about 

rocks, minerals, and erosion. 

They did some "cookie mining" 

Grade 3/4 



Grade 5 & 6 

Grades 7.1 

The grade 5/6 class has been 

busy getting back into rou-

tine.  We have begun working 

with number patterns in 

math.  In Social Studies the stu-

dents have been learning about 

the federal political parties.  The 
class with participate in the Stu-

dent Vote.  In ELA, students are 

learning about the mechanics of 

writing and word develop-

ment.  In Science, the class will 

get to explore the Electricity 

Welcome back to school!  We 

are excited to be working with 

students in our classrooms 

again!  So far this month, we 

have begun to set up some rou-

tines.  In ELA, the Grade 7s have 

begun a unit on "Science Fic-
tion". We will be exploring short 

stories, poetry, and a novel 

study. In Math, students have 

been reviewing some past skills 

to prepare them for starting 

their first unit on Patterns and 

Relations.  I would like to take 

this opportunity to say how im-

portant it is that students master 

kit. In Health, the students 

continue to set goals and 

train for the Step Up for 

Mental Health run.  It is going 

to be a good run!   

  

their multiplication ta-

bles.  This is a fundamental 

skill for their math toolbox.  

 

 

 

 

In Science, the class has be-

gun studying ecosystems and 

habitats.  Finally, in Social, the 

class is beginning the year 

refreshing mapping skills.   

Our class will soon begin 

fund raising for some antici-

pated field trips.  We will 

begin with an ice cream sale 

a t  the  end of  the 

month.  More information 

will be available soon.  In 
closing, should you have any 

questions or concerns, please 

feel free to contact me at the 

school (306-544-2511) or by 

email: 

(Nicole.Bain@spiritsd.ca).   

                       

                              

FUN FACT: 

Pigs don't sweat.  
Swine are born without sweat glands, so when they need to cool off, their only option 

tends to be to find a cool puddle of mud in which they can roll around.  

That makes the saying “Sweating Like a Pig” an inaccurate statement. 

mailto:Nicole.Bain@spiritsd.ca


started to play games and ac-

tivities that align with our 

Covid-19 restrictions, and 

some skill patterns from Vol-

leyball and other fall sports.  

The Social Studies class is 

learning about current events 
and their impact on Canadian 

society and government, as 

well as mapping the world to 

understand the relationship 

of Canada to these events 

around the world.  Lastly, in 

IA they have started drafting 

In Math the students are work-

ing on a review unit of basic 

Math skills, and will start their 

new Unit shortly. In ELA 8 the 

class has begun exploring the 

theme of Science Fiction in writ-

ing. In Science 7 the unit of study 
is “Ecosystems” and the Indige-

nous Perspective. In Career Edu-

cation we are working on per-

sonal awareness of interests and 

abilities, which includes both 

Hard and Soft skills necessary 

for employment. In PE we have 

their Numbers and Letters as 

practice for Orthographic 

drafting. 

 

Grade 8.1 

align with future employment 
opportunities in Career Ed. 
and exploring the way family 
and gender roles have 
changed and evolved in 
Health. In Science the grade 
8’s are learning about cells, 
tissues and organs. They are 
also creating a plant or animal 
cell diagram. In Home Ec. the 
students are learning how to 
wash dishes by hand properly, 
how the lab works and have 
made their first recipe in lab – 

hot chocolate. In Industrial 
Arts they are working on iso-
metrics and drafting. In Phys 
Ed. the students are working 
on their athletic skills.  

The grade 8’s are having a 

fantastic start to the 2021-

2022 school year! 

The Grade 8’s have been work-
ing hard learning about the Ele-
ments and Principles of Design 
in Art and are working on an 
assignment that showcases each 
element. In ELA they are learn-
ing how to analyze short sto-
ries and have been practicing 
mood and tone in their writing. 
Mr. Hindmarsh has them re-
viewing the Pythagorean Theo-
rem and square roots in Math, 
taking personality tests to see 
where the student’s interests 

Grade 8.2 

Hello readers. This is what 

grade 8.1 is learning this month. 

So, starting off with ELA we are 

reading morbid short stories 

and answering questions to go 

along with them. Next up is 

math. In math we are learning 

about Pythagorean Theorem 

and square roots. In science 

class we are learning about ani-

mal and plant cells. During 

health class we are learning 

about families and how women 

rights have changed over 100 

years. In art class we are learn-

ing the six basic elements of 

design and doing an art project 

to represent them. That sums 

up what is going on during the 

month of September. Thanks 

for reading!  

Grade 7.2 



Grade 11 

Welcome back to a new school 

year!  The Grade Tens have 

spent the first couple of weeks 

getting back into the routine of 

school, which seems a bit quicker 

again this year with the quad sys-

tem.  Their Design class has been 

looking at ways to maximize the 

flight distance of a paper airplane.  

They have been going 

through the SGI Drivers’ 

Handbook in Drivers’ Educa-

tion.  In mathematics, they 

have already completed their 

first exam and are now learn-

ing about different ways to 

earn a living and will soon 

find out how much money 

gets deducted from their pay 

cheques.  And finally, in ELA, 

they have transformed the 

article 127 hours into a story.  

Have a great week, everyone! 

Grade 10 

Welcome Back!! It is sure to 
be another different and inter-
esting year. We are back to the 
quad system and these are our 
classes until mid-November.  
 
In ELA 20- We are writing an 
autobiography on childhood 
memories and imagination.  
 

In Phys. Ed 20- We are 
playing a variety of games.  
 
In Work Placement 20- 
We have just completed our 
unit on slope and now we are 
exploring all the different 
types of graphs.   
 

Stay Healthy and Safe!  

landscape. They are current-

ly looking at the diverse 

physical geography of our 

country. In Chemistry 30 the 

students are learning about 

chemical bonding and mate-

rial science. Mr. Freeden and 
the Industrial Arts class has 

planned their projects and 

are in the early stages of con-

struction. 

Welcome back grade 12s! The 

students first quarter classes 

are well underway, and the stu-

dents are busy with their 

course work. In ELA 30A the 

students completed a project 

on Canadian identity and have 
begun exploring the Canadian 

Grades 12 

September has already been 

flying by with the 9s busy as can 

be. They are excited to have 

extracurricular back, and many 

of them are participating on the 

football and volleyball teams. 

Mr. Hursh has been having a 
blast with them in ELA and 

Health working on poetry and 

first aid. In Math, Mr. Herman 

is teaching them all about dec-

imals and fractions. Mrs. 

Schraeder has them for Art 

class where they are making 

collages and Home Ec. where 
they are learning about kitch-

en basics. In IA, they are 

working with small engines 

and welding with Mr. 

Freeden. That’s all for the 9s 

in the month of September! 

Enjoy the rest of the beautiful 

weather! 

Grade 9 


