
We get to December and 
through the snow and chil-
ly temperatures, we also 
get a chance to look back 
at our school year up to 
this point and search for 
ways to improve and also 
to celebrate. Those im-
provements and celebra-
tions can take many forms, 
and the reality is we want 
our school to be a won-
derful place for everyone. 
Our year has been another 
strange one with so many 
other pieces to consider, 
and I always appreciate 
your help and support with 
the day-to-day items and 
working with you on how 
best to support your stu-
dent at our school. No 
school is perfect – there 
are just too many moving 
parts and personalities, but 
the important thing is the 
working together to do the 
best we can. I know your 
own lives are just as busy 
and sometimes just as diffi-
cult. Please remember that 
our job of helping your 
students learn the curricu-
lums and be successful in 
those courses is always 
improved when we contin-
ue to work as a team of 
students, parents and 
school. 
We used an online oppor-

tunity at the end of No-
vember for students in 
grades 11 and 12 to par-
ticipate in a Career Fair 
of many colleges and uni-
versities. Access was 
online as is so much for 
details about those post-
secondary schools. Tran-
scripts of marks for appli-
cations are requested 
online as well from the 
Ministry of Education. 
One of our continuing 
struggles this fall contin-
ues to be the COVID 
regulations and how best 
to keep student-teacher 
relationships strong at the 
same time. I think we are 
all longing for this to look 
different as soon as we’re 
told it can, but until that 
time we’re still expecting 
masks on everyone and 
used correctly. Please 
have a quick talk with 
your student about that 
and helping us with those 
expectations.  
A big “way-to-go” to the 
SRC this fall for their 
work on making school 
fun for students! The 
Spirit Week plans, candy-
grams and the catered 
Christmas Lunch this 
week are examples of 
thinking outside the box 
to make things great! 

Thank-you parents for 
your support on this as 
well and for your dona-
tions to the Christmas 
lunch meal. 
I know that students and 
staff and families are look-
ing forward to the upcom-
ing break and the chance 
for families to get togeth-
er and celebrate with each 
other and find time from 
all the hustle and bustle of 
the year and our jobs to 
rest, relax, rejuvenate and 
be thankful for so many 
things. From my family to 
yours, have a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! 
That’s all for now.  For 

further information and 

updates from the students 

and classrooms, check out 

our school website at 

http://blogs.spiritsd.ca/

hanley/.  As always, Mr. 

Hindmarsh and I would 

love to talk to you if you 

have time to send us a 

message or give us a call. 

We’ll talk to you soon. 
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OUTDOOR CLUB 

Hanley School is launching a new club this year – the Outdoor Club!  I know 

– the name leaves something to be desired.  But whatever it lacks in flashy 

branding, the club will more than make up for it with our activities 

throughout the year! 

The purpose of the Outdoor Club is to give students in Grades 9 -12 the 

chance to experience one of Saskatchewan’s hidden gems – Grey Owl’s Cab-

in on the beautiful shores of Ajawaan lake in Prince Albert National Park.  

Backpacking into this relatively remote location is no mean feat, but for 

those with the skills, determination, and relatives nice enough to help out-

fit them, the rewards are phenomenal.  In addition to the skills they will 

learn to enable them to safely hike in to and (more importantly) back out 

from Grey Owl’s Cabin, membership in the Outdoor Club is intended to fos-

ter a sense of responsibility, self-reliance, self-confidence, and apprecia-

tion for nature. 

Permission forms will be going home with interested students before the 

Christmas break.   



               
Hanley School has several students 

                            with nut allergies. 
                 Just a reminder we are a 
                        NUT ALERT school. 
         Please make sure your child does not            
             bring nuts or nut 
     products to school. Make sure to                          
               check packaging. 

 

SUPER SABERS 
 

'Super Sabers' is the latest addition to Hanley Saber Sports. This program is an introduction 
to Fundamental Sport Skills using a fun collection of games and activities that keep kids ac-
tive and instill a love for sport. 

This is a learn-to-play program that will be offered to every student in Grades 4-6 at Hanley 
School.  We will be developing beginner sport skills, fundamental movement skills, and a 
foundation for physical literacy . 

The Super Sabers program will consist of five sessions per sport (sports are TBA). This pro-
gram will teach basic skills for the designated sport while teaching the skills of running, jump-
ing, and moving the body with speed, balance, and control. We coach in a progressive man-
ner building on a week-to-week basis with our main focus on having lots of fun! 

So far we have learned the basic skills for volleyball and basketball. In January we will do five 
sessions on badminton. We have been fortunate to have Mrs. Kim Dietz volunteer her time 
with us and Miss Chery Randall has graciously helped out as well!  

It has been so great to see the students learning sport skills while enjoying movement.  

We are looking forward to the upcoming sessions! 

Ms. Martineau & Mrs. Koroll 



The 1s just finished off a Rab-

bit/Hare inquiry project. We 

learned many things, includ-

ing: rabbits are born blind and 

hares are born with vision. 

Did you know that rabbit/

hare homes are called war-
rens and not burrows or 

holes? We wrapped up the 

inquiry project by watching 

the movie Peter Rabbit! 

The Ks have been busy learn-

ing letters and letter sounds 

and are doing so well with 

writing the letters! The 1s 

have been learning new sight 

We've been enjoying the 

warmer December weather 

as we love spending our af-

ternoons in the trees. We've 

been very into fort-building 

and have some awesome 

structures that we're working 
on. They provide some shel-

ter on the windy days and 

that's been helpful! 

In math, the Ks are working 

on numbers 0-10 and the 1s 

are working on numbers 0-20 

and currently learning some 

addition strategies. We love 

to play math games together! 

words and so many reading 

strategies. These students 

love to read!  

We are doing a K/1 Toy 

Drive for our K/1 families. 

Gently used or new items 

will be donated to Egadz in 
Saskatoon. 

We are looking forward to 

our last week before the 

break and to spending lots of 

time with loved ones over 

the holidays! 

Grades Kindergarten & 1 

                        

  SRC Spirit Week 

December 13-17 

 

 Monday: Christmas Hat and Ugly Sweater Day! 
 

 Tuesday: Christmas Character! 
 

 Wednesday: Christmas Present Day! 
 

 Thursday: Pajama Day! 
 

 Friday: Formal Day! 



and we made heritage 

shields.    

In Reading, we have learned 

about nouns. We also have 

been working on new pho-

netic skills, long vowels and 

when to use “ck” at the end 

of a word. We have started 

using a phonics ap called 

Lalilo on our iPads that tests 

students and challenges them 

right at their level.   

The Christmas season has 

brought a lot of fun learning 

and opportunities to review 

things we’ve been learning.  

We have read winter poetry 

and written our own! We 

have read hoards of books!  

We have especially enjoyed 

Jan Brett’s Christmas stories.  

We have had an entire week 

with Gingerbread as our 

theme.  We have had a few 

STEM building challenges that 

the students especially have 

loved. Our last week of 

school will be packed with 

fun themed lessons that will 

keep kids engaged while they 

are so excited about Christ-

mas! Thank you so much to 

parents for helping us with 

our supplies for our STEM 

projects! Have a Merry 

Christmas! 

 

Merry Christmas from the 2/3 

classroom! We have been busy, 

busy, busy this month! At the 

end of November, we finished 

off our Fairy Tale unit with the-

ater! Three groups performed 

a drama for their classmates.  

Many students memorized their 

lines, created sets, gathered or 

made props, put together cos-

tumes and were thrilled to act 

in front of their classmates.    

In Math, we learned strategies 

for subtracting and we had a 

unit in geometry learning about 

symmetry.    

In Social Studies, we have 

learned about the prairies as 

well as people and things in our 

community that keep us safe, 

what our town landmarks are, 

Grades 2/3  

Science- Students have been 
participating in Christmas-
themed S.T.E.M. (science, 
technology, engineering, 
math) challenges leading up 
to the break. The garden will 
be planted right after Christ-
mas so that we do not have 
to worry about watering 
over the holiday. 
Social Studies- We are learn-
ing about the difference be-
tween immigration and emi-
gration, as well as the push 
and pull factors that may 
cause them. We will be stud-
ying a handful of cultural 
groups that were early 

settlers here in Saskatchewan 
as we look at the diversity 
across our province. In the 
new year, we will also be ask-
ing students to interview a 
person who has either immi-
grated to Saskatchewan or a 
relative who could recount 
some of the immigration ex-
periences of their family.  
Health- We continue to focus 
on cyber safety in our person-
al safety unit, but in the new 
year, the grade 4s will also be 
able to participate in a 
presentation from MADD 
Canada.  

The Grade 3/4 room is a busy 
place! 
ELA- Students continue to prac-
tice paragraph writing and have 
started their first multi-
paragraph assignment this 
week (fact vs. opinion). They 
will be writing holiday stories 
and poems. The class has been 
working on summarizing skills 
for fictional pieces and created 
a comic to retell the events of a 
story.  
Math- The Gr. 4s will do a quick 
data management unit prior to 
the holiday. The Gr. 3s are 
working on using number lines, 
skip counting and addition. 

Grade 3/4 



Grade 5 & 6 

Grade 7 

Merry Christmas!!  I hope every-

one has a wonderful holiday and 

gets time to do something 

fun.  We will be starting some 

new units after the break.  In 

Math we have been learning 

more about working with deci-
mals.  In ELA, the students will 

be learning about a variety of 

In the Grade 7.1 classroom, 

things have continued to be 

busy!  In ELA we are exploring 

Informational Texts. Students 

are learning about pre-reading 

and during reading strate-

gies.  We have been working on 
Decimal Operations and Frac-

tions in math.  We will continue 

to do so after the break.  In so-

cial, the students continue to 

work through their research as-

signment on Pacific Rim coun-

tries.  In science, the class has 

cultures and their celebra-

tions.  Social Studies has the 

students learning about geog-

raphy.  In art, we will contin-

ue to learn more techniques 

to create artwork.  Students 

will get opportunities to learn 
more songs with the boom-

whackers.  In the new year, 

begun their unit on Mixtures 

and Solutions.  The holidays 

are just around the cor-

ner!  Students and staff are 

looking forward to spending 

some well-deserved family 

time. I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you and 

yours a very Merry Christ-

mas and blessed New 

Year!  As always, should you 

have any questions or con-

cerns, please feel free to 

contact me at the school.  

students will have a presenta-

tion put on by MADD.  Enjoy 

every minute of your holiday. 

 

                                                    

FUN FACT: 

 

 

      The eight tiny reindeer have had lots of names. 

Rudolph was almost named Rollo or Reginald, which 
doesn't quite have the same ring to it. But his crew al-
so had lots of other names. They've also been called 
Flossie, Glossie, Racer, Pacer, Scratcher, Feckless, 

Ready, Steady and Fireball. 



Grade 8.1 

ing on to a stained-glass pro-

ject. In I.A., students are start-

ing to fit their folding tables 

and sand each piece. In Phys. 

Ed., they have started a bas-

ketball unit. They are also 

preparing to go skating in the 

new year, possibly doing some 

curling as well. Mr. Cory 

would appreciate some parent 

helpers for those activities, 

and advance notice of those 

dates will be given. All stu-

dents will need CSA approved 

helmets to go on the ice to 

skate, as it is a PSSD rule. 

Grade 8's do not need hel-

mets to curl. In Health, the 

grade 8’s are working on in-

fographics for an incurable 

disease of their choice. Lastly, 

in Career Ed., students are 

exploring change and growth 

by responding positively to 

their lives through problem 

solving, time management and 

analyzing behaviour and atti-

tudes. 

The grade 8’s are wrapping up 

2021 wonderfully. In E.L.A., 

they have been reading The 

Giver and completing assign-

ments that correlate with the 

novel.  In Science, they just 

wrote an Optics and Vision ex-

am and are completing light 

mazes.  We just started a unit 

on forces, fluids, and density. In 

Math, they are working on mul-

tiplying and dividing fractions. In 

Home Ec., the grade 8’s have 

finished the foods portion of 

their course and have begun 

reviewing sewing tools and 

equipment and have begun 

learning about the parts of the 

sewing machine. Soon they will 

begin sewing with the sewing 

machine. In art, the grade 8's 

have been learning about Ro-

man mosaics and have been 

working on creating their own 

mosaic. This project should be 

wrapped up before Christmas. 

Next the students will be mov-

Grade 8.2 

The 8.1 class have been work-

ing extremely hard and are 

ready for a well-deserved 

break. In Science they just 

wrote an Optics and Vision ex-

am and are completing light 

mazes.  We just started a unit 

on forces, fluids, and density. In 

ELA, the class has been explor-

ing social justice issues. While 

wrapping that up, they transi-

tioned into a novel study of 

The Giver. This novel is set in 

the "perfect" world. Home Ec. 

class has just started reviewing 

sewing tools and equipment 

and have begun learning about 

the parts of the sewing ma-

chine. Soon they will begin 

sewing with the sewing ma-

chine, and in Art they have 

been learning about Roman 

mosaics and have been work-

ing on creating their own mo-

saic.  In I.A. students are 

starting to fit their folding 

tables and sand each piece. 

Finally in Phys. Ed. students 

are starting a basketball unit 

and plan to go skating and 

curling in the new year. Have 

a great holiday everyone! 



Grade 11 

The holidays are almost here!  

The Grade Tens have been 

working hard and are sure look-

ing forward to a well-earned 

break.  In Design, they have just 

finished up their personal pro-

jects and are starting on 3D de-

sign.  They have just finished 

Factoring in Mathematics and 

are getting ready to start on 

Roots and Powers. In IA, they 

have finished up building the 

boxes for their cupboards 

and shelfs and are starting on 

facing and wood fill. The 

Home Ec. lab has been pour-

ing out all kinds of goodies, as 

the students have been busy 

making smoothies, cinnamon 

twists and banana bread.  

Merry Christmas, everybody! 

Grade 10 

Happy Holidays Everyone!! We 
are excited to have our two 
week break to rest, celebrate 

and enjoy our friends and family!  

In History 20- We are learning 

about the Russian Revolution.  

In Phys. Ed 20- We are 
competing in intensive volley-

ball matches and ping pong.  

In Health Science 20- we 
are surveying all the body 
systems with an exploration 
on vital signs and how to as-

sess a medical situation with 

Mr. Hursh. 

See you in the New Year!!  

of Boyden's Three Day Road. 

They will wrap up the novel 

study by writing literary anal-

ysis essays. In History 30, the 

grade 12s are studying the 

causes of confederation and 

completing independent re-
search of a significant event 

in Canadian history. The 

math classes are learning 

about probability. We hope 

everyone enjoys their well-

deserved break. See you in 

the new year! 

Merry Christmas and Happy 

Holidays from the grade 12 

homeroom! Our second quar-

ter of the year is flying by, and 

the learning continues in each 

of the grade 12 classes. The 

ELA 30A class with Mr. Imes 
has completed their novel study 

Grades 12 

December is here and the stu-

dents have been hard at work, 

eagerly anticipating the holiday 

break. In ELA, they have been 

working to create fictional sto-

ries with original characters and 

settings. They have been study-
ing various pieces of literature 

to increase their understanding 

of fictional writing. Math has 

had the students working with 

graphing equations and in Sci-

ence, they have been learning 

all about cells. Home Ec. has 

the students focused on sew-

ing whereas IA has them 

learning all about welding and 

small engines. In Phys. Ed., the 

students have been playing a 
variety of games while work-

ing to improve their personal 

fitness levels. In Art, the nines 

have been working with per-

spective and are creating 

their own drawings using the 

techniques they have studied. 

It has been a fantastic start to 

the school year. Happy Holi-

days! 

 

Grade 9 


