
Well, I think I can speak 
for all of us here when I 
say it’s been an abnormal 
January to start the year 
off as far as school is con-
cerned. That cold snap that 
pitted in with us in Decem-
ber managed to hang on 
through the Christmas 
break and keep it’s claws in 
us for the first week back 
to school, keeping buses 
from running and many 
students away from home. 
The latest round of 
COVID variant is also mak-
ing this past week of 
school abnormal for clas-
ses and student progress as 
we near the end of this 
quad and semester one. 
Parents, please push your 
students to help their 
teachers keep moving 
ahead in their courses by 
having them keep working 
on their school work while 
they are at home. Students 
have a year plan of course 
outcomes that teachers 
will be focusing on com-
pleting this year, and so 
teachers are posting assign-
ments online for students 
who are missing school so 
they can work at home to 
keep caught up. Please 
have your students send in 
what they complete as it 
gets done, so there is un-

derstanding built up and 
checked. Teachers will 
assess that work sent in 
and provide students 
feedback as well including 
marks. 
Not every home has an 
easy time in helping their 
students in this way and 
we know Google Class-
rooms and internet 
speeds don’t always work 
like we want them to. If 
that is an issue for your 
student, please have them 
contact the teacher, or 
parents are always invited 
to do the same. 
The second quad as well 
as the first semester will 
finish at the end of Janu-
ary. Staff will have January 
31  to grade final exams 
from the week before and 
mark assignments turned 
in by then, as well as pre-
pare the grades on Pow-
erSchool and prepare for 
the next quad. The 
parent/student view of 
PowerSchool will close 
January 24 and open again 
on Feb 1. That’s the start 
of the second semester 
and the third quad. 
We’ve had nine recess 
days for the Cold Cats 
again and I don’t doubt 
some more might be still 
coming this winter. Let 

Mrs. Block know if you 
want to add your son/
daughter to the list of stu-
dents I’ll still take outside 
when the temperatures 
drop colder than minus 25 
and indoor recesses take 
place. 
PSSD will be sending out 
new surveys to parents, 
students and staff regard-
ing block scheduling in 
quads as we were di-
rected to do this year. 
Please take time to re-
spond when you are able 
to as your responses have 
a definite impact on our 
timetabling and course 
selection for next year. 
The surveys should be 
shared in the near future. 
That’s all for now.  For 

further information and 

updates from the students 

and classrooms, check out 

our school website at 

http://blogs.spiritsd.ca/

hanley/.  As always, Mr. 

Hindmarsh and I would 

love to talk to you if you 

have time to send us a 

message or give us a call. 
We’ll talk to you soon. 
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               Hanley School has several students 

                            with nut allergies. 

                 Just a reminder we are a 

                        NUT ALERT school. 

         Please make sure your child does                    

         not bring nuts or nut 

     products to school. Make sure to                          

               check packaging. 

                                                    

FUN FACT: 
 

A group of frogs is called an army.  

 

 

 



ground.  Our most favorite 

art project was a winter col-

lage where we made mixed 

media penguins based on the 

art we saw in a book we read 

at Christmas time!    

In Grade 2 Math we are 

working on place value and 

regrouping.  In Reading we 

are learning about suffixes.  

Writer’s Workshop in one of 

the students’ favorite things 

to do.  There are lots of Pig-

gie and Gerald stories being 

written these days!   

We are off to a great start to 

2022!  We look forward to 

the weather warming up a bit 

so we can spend more time 

playing in the snow!  

Happy New Year!  We started 

2022 by celebrating the New 

Year with a fun day of New 

Year Activities.  We made cool 

crowns and learned about mak-

ing resolutions and writing 

goals for ourselves.  We also 

learned about how different 

communities around the world 

celebrate New Year’s.  

The freezing cold beginnings of 

2022 went along quite well 

with our Winter Theme in the 

classroom!  We have centered 

our learnings around the 

weather!  In Science we have 

learned about the coldest place 

on earth, how animals adapt to 

winter and the Aurora lights.  

In Social we have learned about 

the Inuit communities in the 

north.  We learned about some 

of the traditions, winter festivi-

ties and how igloos were made.  

We had an exciting engineering 

project called Frozen Fortress 

where we had to build a sturdy 

fortress wall that couldn’t be 

destroyed by a snowball attack.  

In Art we drew igloos with the 

Northern Lights in the back-

Grades 2/3  

ELA: 

-Ks are working on letters 

and letter sounds (F, L, M, N, 

R). 

-1s are working on CVC 

words, sight words, and basic 

sentence writing. 
Art: 

-we've been experimenting 

with some fun mediums: 

Math: 

-Ks are working on numbers 

0-10: counting, building, writ-

ing. 

-1s have been working on 

different strategies that will 

help them with addition (ie: 
counting on, finger math,  

etc.) 

 

snow, salt, food colouring, 

etc. 

Outdoor Ed: 

-It was so fun to head back to 

our trees after the Holiday 

break and the cold snap. We 

found prairie chicken tracks 
AND poop, wood shavings, 

and a woodpecker!  

Grades Kindergarten & 1 



Math- The Grade 4s begin 
their first unit on multiplica-
tion and division. We posted 
games, pages, and videos on 
the Google Classroom page 
that students can use for ex-
tra practice at home. The 
Grade 3s are working on 
adding and subtracting and 
working their way up to mul-
tiplication. 
Science- We will start to plan 
and plant our garden this 
week. Students will learn 
about plant structures and 

soil science. We will also be 
covering another Grade 4 
science unit on sound over 
the next couple of months. 
Social Studies- In Social Stud-
ies we have been learning 
about the settlement of Sas-
katchewan and the different 
cultural groups that have 

immigrated to Saskatchewan 
based on the different push/
pull factors that they were 
faced with. Soon we will be 
asking students to conduct an 
interview with someone that 
they know who could share 
their, or their family’s, experi-
ences immigrating to Sas-
katchewan.  
Health- In Health we are con-
tinuing to learn about per-
sonal safety, as well as rela-
tionships and peer pressure. 
We had to reschedule our 

MADD presentation to April 
5th. MADD Canada will be 
visiting to deliver a presenta-
tion to the Grade 4-6 classes 
about the dangers of im-
paired driving.  

ELA- Students will be exploring 
their own identity and learning 
about others through an anti-
racist teaching resource creat-
ed by a Saskatchewan teacher 
who recently came to Hanley to 
speak to the staff. Students will 
be reading and listening to sto-
ries and completing writing ac-
tivities throughout this unit. 
The class has also signed up for 
the Meaning of Home writing 
contest through Habitat for Hu-
manity. Each entry will mean a 
$10 donation to our local Habi-

tat for Humanity. Students are 
working on writing their best 
winter narratives! The focus is 
on writing 3 good paragraphs 
and creating a story that fol-
lows a plot line of introduction, 
rising action, climax, falling ac-
tion and resolution. 

Grade 3/4 



Grade 5 & 6 

Grade 7 

The grade 5/6 class has just be-

gun a new unit in Language 

Arts.  They are quite excited to 

learn more about myster-

ies.  The students who were 

here participated in solving a 

mystery in the classroom.  In 
Social Studies, the students have 

been learning more about a vari-

ety of countries along the Atlan-

tic Ocean and compare them to 

Canada.  In Math, the students 

The Grade 7 classes have been 

continuing to work hard. In ELA, 

we finished up our unit on Infor-

mational Text. We will be 

spending the next couple of 

weeks on developing our gram-

mar, usage and writing skills.  I 
understand these topics don't 

often send chills of excitement 

through students, but these are 

important concepts, and we 

need to refine them.  We con-

are working hard to improve 

their skills with multiplication 

and division, while incorpo-

rating decimals for the grade 

6's.  In Health, the class has 

begun to work on independ-

ent projects for Growth 
Mindset.  In Arts Education, 

the class continues to learn 

new techniques such as per-

spective drawing.  The class 

will continue to learn more 

tinue to work through our 

math unit on Decimals and 

Fractions. Students need to 

ensure they are completing 

the assignments in a timely 

fashion; each concept builds 

on the next. We post assign-
ments in the Google Class-

room daily, so even if stu-

dents need to be at home, 

they can stay on top of the 

content. In social studies, the 

about drama and music.  We 

are all getting very eager to 

get outside after having so 

many indoor days. Please en-

sure students are prepared to 

be outside on milder 

days.  As always, thank you 
for all your help with the stu-

dents being prepared for 

their days at home or here at 

school. 

class has been studying "The 

Way Canadians Govern 

Themselves".  In science, the 

class has been working on a 

Mixtures and Solutions 

unit.  As always, should you 

have any questions or con-
cerns, please feel free to con-

tact me at the school (306-

544-2511).  Take care! 

Grade 8 

Happy new year from the grade 

8 classes! We have started the 

new year doing our best to stay 

in routine during the freezing 

weather. In math we are cur-

rently exploring rates, ratios, 

and proportional reasoning. 

They will be identifying and ex-

ploring rates and ratios through 

familiar situations. In Health, we 

are investigating the impact of 

violence and abuse on the well-

being of, and the support need-

ed to help individuals, families, 

and communities. In ELA we 

have wrapped up our study of 

The Giver. We have begun 

our exploration of Holocaust 

Literature. We will be reading 

and viewing significant sources 

which reflect the social, politi-
cal, and economic conditions 

of the time. Science has us 

completing a unit on force, 

fluids and density. Then we will 

have a short unit on Water-

ways before the end if the se-

mester. In both home eco-

nomics and industrial arts, we 

are working hard to finish 

our projects before the end 

of Q2.  

In Phys. Ed. we are complet-

ing an activities and games 

unit, while we finish our five 

components of Fitness Test-

ing by the end of January. We 

are looking forward to the 

next half of the school year!  



Grade 11 

Happy January, everyone!  Well, 

final exams are right around the 

corner!  The grade 10’s have 

been busy finishing up final pro-

jects in Design, where they’re 

working on a Job Portfolio.  In IA 

they are finishing up their various 

cabinets and shelves, while in 

Home Ec they have been 

busy sewing Bunnyhugs.  In 

Mathematics, they have just 

finished up working with Ex-

ponents and Radicals and are 

now working on graphing Lin-

ear Equations.  

Stay warm, everyone! 

Grade 10 

Final Exams are next week. 

Good Luck!  

In History 20- We are com-

pleting project around WWII 

and starting investigating the 

Cold War.  

In Phys. Ed. 20- Finishing 

our fitness profiles and tests. 

Playing sports!!  

In Health Science 20- We 

have completed our survey 

on body systems and are now 

analyzing our nutrition and 

how it effects our body.    

Stay Warm! Stay Healthy!  

a topic of interest in Canadi-

an History. In ELA 30A, the 

students are examining texts 

that display diverse Canadian 

perspectives. Workplace 30 

is working on Law of Sines 

and Law of Cosines. 
The Foundations 30 class is 

working on Polynomial Func-

tions and their graphs. 
The grade 12 class is wrap-

ping up their course work as 

the second quarter ends. The 

History 30 class completed a 

unit on settling the Canadian 

west. The students have also 

been putting the finishing 
touches on a research paper on 

Grades 12 

The Grade 9s have been busy 

pushing their way towards the 

end of Q2. In ELA, they have 

been learning about fiction 

while working on book reviews 

and book in a box projects. Mr. 

Herman is teaching them all 
about polynomials in Math class 

and Ms. Prakash is teaching 

them about reproduction in 

Science. In Phys. Ed., they are 

playing a variety of games and 

taking part in various fitness 

activities. Mr. Freeden has the 

students working with welding 

and small engines in IA class, 

and Mrs. Schraeder has them 

sewing in Home Ec. She also 
has them working with East-

ern Woodland paintings in 

Art class.  

 

 

 

Grade 9 


