
We are on the last stretch 
this week before the break 
in February and I can tell 
that families and students 
are probably feeling that 
the multiple days of cold 
and turbulent weather this 
winter has been enough 
for all of us. If we all hope 
and wish together, maybe 
our positive energy for it 
will have us all come back 
to warmer temperatures in 
March. That said we’ll all 
have to be considering 
whether March comes in 
like a lion or like a lamb 
and what the end of that 
month will have in store 
for us. 
I know everyone is talking 
about the provincial an-
nouncement about masks 
and not requiring them af-
ter the break. The school 
division has done a great 
job of sending out updates 
all year as they get new 
information and so you’ll 
be aware that starting on 
February 28 we will not 
require students to wear 
those masks in school. I 
look forward to seeing 
those faces and smiles 
again after not having a 
chance for a couple years. I 
also look forward to meet-
ing some students face to 
face who we’ve never had 

the chance to do that 
with before. That all said, 
we also want to support 
families and staff and stu-
dents who are uncom-
fortable with the change 
and will encourage those 
students and staff to con-
tinue to wear the masks 
as they might need to. 
Please contact me if you’d 
like to discuss this and 
how we can support your 
student. 
Our school year was split 
into quads for the senior 
grades this year after a 
school division survey 
completed last year by 
staff and students, as well 
as parents gave feedback 
in support. Another sur-
vey was sent out this year 
and the responses col-
lected showed a variety 
of supports for quads and 
also for semestered clas-
ses. We will be connect-
ing with students and staff 
in the school as well to 
hear that variety of sup-
ports for both and making 
timetable plans that re-
flect those answers and 
our current staffing levels 
and course offerings. 
With the end of the 
month changes to the 
health mandates, much of 
our previous practices at 

school will return. Like 
many schools and staffs 
and students, we hope 
that some simpler days 
are ahead of us. Thank 
you again for your adjust-
ments to our practices 
over the last school year 
and a half. Your coopera-
tion through some difficult 
changes and restrictions is 
appreciated. 
I wish you a relaxing and 
enjoyable break with fami-
ly and friends and hope 
your students return on 
February 28 rejuvenated 
and ready for the next 
chunk of the school year. 
I’ll also leave you with a 
heads up reminder of the 
March 7 day of no school 
for students. 
That’s all for now.  For 

further information and 

updates from the students 

and classrooms, check out 

our school website at 

http://blogs.spiritsd.ca/

hanley/.  As always, Mr. 

Hindmarsh and I would 

love to talk to you if you 

have time to send us a 

message or give us a call. 

We’ll talk to you soon. 
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               Hanley School has several students 

                            with nut allergies. 

                 Just a reminder we are a 

                        NUT ALERT school. 

         Please make sure your child does                    

         not bring nuts or nut 

     products to school. Make sure to                          

               check packaging. 

                                                    

FUN FACT: 
 

You lose up to 30 percent  

of your taste buds 

during flight.  



that grabs our reader’s atten-

tion, at least four more sen-

tences and then an ending 

sentence that wraps it all up.  

We are also creating lots of 

“sloppy copies” and then 

working on revisions and 

making a “neat sheet”.  It’s a 

lot of work but the students 

are trying hard and taking 

pride in their accomplish-

ments.   

In math, the grade 2’s have 

worked so hard to learn how 

to do addition and subtrac-

tion with carrying and bor-

rowing!  It has been tricky, 

but they are smart, smart, 

smart, and catching on so 

fast!  We also are doing lots 

of story problems and contin-

uing with mental math strate-

gies like finding “friendly 

tens” numbers, using doubles, 

and doubles plus or minus 

one to do computations 

more easily!  I encourage you 

to ask your child to do some 

mental math while you’re 

driving places and ask what 

strategies they’re using to 

figure things out!  

I hope you and your family 

have a wonderful Mid Winter 

Break! 

  

The freezing cold temperatures 

this past month have inspired 

our class to get puzzling!  

Thank you to all of you who let 

us borrow puzzles or even do-

nated them to our room!    

We adore February because it 

gives us the opportunity to cel-

ebrate love, friendship and 

kindness in our reading, writ-

ing, art, drama, dancing and, of 

course, the always fun and ex-

citing Valentine’s Day party.   

We celebrated “Two’s Day” (2

-2-22) this month!  We had an 

elementary wing writing pro-

ject where we made a bulletin 

board that each student got to 

be a part of.  Each student re-

ceived four sticky notes and, on 

each note, had to write what 

they’d buy for $2, $22, $222 

and $2222!  The kids loved 

it!    

Our goal this year is to become 

better writers.  We are cur-

rently working on opinion writ-

ing.  We are trying to have sto-

ries with an opening sentence 

Grades 2/3  

-made snow forts 

-gotten stuck up to our hips 

(so much snow!) 

-put out some bird food and 

noticed a lot more bird 

friends in our trees 

 
Ks have been working hard 

on their letters and letter 

sounds and the 1s are learn-

ing new sight words and 

February is halfway through, 

and we've been loving the 

warmer weather. During our 

trips to the trees we've: 

-seen rabbit tracks 

-followed prairie chicken 

tracks (and found scat!) 
-seen 2 woodpeckers...or the 

same woodpecker twice? Ha-

ha 

-made a snow maze 

reading strategies every day!  

 

We've been having fun with 

our 'food neutral' unit in 

health. We've talked about 

foods that we like and foods 

that we don't like yet. We're 
learning what different foods 

do for our bodies and all of 

the reasons why we eat!  

Grades Kindergarten & 1 



Math- The Grade 4s have 

been plugging away at their 

multiplication facts up to 12 

x 12. They just started divi-

sion and have learned how 

multiplication and division 

are related. The Grade 3s 
are working on double digit 

addition and subtraction with 

carrying. 

Science- Our garden is plant-

ed and already in bloom! We 

will transplant what we can 

into the larger garden boxes 

prior to the break. Students 

have also planted flax seeds 

to learn about root systems. 

We will also be learning 

about the concepts of sound 

alongside learning about 

plants and soil. 

Social Studies- The students 

have been busy conducting 

their interviews with people 

who have immigrated to Sas-

katchewan. The interviews 

that have come back so far 

look great! We have also 

started a class research pro-

ject where the students are 

learning about important or 

influential Saskatchewan peo-
ple or programs. 

Health- We have been learn-

ing about stress and practic-

ing stress management tech-

niques. Recently, we have 

looked at how we can use 

mindfulness activities to help 

manage stress.  

The students did a fantastic 

job presenting their Genius 

Hour projects. It was their 

first crack at speaking in front 

of a group, and everyone did 

great! 

The Grade 3/4 class has had a 

busy month so far! We are 

looking forward to going skat-

ing this week and transplanting 

our garden in the big boxes. 

ELA- Students have been learn-

ing about the different parts of 
their identity as we go through 

our anti-racist unit. Soon they 

will learn the difference be-

tween ethnicity and race. Stu-

dents have been listening to 

many stories during this unit. 

Some of our favourites are Ru-

by's Wish and Nibi's Water Song. 

Students have entered their 

writing into the Meaning of 

Home writing contest. Each 

piece of writing will mean a $10 

donation to our local Habitat 

for Humanity. As a class we 

have discussed what home is, 

why people struggle to have 

homes, and how kids can give 

back to their communities.  

Grade 3/4 



Grade 5 & 6 

Grade 7 

The grade 5/6 class has been 

busy solving mysteries in Lan-

guage Arts.  They have taken 

time to write some very inter-

esting mystery stories.  In Math, 

the grade 6's are working 

through fractions, rate and ra-
tio.  The grade 5's will be start-

ing a unit on fractions after the 

break. In Science we will be 

starting a unit about the Solar 

System.  We plan to do some 

Well, this weather has certainly 

kept us on our toes.  Please 

know I post assignments in the 

ELA and math Google Class-

rooms; if your child is not able 

to be here, he/she can still keep 

up.  Report cards were available 
to view through PowerSchool 

last week.  I hope you have had 

a chance to look at your child's 

report.  Please feel free to con-

tact me should you wish to dis-

cuss your child's progress.   

skating after the break.  Enjoy 

a much deserved February 

Break. 

We have been looking at 

grammar and writing devel-

opment in ELA.  It truly isn't 

energizing for the kids, but it 

is important to build a foun-

dation for future writ-

ing.  After we wrap up this 
section, we will be exploring 

the theme of "Mystery".  In 

math, we are working 

through our "Rate, Ratio and 

Proportion Unit".  The class 

is working hard and are 

grasping the concepts quite 

well!  In science, the students 

just finished a unit ex-

am.  They will be studying 

Heat and Temperature 

next!  In social studies, the 

class has been researching 
and discovering information 

about Canada's government 

and structures.   

Have a wonderful spring and 

try to enjoy the warmer tem-

peratures! 

Grade 8 

2022 started off with a cold 

snap, but the grade 8’s have 

continued to work hard. In 

Math, they recently completed 

a test on Rate and Ratio and 

are starting a new unit on Per-

cent. In Art, they have been 

working on completing their 

charcoal and still life drawings. 

Canadian geography has been 

the focus of Social Studies class 

as students are working in part-

ners to complete a research 

project. The latest unit on the 

cycle of abuse in Health has 

been completed with a quiz. In 

Career Ed., students are ex-

ploring the different types of 

learning styles and figuring out 

which one works best for 

them. For PAA, students have 

just switched from Home Ec. 

to I. A. or vice versa, for those 

who are in Home Ec., they are 

learning about the sewing ma-

chine and will begin sewing 

soon. Those students who 

are in I.A. are working on 

drafting. Last, but not least, in 

E.L.A. the students have com-

pleted reading up to chapter 

6 in the novel The Boy in The 

Striped Pajamas by John 

Boyne.    



Grade 11 

Well, the Grade 10’s are eagerly 

awaiting the February break, but 

they are busy doing a lot of 

learning before then!  In Science 

they have been studying eco-

zones and biodiversity, as well as 

food chains and food webs.  

They have been working on 

Computer Assisted Design in 

IA and studying for their 

Food Safety course in Home 

Ec.  In Wellness, they have 

been playing a variety of 

games and just finished fitness 

testing.  Have a great week, 

everyone! 

Grade 10 

Happy February!  With it, comes 
new classes with a new semes-
ter!  
Environmental Science 20- 
We are currently evaluating our 
environmental worldview and 
discussing how human popula-
tion growth affects the environ-
ment  

Physical Science 20- We 
are completing our mathe-
matical assessment, so we are 
able to apply it to our scien-
tific knowledge 
Foundations 20- We are 
computing Law of Sine and 
Cosine 

Have a Wonderful February 

Break with your family and 

friends!  

square root of functions. In 

ELA 30B, the students have 

been exploring identity 

through a variety of poems, 

stories, and videos. They will 

begin Hamlet after the Feb-

ruary break.  

The third quarter of the 

school year is underway and 

the grade 12s are busy with 

their new classes. The three 

grade 12 classes this quarter 

are Pre-Calculus, Phys. Ed. and 

ELA 30B. The math class with 
Mr. Herman is studying the 

Grades 12 

February has been cruising by 

for the Grade 9s, and the break 

is right around the corner! 

They have been diving into Wil-

liam Shakespeare's Romeo and 

Juliet in ELA and have done a 

wonderful job of acting out the 
roles. In Career Ed., they are 

looking into what makes them 

unique and how they can apply 

that to their future career 

paths. Math has the students 

working with polynomials, and 

they are looking at eras and 

ages in Social class. In IA, the 

students are working with 

small engines and learning to 

weld, and in Home Ec., they 
are experimenting with sew-

ing techniques. They are also 

learning about and creating 

their own dances in Art class. 

That's all for the 9s in the 

month of February.  

Enjoy the break, everyone! 

Grade 9 


