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A Word about Portfolios





Portfolios are an ongoing collection of work samples that will reflect student learning. These samples should present a clear picture of the process developed to meet learner goal(s). The samples in a portfolio can reflect a student’s skills, ideas, interests, and accomplishments. Included in a portfolio might be student self-assessments and goal setting as well as a reflection on what the student is experiencing as he/she works toward the goal(s). The student and teacher may have designed an action plan that will aid in the meeting of the goal(s).





Items in the portfolio:





Progress Report


Behaviour Report


Two goals with steps and timeline


Graduation & Post-Secondary Plan


Evidence from each class that justifies report card mark


Other items that are of interest to the student, parent or teacher





To understand and be understood: empowering a community of learners





Student Led Conferences





Portfolios might be assembled in a binder, duotang, or folder or digitally.
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Student led conferences develop a positive influence on student success in school


Student, parents and teacher become partners in the education process


Child centered


Personal


Strength focused


Fosters student pride in reaching goals


Clear learning goals and targets are set and communicated


Encourages students to be advocates for their learning


Encourages professional skills valuable in the workplace








What to expect?


Teacher acts as facilitator as student leads the conference


Parent takes on a more active role in discussing their child’s learning


Open conversations around learning and learning needs














Suggested questions/comments for parents during the SLC:


(Please note that these are only suggestions).





What is first on your agenda?


Can you tell me more about…?


How did you learn that?


Can you show me an example?


I’ve noticed that you’ve learned…


What are you most proud of?


It makes me proud to see that you…


How do you feel about…?


What was the most important thing you learned during this project?


What did you find challenging about…?


I can see improvements in…


What do you think you have improved on in Math?


What are you working on now?


What would you like to learn more about?


What would help you to improve in this?








What people are saying:


“…the student led conference lets you show your parents what you’ve learned and how you have improved.”                 A student





“Having my child lead the conference has shown me how my child views her learning. It was powerful!”                     A parent


 


“Teaching students to be reflective about their learning provides them with life skills.”


			           A teacher





Why Change?





What is a Student Led Conference?





The Student Led Conference (SLC) provides students with the opportunity to show what and how they are learning. Students can share why they are successful as learners.


In a SLC:


Students are accountable for their learning and take responsibility for it


Students learn to evaluate their growth as a learner which deepens their understanding about themselves as learners


Students take an active role in their learning


Students set goals for their learning


Parents and students communicate about the learning with teacher as facilitator
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