
 

École Traditions  

Elementary School 

DECEMBER 
2019 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

Dec 17/18    Hot Lunch 

Dec 17    1:15 & 7 pm  

Christmas   Celebra on—KA, 2,4 

Dec 18  1:15 & 7 pm 

Christmas Celebra on—KB, 1,3, 5 

Dec 20    Dress like Christmas 

Dec 23‐Jan 3  Break—NO CLASSES 

Jan 6    CLASSES RESUME 

Jan 7/8    Hot Lunch   

Jan 13    SCC Mtg     7 pm 

Jan 21/22    Hot Lunch 

Jan 30    Dress like an athlete 

Jan 31    Prep Day—NO CLASSES 

 

FROM YOUR ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM: 

I know that we think this every month as we are writing our newsletter 

message but it sure seems like the first few months of our school year 

have gone by very fast. With all that is happening in December, this 

month is bound to fly by as well. 

We feel fortunate to have had pretty good winter weather thus far. 

That said, we would encourage you to make sure your children come to 

school prepared for the weather and to be outside during our recess 

breaks. 

November was a great month. We had our annual S.C.C. sponsored 

Book Exchange which was once again well attended. A couple of our 

Grade 1 and Grade 3 classes did a great job of our Remembrance Cere‐

mony. We also hosted our French Immersion Night for the families 

involved in our French Immersion program.    

This week we kicked off the Christmas season with our Tree Lighting 

Ceremony where some of our students and some of our community 

members were invited to put an ornament on the tree. Much of the 

remainder of December will be spent getting ready for our Christmas 

Presentations on Wednesday, December 18th and Thursday, December 

19th at 1:15 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.   

We want to take this opportunity to thank the many parent volunteers 

that we have in our school daily that do an amazing job in many areas 

of our school. We do rely on the assistance of parents to keep every‐

thing running smoothly at school.  We also want to take this oppor‐

tunity to wish all of our École Traditions Elementary School families a                                     

                          Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

                              Your Administrative Team, 

      Scott Dyck   

                                           Danielle Olson 



 

Christmas Celebrations at ÉTES 

You are invited to attend either the afternoon or evening performance. Each performance will be in the big 
gym and we ask that those attending use the Community Entrance doors. Note: doors to the school and class‐
rooms will not be open until 6:30 pm on these evenings.  

Wednesday December 18th 1:15 pm   Kindergarten A classes.& grades 2 & 4 will perform 

        7 pm        Kindergarten A classes & grades 2 & 4 will perform 

Thursday December 19th 1:15 pm    Kindergarten B classes & grades 1,3 & 5 will perform 

                                                            7 pm         Kindergarten B classes & grades 1,3 & 5 will perform 

The SCC is hosting a gathering to promote friendship and community after the performances each night. We 
invite  you to bring a dozen baking treats to share on the evening that your child is performing.  Please ensure 
that they are nut free and in disposable containers.  Please drop off your treats in the small gym before the 
performance.  Thank you.  

 

The SCC is in need of volunteers to help with our Hot Lunch Program . If you are interested or could 

even help out once in a while, please contact Cyndee Boos at cyndeeboos@gmail.com. Thank you. 

We are in need of volunteer noon hour supervisors( indoors 12:00—12:30 and outdoors 12:30– 

1:00 on December 13th to accommodate our staff coming together for a Christmas luncheon.  

If you are willing to volunteer, you will need to have a Criminal Record Check on file at the 

school.  Contact tes@spiritsd.ca if you can help out.  Thank you.  

This is a reminder that students who have a bus pass can only ride on their assigned bus. If students do not 

have a bus pass, they cannot take the school bus to a friend’s place after school.  

On December 3rd, ÉTES hosted the grade 5 Volleyball Tournament. In total, there were 8 grade 5 

classes from WES, HT, and ÉTES and over 200 kids participating. The kids learned how to play the 

game and improved a lot in many of the skills. 

In the end, Mr. Neufeldt and Mr. Bachmeier’s 

classes from ÉTES played in the final, with Mr. 

Bachmeier’s class winning the trophy 5 games 

to 4. Congratulations! 

A special thank you goes out to Mikayla ,Luke  

and Madison ( grade 8’s from WCMS) for refer‐

eeing all day and to Terry from the Legends 

Subway for sponsoring our tournament by 

providing lunch for the referees.  

 

5B  with their trophy!  



. 

 

 

 

Hello from 3C.  It has been a great year so far and we have learned more things than we could ever 

possibly list! Some of our highlights have been working on our visualizing and reading with our buddies, 

expanding our writing skills and creating some pretty spooky stories, competing LEGO structures chal‐

lenges in Science, and esti‐mysteries and thinking classroom problems in math. We have been learning, 

laughing, and living together as one fantastic classroom family! Here are the student’s favorite thing in 

Grade 3 so far… 

Romail—LEGO bridge challenge  Zoey—reading time after lunch 

Sarah—having gym in the afternoon  Cale—playing dodgeball in gym 

Charlette—writing time   Galina —being creative in art 

Annika —reading time    Sophia—reading time is really quiet and calm  

                        and the fun stuff in writing 

Jaxson—playing dodgeball in gym and hitting Mrs. Cooke 

Avery—get to work on my writing  Chase—playing fun games in the gym 

Abigail—working on addition math  Henlee—getting to sing in music class 

Ashton—working on addition and subtraction in math Ellie—writing chapter books 

Nolan—playing dodgeball & freeze tag in gym                               Brevin—gym, library,and playing with the 

                                                                                                                                      little people 

Jesse—playing dodgeball at gym  Kohen—playing bench ball in gym 

Brinley—the tree lighting ceremony  Casey—playing dodgeball and finding nemo in gym 

Ryan—everything!!Especially gym 

Aidan—playing dodgeball    

Camryn—math is really fun! I love art too!  

Nixon—playing bubblegum in gym 



. 

 

 

 

Hello from 5N (written by the students) 

We are the Neufdogs and we are pretty great.  We have 25 students in our class. We came up with our 

name by combining the name Neufunators from 2 years ago and Topdogs from last year and we got 

Neufdogs. 

Each morning, we get our stuff out and get a card from our teacher.  Then whatever the number is 

on the card is the table we sit at. This random seating is good because you focus when you aren’t al‐

ways sitting by your closest friends and you get to work with different people every day. We sing O 

Canada and then we start our morning with reading and then our teacher goes around the class‐

room and greets us. We go to the carpet and do ELA workshop. It’s a nice way to start the morning.  

In our class we have Neu ucks. Neu ucks celebrate when we are  ready and being responsible. We 

can use them for a fun class auction ,usually just before the holidays where you can sell toys, 

stuffies, and candy. The auctions are fun.  

Our favourite activities are drawing, read aloud, recess, lunch, gym, and gonoodle. 

We achieved lots of things this year like making new friends, finishing estimating in math, soccer 

and football. We are going to the volleyball tournament and we think we will be really good togeth‐

er. ( This was written before the tournament but I can tell you that they played very well and we 

placed second.) 

We had one tournament this year. The first tourney we had was soccer. We did pretty well and we 

made it to the semi final and lost only by one. We won the first game 7‐0. The team that beat us won 

the finals so overall we did well.  

Our class was asked to create ornaments at home that represent Neufdog culture. Some great sub‐

missions came in including a hand stitched Neufdog, ormaments with all of the students’ names 

and a snowman with gems representing each student. The class agreed that Neufdog culture was 

represented best by Jaxton’s portrayal of a water bottle falling off of a desk. Come check it out on 

the big Christmas tree in the library.  
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NOTE

Home&School
®

Working Together for School Success CONNECTION 
December 2019 

Spot the object S
Finding hidden pic-

tures is not only fun—it also improves 
your youngster’s attention to detail. 
Try a book from a series like Where’s 
Waldo? (Martin Handford) or I Spy 
(Jean Marzollo). Or search the internet 
for “hidden pictures.” She can print 
out the pages or play online. 

Tell the truth 
Show your child that being truthful 
matters—even in situations where no 
one would know the difference. For 
example, if you leave a store without 
noticing an item under your cart, let 
him see you return to pay for it. 
Explain that being honest is the right 
thing to do and it makes you feel good. 

The best gifts 
This holiday season, help your young-
ster brainstorm presents that don’t 
cost a lot of money. For instance, she 
might make a book of coupons that 
family members can redeem (“Good 
for one dog wash”). Or the two of 
you could bake muffins for teachers 
and neighbors. 

Worth quoting 
“Kindness is like snow. It beautifies 
everything it covers.” Kahlil Gibran 

JUST FOR FUN 

Q: Why did the 
walrus stand 
on the marsh-
mallow? 

A: So she 
wouldn’t fall 
into the hot 
cocoa! 

© 2019 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated      

We’re a family of readers 
When families share a love 

of reading, children develop 
stronger literacy skills and 
are more motivated to pick 
up a book. Here’s how some 
of our readers have made 
reading a family affair. 

After-dinner novel 
“We pick a novel all ages 

can enjoy—often one my wife 
or I enjoyed as a child—and 
take turns reading a chapter a 
night. The kids look forward 
to it, especially if we stopped at 
a cliff-hanger the day before. After 
each chapter, we share our opinions 
of the book and say what we think will 
happen tomorrow.” 

Reading adventures 
“Every time we visit the library, we 

look for books related to someplace 
we’re going soon. Before a visit to the 
aquarium, we found nonfiction books 
about sharks and dolphins. And before 
a trip to my sister’s apartment in the city, 
we read about skyscrapers, subways, 
and taxis.” 

Treasure hunts 
“When my son first learned to read, 

he searched for free reading ‘treasure.’ 
He’d collect maps from parks and malls, 
brochures from the vet’s office, and even 
fortunes from cookies. Soon, our whole 
family was adding to the ‘treasure chest.’ 
We’ve learned a lot, like how dogs com-
municate and what fun things there are 
to do at our favorite park.”♥ 

Clearing out clutter 
Try these ideas for decluttering during winter break, 

and your youngster will start the New Year with orga-
nized spaces to work and play: 

● Have your child sort through her backpack and
study area. She could file old tests and quizzes, save
favorite papers and projects, and discard anything she
won’t need when school starts again.

●● Let your youngster start a donation box in her closet for
outgrown clothes and toys. Once the box is full, decide together where to donate
it—she’ll discover the satisfaction that comes from helping others.

● Suggest that your child label separate containers for smaller items like erasers
and sticky notes. Putting them into the correct bins gives her practice with sort-
ing and makes school supplies easy to find at homework time.♥ 

Sponsored by your School Community Council
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What is your child capable of doing for herself? 
Probably more than she realizes. Encourage her 

know-how to work fixing aI can handle that! younger sibling’s toy or tight-
ening a loose doorknob. 

Track “inventory.” Is 
to become more responsible with these tips. your youngster running 

low on crayons, shampoo,Manage a social life. Let your youngster 
or her favorite cereal? call friends to set up her own get-togethers. 
Have her keep a list onShe can also RSVP to birthday parties and 
the refrigerator. pick out and wrap gifts. If she’s sleeping over 

at a friend or relative’s house, ask her to pack Cook food. Your child 
her own overnight bag herself. can learn to make sand-

wiches and salads, mash potatoes, and whisk eggs. With Do minor repairs. Teach your child how to use a screw-
supervision, she could peel and chop vegetables and use the driver and other tools safely. You can watch as she puts her 
microwave. Idea: Encourage her to be creative in the kitchen 
and come up with her own recipes.♥ 

Connect with history 
Become history “tourists” in your own 

town. These activities help your child 
learn about history and make connections 
to what he’s learning in school. 

Exhibits 
Visit historic sites and museums. Your 

youngster may learn how people made 
hand-dipped candles or crafted armor. 
Encourage him to ask staffers questions 
about the time period. He might inquire 
about chores children did, for instance. 

Historical markers 

Drugs: Start a conversation
It’s never too early to discuss drugs with

your youngster. In fact, opening the lines
of communication now will pave the
way for more serious conversations as
he gets older. Consider this advice. 

●● Begin with questions. Find out
what your child knows about drugs.
What has he learned in health class or heard from other kids? Using his knowl-
edge as a starting point will lead to a more meaningful discussion and allow you
to correct misconceptions. 

●● Discuss safety rules. When you take medication or give any to your young-
ster, read the instructions together. Explain that taking more than directed is
dangerous and that he’s not allowed to take medicine without your permission.
Note: Be sure to keep your medicine cabinet locked.♥ 

Motivated from within 
Q: My daughter told me that her 
friends “all” get rewards for good 
grades and she wants to get re-

ask her to explain a concept or show you 
an experiment or activity she did in class. 
(“You answered that an apple floats but a 

Q
&

A 

ACTIVITY
CORNER 

These plaques tell what happened in 
specific locations. Perhaps a one-room 
schoolhouse once stood in your town or a 
famous inventor was born nearby. Stop to 
read and discuss the markers. Tip: Search 
for markers near you at hmdb.org.♥ 

wards, too. How should I handle this? grape sinks—I’d like to see that!”) 
Also, help her see how her effort leads 

A: Help your child see that doing well is 
to natural rewards. If she brings home 

a reward in itself. That way, she won’t get 
a good math grade on her report card, 

in the habit of depending on rewards 
you could say, “Great job. I know you 

like money or stickers. 
First, encourage her 

to focus on the excite-

worked hard to learn multiplication 
facts. Bigger problems will be easier now 

that you’ve memorized those.” 

ize how rewarding it is to 

O  U  R  P  U  R P  O  S E
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ment of learning 
Over time, she’ll real-

rather than just on 
her grades. Say she 
aces a science test. Of 

learn new things, work 
hard, and succeed— 
without rewards from 

course you’re proud 
of her and you’ll let 
her know it. But also 

anyone else.♥ 

© 2019 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated      
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