
Traditions Elementary School Newsletter 

October, 2021 

 
Message from the Admin Team  
 
Here we are – a month into the school year already and preparing for Thanksgiving in about a week. 
September has been a busy month at Traditions! In addition to all the wonderful learning going on in 
classrooms, students have taken part in the Terry Fox Walk and recognized National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation. We appreciate the efforts of our staff to keep students safe and engaged in learning. We 
are so proud of our students and how well they adhere to our safety guidelines. We thank parents and the 
community for all their support and cooperation. By working together in these ways we increase our chances of 
achieving a primary, shared goal – to keep our school open and safe for in-person learning. We are off to a 
great start!  
October is another busy month in the school year. Thanksgiving long weekend, learning conferences for 
students/families in Grades 1-5, and Halloween Costume Day are just a few things that come to mind.  
 
 Regards,  
 

Traditions Administration Team  
 

Upcoming Events 
October 4th – SCC Meeting 
October 8th – NO CLASSES 

October 8-22nd – Fall Fun Activity – Traditions Neighborhood 
October 11th – Thanksgiving – NO CLASSES 

October 19th & 21st – Gr. 1-5 Parent Conferences – 3:30 – 7 pm 
October 22nd – NO CLASSES – Day in Lieu 
November 2nd & 3rd – School Picture Days 

November 5th – NO CLASSES 
November 11th & 12th – NO CLASSES 

November 22nd – Picture Retakes 
November 22nd  & 24th  – KZA Kindergarten Learning Conferences 
November 24th & 25th – KW Kindergarten Learning Conferences 

 
Preparing for Colder Weather  
 
As we move further into the fall season it is important that students come to school properly dressed to be 
comfortable when outside at recess breaks. We try to get students outside whenever possible – a little light rain 
or wind will not preclude us from holding outdoor recess breaks. As the weather turns colder, we use –25 
degrees Celsius as the coldest temperature at which we will go outside. At –26 degrees Celsius, students must 
remain in their classrooms for recess breaks (wind chill included).  
When students arrive at the school at/after 8:35AM, they are normally expected to play outside until the 
warning bell at 8:45 AM. 



 
Bell Time/School Day Hours Change – Effective October 4th 
 
Prairie Spirit School Division made significant changes to the way we operate our urban bussing in Warman 
this fall. This new system is working very well, but after a few weeks of use it is apparent that with some small 
tweaks to our established bell schedule, it will assist in the coordination of bussing among Warman schools to 
better support all students getting to and from school safely and efficiently. 
  
Effective Monday, October 4 our daily bell schedule will be moved backwards by 5 minutes. 
  
The new bell schedule will be as follows: 

• 8:35AM - Supervision of students begins 
·         8:45AM – Morning warning bell 
·         8:50AM – School day begins 
·         10:10 – Kindergarten/Grade 2 recess begins 
·         10:25 – Grade3/5 recess begins 
·         12:10 – Noon break begins 
·         12: 30 – Midpoint of noon break 
·         12:52 – Afternoon warning bell 
·         12:55 – School day/afternoon resumes 
·         3:05 – End of day dismissal 

  
For families who utilize the urban school bus system, bus stop times are being updated and will be in effect 
starting Monday October 4. Please visit http://www.spiritsd.ca/buses/ after 6 p.m. on Friday to view any 
changes.  
 
Cold Weather/Inclement Weather Bussing  
 
As we start to look towards the winter season, it is important that everyone is aware of the Cold Weather Bus 
Policy. In accordance with Prairie Spirit School Division Busing Policy #805, should the temperature be -40 
degrees with wind chill, or if road conditions are considered dangerous, buses will not run. In that situation, it 
will be posted on the PSSD website www.spiritsd.ca by 7:00 a.m. Please make it a habit to check the Prairie 
Spirit School Division’s Transportation page daily for Bus Cancellations. Buses may run at the end of the 
school day if temperatures are above -40 degrees and road conditions are safe. We want to clarify that families 
on urban bus routes do not receive a phone call to notify of a bus cancellation.  It is important families check 
the PSSD website for these notifications. You can also check your MyStop app to see if your child’s bus is 
running . If you need your MyStop LoginID and password, please contact the school office.  
 
Cross Walk Safety  
 
Students have been receiving regular reminders on morning announcements about traffic safety for our many 
pedestrian and biking/scootering students. Please reinforce safety rules at home as well. We want to thank the 
City of Warman for their presence at the 1st Avenue and Clubhouse Drive intersection as the school year has 
begun.  
 
School Photos – November 2 and November 3rd  
 
Mark your calendars for fall school pictures on November 2nd and 3rd. . Safety protocols will be in place for this 
event. Stay tuned for more information coming home in mid-October via email.  
 

http://www.spiritsd.ca/buses/
https://www.spiritsd.ca/files/app/805%20Bus%20Service%20Cancellation%20due%20to%20Inclement%20Weather.pdf
https://www.spiritsd.ca/buses/
https://www.spiritsd.ca/buses/


Supporting Readers At Home (Reading Rockets)  
 
Parents often inquire about how they can encourage their young readers and writers at home. The Reading 
Rockets – For Parents website is a well-regarded source of information for families. We encourage you to 
check it out for practical tips about how you can support the development of literacy skills at home.  
The attached TIPS for the parents of First Graders provides some examples of excellent ways to promote 
literacy at home for any younger student. The site has many ideas and resources for readers and writers of all 
ages.  
 

 
 

 

https://www.readingrockets.org/audience/parents
https://www.readingrockets.org/audience/parents


Terry Fox Donations   
 
A huge thank you to families who donated to the Terry Fox Foundation for cancer research in our school’s 
name. As of September 28, we raised $3719 for the foundation. The students were very excited to surpass our 
goal of $3500 and see Mr. Tebay and Mr. Howie dress up like superheroes!  
 

 
 

TES SCC Scavenger Humt 
 
The Traditions SCC is proud to present a fun fall activity for Warman families. From October 8th-
October 22nd families can find clues hidden around the Traditions neighbourhood. Walk, bike, 
scooter to find them all! More information will go home with students next week. Keep your eyes 
peeled for your first clue!   
 

 

 

 



Student or Staff Illnesses   
 
Thank you for your continued cooperation and support in keeping ill children at home and responding to the 
school promptly when a child becomes ill at school. Staff and students are asked to self-monitor their health 
status daily before coming to school. More information on Self-Monitoring can be found on the SHA website.  
 
COVID case in a class – UPDATE: 
 
 When there is a positive case in a school: 1. The Saskatchewan Health Authority (SHA) will notify the school 
division of an exposure in the classroom and will provide a Class Exposure letter for the school to send to the 
students in the impacted classroom(s) and bus, if applicable. Public Health considers all students in the 
classroom/bus to be close contacts to the positive case. SHA has provided a resource for close contacts which 
is attached to the end of this letter. The Class Exposure letter will specify the communicable date(s) 
and provide direction regarding isolation.  
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/about-covid-19/self-monitoring


Halloween Dress Up – October 29th   
 
On Friday, October 29th we are excited to invite the students to dress up in their Halloween costumes or 
seasonal colours. We also want to ensure that while having fun dressing up in costumes we are still able to 
have a productive school day and to ensure that the learning agenda can continue. In order to assist all of our 
students with having a fun and productive day at school on Halloween Day, here are a few guidelines we have 
in place:   

• No toy or costume weapons of any type (knives, guns, swords, spears, etc.) will be permitted at 
school.  
• No gory or scary costumes, makeup, or accessories.  
• If your costume has accessories that are not attached to the costume, we prefer that they be left 
at home. We don’t want to see these items getting lost or broken while at school.   
• Students will have regular classes/routines for most of the day and will be going outside to play 
at recess and at the lunch breaks. Costumes should not preclude students from daily 
routines/expectations.  
• Please follow the directions of your child’s classroom teacher on whether costumes should be 
worn to school in the morning or whether they prefer to have students wait until after lunch break to 
don costumes.  
• If students do not have a costume or prefer not to wear a costume to school, then we would 
encourage them to wear Orange and Black for the day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday, October 7th at 7:00 p.m.-Early Literacy and Mental Wellness at Home 

• How do I read to and with my child? 

• What are some activities I can do at  
home to support literacy? 

• What questions can I ask to see how  
my child is feeling? 

• Live Q & A to follow 

• Door prizes 

Facilitated by PSSD Strategic Facilitator Jennifer Mason and Counselor Nicole Thiessen 

 

Upcoming Sessions 

October 14th at 7:00 p.m.—Supporting Success 

November 18th  at 7:00 p.m.—Anxiety 

December 9th at 7:00 p.m.—Challenging Behaviours 

To attend this one hour event, please Click here or scan the QR code below to register. 

A Zoom link will be provided to your email address the day of the event. 

https://forms.office.com/r/iyc86w0dfF


Thursday, October 14th  at 7:00 p.m.—Supporting Success 

• Goal Setting 

• Problem Solving 

• Motivation  

• Live Q & A to follow 

• Door prizes 

Facilitated by PSSD counselors Joanne Ziola and Nicole Thiessen 

 

Upcoming Sessions 

November 18th  at 7:00 p.m.—Anxiety 

December 9th at 7:00 p.m.—Challenging Behaviours 

 

 

To attend this one hour event, please Click here or scan the QR code below to register. 
A Zoom link will be provided to your email address the day of the event. 

https://forms.office.com/r/iyc86w0dfF

