
 
 

 

Traditions Elementary School Newsletter 

 December, 2021                    
  

Message from the Admin Team   

 It is hard to believe there are only two weeks of school until the Christmas break. It seems like this fall has gone by 
incredibly fast! The classrooms and hallways of the school remain filled with energy and engagement in learning. As we 
move into December we are seeing and hearing many types of Christmas activities beginning in classrooms. Traditions 
Elementary is a wonderful place to be. 

We are thankful for the support of our students and families in their cooperation with our COVID safety protocols. We 
have been extremely fortunate to be minimally impacted by positive cases compared to many other schools to date. As 
we move into these final few weeks of school it will be important for us all to remain steadfast in maintaining our high 
standards to help avoid a situation that will impact families over the Christmas holidays. 

On behalf of our staff, we wish you a joyous and rejuvenating holiday!           

 Traditions Administration Team   
  

 
 

Upcoming Events 
December 3rd – Gr. 1-5 Progress Reports go home 

Dec 20th – January 3rd – Christmas Break 
January 4th – Classes Resume 

January 31st – Prep Time – NO CLASSES 
 

Rapid Test Kits Available 

We have a supply of COVID-19 rapid test kits available at the school for families. Please call or email the school office if 
you would like one sent home. Kits will be distributed on a first come, first requested basis. 

Lost & Found 

We have quite a collection of items in our Lost & Found which have been spread out on tables so students may easily 
check for and claim their items. Reminder announcements are routinely made. We will remove unclaimed items from the 
Lost & Found at the Christmas break. It is also quite helpful when items are labeled with the student’s name. When 
labelled, we can assist in getting items back to the student. 

 

 



 
 

 

Congratulations To Our Intern Teachers 

Traditions Elementary School has been fortunate to have the talents and energy of five intern teachers this fall. We 
congratulate our interns on the successful completion of their practicums this month, and extend best wishes as they 
return to the College of Education to finish their degree requirements next semester. A large bouquet of thanks and 
celebration are extended to: 

  Devon Amendt                                    
  Jessica Baronosky 
  Samantha Morin 
  Jacy Nickel 
  Kyla Zerbin 

 

Unpacking Your Child’s Learning Summary (Progress Report) 

Traditions Elementary utilizes a continuous reporting philosophy. Our teachers use a variety of strategies and tools to 
involve students in the assessment of their own learning and growth and to inform parents of progress. One of the tools 
that our teachers use to engage and inform parents on an ongoing basis is the Seesaw app. Another piece of our 
reporting system is through Learning Summaries. Learning Summaries will be sent home with Grade 1-5 students on 
Friday, December 3. 

Our school division uses a 4-point continuum to summarize each student’s progress. The continuum is based on a 
developmental approach to students continuously growing and working towards meeting outcomes described in the 
provincial curriculum. The illustration below provides a useful bridge/construction metaphor to understand the grading 
continuum. 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
   

 
  



 
 

 

As you review your child’s progress report we encourage you to consider the following: 
• Learning is not a competition. Every child is unique and grows/learns in their own manner and pace.  
• Every child/person has strengths and things that come more naturally, and things that take more time, effort and 

practice to develop. 
• The grade is a summary comment that evaluates where a student is at this time relative to curriculum outcomes. 

A grade cannot adequately explain all of the details and complexities of a student’s learning journey. 
• Take time to read the comments and discuss them with your child. Teachers take great care in crafting comments 

that are tailored to each child’s learning journey. Comments strive to celebrate successes and strengths and 
areas to work on as next steps. 

In the spirit of ongoing communication about your child’s learning and growth, please contact your child’s teacher if you 
have any questions or would like more details about information contained in their progress report. 

   

Colour Change for GREEN Urban Bus 
 
On December 6th, all students who hold a GREEN bus pass will have it exchanged for a pass in the colour of RED by the 
school office. The bus, driver, and stop locations and times will all remain the same. We are simply making a change in 
the colour designation to reduce confusion between GREEN and LIME designated buses. 
 
 
Cold Weather/Inclement Weather Bussing 
 
In accordance with Prairie Spirit School Division Busing Policy #805, should the temperature be -40 degrees with wind 
chill, or if road conditions are considered dangerous, buses will not run. In that situation, it will be posted on the PSSD 
website www.spiritsd.ca by 7:00 a.m. Buses may run at the end of the school day if temperatures are above -40 degrees 
and road conditions are safe. If weather conditions should deteriorate during the day, PSSD policy is that afternoon 
routes will be cancelled no less than one hour prior to dismissal(2:05) so families can be notified and other arrangements 
can be made. We want to clarify that families on urban bus routes do not receive a phone call to notify of a bus 
cancellation. Please make it routine to check the Prairie Spirit School Division’s Transportation page daily for Bus 
Cancellations. You can also check your MyStop app to see if your child’s bus is running . If you need your MyStop 
LoginID and password, please contact the school office. 
 
 
Substitute Bus Drivers Needed/Daily Cancellation of School Buses  
 
Prairie Spirit School Division has actively been advertising for casual/substitute 
school bus drivers. Interested applicants can find more information on the Prairie 
Spirit School Division website. With the shortage of replacement bus drivers, we 
have recently seen the cancellation of some school buses on days when a driver 
cannot be located. Parents are reminded to check the PSSD Transportation 
webpage each morning and are encouraged to sign up for the MyStop app (contact 
the school office). The school and PSSD Transportation are also committed to 
emailing affected families with updates. 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
See A Need, Fill A Need 
  
An important piece of the Christmas season is considering how we might help those less fortunate. This is particularly 
important this year as some families are still particularly impacted by the pandemic. Traditions Elementary is happy to 
partner with the Warman Food Bank again this year to support their work on feeding those who need it in our community. 
Classroom teachers will accept non perishable food items as well as coin/cash donations between December 2nd and 
16th. The Warman Food Bank has mentioned that they are in particular need of non-perishable breakfast items like cereal 
or non-perishable items that could be packed in children’s lunches. Cash donations will be used to purchase groceries for 
families in need in our community and food donations will go directly to the Warman Food Bank. Thank you in advance for 
your giving!  
 
PSSD Parent Engagement Initiative 
 
Facilitated by PSSD counselors Joanne Ziola and Nicole Thiessen. Upcoming Session -December 9th at 7:00 p.m.—
Challenging Behaviours.  
 
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


