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 For Grade 5 and 6, your child will be taking band in music class.   
One question many of you may have is if students would be missing other classes to be part of 
the Band class.  Unlike the Saskatoon schools, they will not.  The entire class will come to band 
at the same time, just as they come to music class now.  In addition, this would mean that there 
will not be out of school time rehearsals.  This is a curricular program, not extra-curricular. 
 
Each student would need to get his or her own band instrument by September 2018.  It would 
be either a Flute, Clarinet, Alto Saxophone, Tenor Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, Baritone, or 
Percussion kit.  If you have an instrument at home that is not listed but you think may work, let 
me know.  
 
I know that some families have one or more instruments already in their home that a parent 
may have played when they were in school.  Others will need to find one, either by renting or 
buying one from a music store or there are some used ones that are listed for sale in classified 
ads.  Of course, if you have one that has not been played in a while, you may need to have it 
checked over by an instrument technician from a music store or you can bring it to class and I 
will look it over for you. Please avoid buying an instrument from a “big box” store.  In my 
experience, they do not last very long as they are made from poor quality materials, and when 
they do break, they cannot be repaired.  As well, they are very similar in price to those available 
at music stores.  This past year I found many very good instruments on our local classified sites. 
 
If you are having trouble or are concerned about the cost involved, please email me as many 
times people contact me with used instruments for sale or even donate them to the school.  
We do not have a lot, but we will make sure every student has an instrument.  You can rent, 
rent to own or purchase from them directly from Long and McQuade or St John’s Music from 
Saskatoon. This is optional and provided so that if you wish to rent from them they will be 
delivered to the school so that you do not have to drive into Saskatoon to pick them up.  You 
can also contact St John’s Music for rentals and purchases.   I have attached the Long and 
McQuade rental brochure for your information. 
If you have any concerns at all, please contact me by email and I will get back to you as soon as I 
can.  I know that we can make Grade 5 and 6 Band at VMS a successful, rewarding and fun 
experience! 
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