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Principal’s Message - David 
Happy New Year! New years are often accompanied by New Year’s resolutions. These resolutions are initiatives 
intended to make our lives better. In contrast, Jesus in Matthew 6:25-26 encourages us to not worry about our lives, 
what we will eat, drink and wear and He implores us to look at the birds in the sky and how they don’t plant or 
harvest, yet the Father in heaven takes care of them. He then asks us ‘Aren’t you worth more than the birds’? This final 
question forces us, the reader, to consider if we truly believe that He will take care of us? Our work and efforts are 
intended to serve Him in worship and serve others as he has served us. Our provision is not merely a result of human 
efforts but rather a gift from the Lord. This year may we resolve to truly believe that He will take care of all that 
concerns us according to His good and perfect plan. 

Over the coming weeks we continue to have a very busy schedule with exam week coming upon us quickly. Students 
have been provided with their exam schedules and we trust this is a successful time for them. Students in grade eleven 
also embark on the school mission trip in early February with our leaders, parents and students all engaged in 
preparing for this trip. We will continue to uphold all our students but specifically our senior students during this time 
in prayer. 

From all of us at VCA we wish you and your families God’s very best this year. 

Blessings, 

Mr. Cameron 

 

                                     F.Y.I. 
Jan 23 – 28: High School Final Exams 
Jan 29:  Teacher PD/Prep – No Classes 
Jan 30:  Semester 2 Begins 
Feb 6:  Grade 7-12 Report Cards 
Feb 9-16: Grade 11 Mission Trip 
Feb 18 – 22: Winter Break – No School 
Mar 11:  Teacher PD/Prep – no classes  
 

Facebook Page      
Just a reminder to parents to check out our Valley 
Christian Academy Facebook page when you have a 
chance!  It is a great tool to finding out what’s going 
on in the school and with our students.  Don’t forget 
to “like” the page to receive notifications when a new 
post is made! 
 

High School Chapel - 9:30 a.m. 
 

Jan 16:  Renew #8 
Jan 23:   Cancelled – Final Exams 
Jan 30:  Michael Gordon 
Feb 6:  Art Thiessen  
Feb 13:  Brent Klassen 
                

Elementary Chapel - 11:25 a.m. 
 

Jan 16:  Bible Quiz 
Jan 23:  Grade 1 Class 
Jan 30:  Wendy Unruh Worship 
Feb 6:  Grade 4 Class  
Feb 14:  Kindergarten Class 
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Winter Camp 
 
Our Wildlife Management and Environmental Science 
classes joined together to do some research outdoors 
from January 11th to 12th. Not all students were able to 
join us, but those who did enjoyed an afternoon of cross-
country skiing and setting up camp. That was followed by 
a tasty meal and dessert by the fire. The air was crisp, but 
we had great conversation and a lovely view of the stars to 
help take our minds off of it. After a very cold and 
seemingly never-ending night attempting to sleep in 
tents (some of us were in the warm up shelter most of the 
night), we started to get moving. Gear was gathered, 
breakfast was made and enjoyed by the fire, tents were 
taken down, and everything was hauled to the cars. We 
headed home after Mrs. Bill's car was pushed out of the 
snow in the parking area. It was a great way to get out and 
enjoy the beauty of God's creation even if it was a bit 
cold.   
A big thanks to Mr. Vince Fehr for being the male 
chaperone for this trip.  His willingness to join us on this 
adventure without a lot of notice and his helpfulness with 
the work that  
needed to be done 
was greatly  
appreciated! 
 
 

 

Grade 10 Field Trip 

In preparation for their class missions trip next year, 
the Grade 10 class took some time to prepare meals 
for the those living in the downtown Saskatoon area.  
Students spent the morning preparing sandwiches and 
organizes juice boxes and bags of chips.  These we 
brought to 20th street where students split up into 2 
groups and walked from St. Paul’s Hospital to the 
Lighthouse distributing the meals.  The class handed 
out about 90 sandwiches and 30 Gideon New 
Testament Bibles. 

The day concluded with some bowling and then a 
final class dodgeball game at the school. 

The students really enjoyed spending time together 
outside of the school and were excited about the 
people they met and the experiences they were able 
to have.  I was really impressed by the class’s ability to 
step outside of their comfort zones and be bold in 
striking up conversations and seeking out those in 
need.  It was a great day! 

Mr. Neudorf 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Concerts 
The concerts were enjoyed by all who attended 

 
Elementary Christmas Concert – December 20/18                      (Photo courtesy of Mrs. Rachel Baird) 

 
 
 
 

  

School Photos 
We have been approached by a local company, Academy Scholastic, to potentially take care of our 
school pictures in the future.  They are a company based out of Saskatoon and have been in business for 
over 30 years.  We are asking for your feedback before we make any decisions – please contact the 
office and let us know your opinion whether you’re wanting to stay with Lifetouch, or try Academy 
Scholastic.  Here is a sample of their pricing: 
 
Family  
Combo: Choose 6 sheets, can mix and match among siblings    $50.00 
 
Best Buy: Choose any 5 sheets (again you can choose from the poses they’ve taken) $42.00 
 
Exclusive: Digital images, hi and lo resolution, both poses shot    $32.00 
  Choose any 3 sheets        $28.00 
 
Sheet Sizes: 1-8x10; 2-5x7; 4-4x5; 8-Jumbo Wallets; 1-5x7 & 4-Jumbo Wallets; 
  16-Mini Wallets 
  When choosing sheets, you can pick a different pose for each sheet 

Missions 2019 
 

We have been busy for the last several months preparing for our missions trip to Vancouver. Our fundraising 
efforts went very well with Soup Lunches, the Silent Auction, and Dessert Jar money all going to the total. 
With your help, we raised a little more than $5200 as a group. Each student is working to raise money on 
their own, too. We have a team building meeting on January 24th in the afternoon that will be followed by 
pizza. It's hard to believe that we have less than a month to go before we leave for Vancouver. Please pray for 
our team - open hearts and minds, willingness to serve, safety, patience, and freedom from those fears that can 
hold us back from experiencing all that God has in store for us while we let him work in us and through us.  
During the trip, we will be putting updates on the school Facebook page (Valley Christian Academy) – so 
don’t forget to like the page and check out the updates!! 
 
Thanks for all of your support!  Thank you to all of the parents who supplied food and/or time for our soup 
lunches and a big thanks to Mrs. Colleen Gurgul for organizing the details! 
 



January 2019 Exam Schedule 
During the exam week, only Grade 10-12 exams are scheduled.  Grade 7, 8 & 9 students will 
have regular classes during that week and their unit exam or mid-terms will be written during 
regular class times, with their classes being held in their homerooms during the exam 
schedule. 
 
All a.m. exam times will begin with a devotional and prayer. The exam writing period will go 
from 9:00 a.m. till noon.  The p.m. exam time will go from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.  All exams will 
be written in homerooms. 
 
Grade 10-12 students must write their exams for a minimum of ONE and a HALF (1.5) 
hours.  After your exam is completed, Grade 10-12 students are encouraged to go home and 
study or study in the commons area.  No loitering in the school please. 

Tuesday, Jan 29th is a semester break for all students. Wednesday, Jan. 30th is 

the first day of Semester 2 classes! 

DATE Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

 

Wednesday am, 

Jan.23rd         

 

ELA 10 

BF 

Phys Sci/EnvSci/Entr 

TB/JR/WP 

ELA. A30 

FN 

 

Thursday am,     

Jan. 24th 

 

Math FPC 10 

RW 

 

ELA 20 

FN 

 

 
History 30 

MN 

 

Thursday pm,     

Jan.24th      

 

Christian Ethics 10 

MN 

Christian Ethics 20 
RW 

Christian Ethics 30 

FN 

 

Friday am, 

Jan. 25th   

 

History 10 

MN 

Found20/Fin20 

RW/WP 

Math PC30 

JR 

 

Friday pm, 

Jan 25th  

 

Choir/Drama/ 

PAA/Art/H.E/Phot/Rob 
Choir/Drama/ 

PAA/Art/H.E/Phot/Rob 
Choir/Drama/ 

PAA/Art/H.E/Phot/Rob 

 

Monday am, 

Jan. 28th    

 

Acct/IP/Comm 10 

RW/TG/BF 

Acct/IP20WildMan20 

RW/TG/TB 
          No Exam 

 

Monday pm, 

Jan. 28th  

 

No Exam 

 

 

No Exam 

 

Chem 30 

1-3:30 TB 



 

 

 

 

 

Conversation Starters……… 
Sometimes getting our kids to give more than 
an one word answer to our questions can be 
challenging.  The following are some helpful 
conversation starters you can potentially use 
around the dinner table: 
 

 How would you describe God? 
 What’s the hardest thing about going to 

school 
 What’s easier math or English and why? 
 If you could change one thing about the 

world what would you change? 
 What is the most important thing in 

your life? 
 Did you help anybody at school today? 
 If you could ask God one question, what 

would it be? 
 What is your favorite bible verse and 

why? 
 What do you think heaven will be like? 
 Who do you respect the most?  What is 

it about them that you respect? 
 What was the best part of your day at 

school today? 
 What have you done recently that 

you’re proud of? 
 What traits do you think make a teacher 

great? 
 How was today on a scale of 1 to 10 with 

1 being terrible and 10 being terrific.  
What made it that way? 

 What do you normally do during recess? 
 What’s the hardest thing in your life 

right now? 
 What is your dream job? 
 If you knew that tomorrow would be 

the last full day of your life, how would 
you spend the day?  (for older children) 

 What is your most important goal in life 
right now? 

 What three thing do you believe 
without any doubts? 

 If God would grant you any one 
request, what would it be? 

 What do you look forward to most 
about growing old?  Least? 

 If you could relieve any part of your life, 
what would it be and why? 

From some of our students: 

VCA 2019 Mission’s Trip The mission trip is always 
an exciting time for the grade eleven class. They will 
be gone from February 9th to the 17th. . On the first 
day, they will stop in Abbotsford for the night, and 
continue to Vancouver the following day.  

While they are away, they will be working hard to 
contribute to the communities in Vancouver. They 
will be visiting lots of different shelters, serving and 
visiting with the people, as well as completing team 
building activities and worshiping. As a way to help 
them out we can participate in their fundraisers as 
well as praying for their safety and fun!  

 By: Chelsey  

Get excited! Exams are coming up! There are a 
couple of things you should know about. Exams are 
only for grades 10-12. Classes run as usual for grade 
7-9 students. The dates of the finals are from the 
23rd to the 28th. The 29th is a prep day (no school 
for students). Students will go to the exam each day 
in the morning and/ or afternoon. You have 3 
hours to complete your morning exam and 2 hours 
to complete your afternoon exam. Good luck! 

Exam week can be a very stressful week, so here are 
some tips for relieving stress during finals: Eat 
healthy- You may not know, but leaving the house 
with nutritious food in your stomach will increase 
your concentration. You should also stay hydrated. 
Dehydration is the main cause of fatigue and 
headaches, leaving you distracted from your work 
and studying. Don’t forget to sleep. Sleep will 
improve the quality of your study time. Finally, 
don’t forget to breath. When you feel your stress 
level rising, take a deep breath, and you’ll be 
amazed by how much better you’ll feel. 

By: Ivy.W 

 
MyStop 
With the weather getting colder, it’s really handy to know 
where the bus is on the route so you know how much longer 
before it reaches your stop.  There is an app called “MyStop” 
that will show you where your bus is.  Please contact the office 
to receive your Login ID and Password.  This is also a great app 
for the students to have on their phones!  They are more than 
welcome to come to the office as well for the Login and 
Password information. 



E 
 

Prayers for our Children 
 
January is a month busy with exams for our high school students and so this month, let’s 
pray especially for our students as they study for and write finals.  And for our elementary 
kids who are busy with their daily learning and tests that come up throughout the month. 
 
Just as Colossians has instructions for servants to do their best, let’s pray the same for our 
children in regards to their school work and studies: 
Father, don’t let _________ just do the minimum that will get him/her by, help them do 
their best, working from their hearts…..   
(Col 3:23-24a) 
 
Children often worry before exams – will they remember what they need to?  Have they 
learned the content well enough?  Will they receive a good grade?  Let’s encourage them to 
not worry (but study hard) and remember God cares about every detail of their lives:  
God, help ______ not to fret or worry.  Instead of worrying let _______ pray.  Let petitions 
and praises shape their worries into prayers, letting You know their concerns.  Before ______ 
knows it, a sense of Your wholeness, everything coming together for good, will come and 
settle _____ down.  It’s wonderful what happens when You displace worry at the center of 
_______’s life. 
(Philippians 4:6-7) 
 
Let’s pray our children will pay attention to the teaching and instruction they’re receiving in 
class, retaining the information for exam time. 
Dear God, Let _______ be wise and listen and add to their learning, and let _______ be 
discerning and receive guidance (Proverbs 1:5) 
 
Sometimes during an exam, students can “freeze” and everything they’ve studied and learned 
seems to just disappear from their memories.  Let’s pray that during those times they call out 
for wisdom from God and that He would bring back to their minds the information that 
seems “lost”. 
Father, if __________lacks wisdom, let him/her ask God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to ________ (James 1:5) 
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