
Hello Venture Heights families, 

 
Welcome back!  Staff are eagerly awaiting the students’ arrival and are looking forward to hearing 
stories about memories made this past summer. This week, staff are busy planning their classrooms 
and working on our school procedures for the fall.  Like you, we heard the message in July about no 
restrictions, then to a few restrictions, and now to today’s state of a full fourth wave of Covid 
outbreaks.  We are trying to be flexible in approach to our procedures for school start-up and are 
optimistic that restrictions will be short term.  Once again, we appreciate the trust you have shown us 
by resisting the urge to press us for details. 

 
Many of you have received or will be receiving communication from your classroom 
teachers.  Having read them, we know that there is some good information for a smooth start-up 
next week.  We just have a few items to point out as we move towards the weekend. 

 
1. Masks – our school division has given you (and us) the following outline: 

At this time, masks will be required for elementary students (those students born in 
2010 and later) and elementary staff in all Prairie Spirit schools. This will also apply to 
any older students who are in the same cohort as students who are required to wear a mask. 
The provincial government announced last week that all students born in 2009 are now 
eligible to be vaccinated, regardless of their birth date. 
Students and bus drivers will be required to wear masks while on a Prairie Spirit school bus 
since buses transport students from different grades and other schools, in some cases. 
For outdoor activities such as recess or outdoor gym classes, there is no recommendation 
for students to mask. 

 
***We recognize that there is a multitude of opinions, practices and thoughts around masking.  At 
Venture Heights, we will honour the school division approach by starting the year with masking for all 
staff and students from Kindergarten to grade 6 and masks optional in classrooms for grades 7 and 
8.   Masks will be required for everyone when transitioning to and from classrooms.  Masks will be 
optional for everyone during outdoor activities.  

 
2. Staggered start next week -As you know, we will have students with last names A-J start 

next week on Wednesday. Last names K-Z will go Thursday and all students will attend 
Friday.  Breaking by the alphabet does not always result in an even split.  Your classroom 
teacher may be emailing you to adjust the days for your family.  If the adjustment doesn’t 
work for your plans, it is OK to stick with the original. Students will meet their teachers 
outside: 
 
Kindergarten – In the front/middle of the 
school                                                                             
Grade 1 – On the tarmac between the primary playground and the school 
Grade 2 –by the big rock and the new grass in front of the East doors 
Grade 3 – at the big hill 
Grade 3/4 and 4 – on the grass by the northeast doors (by the running track at the back of 
the school 
Grades 5 and 6 – on the grass by the new playground on the northwest side of the school 
Grades 7 and 8 – on the front lawn by the staff parking lot 
 
 
 

 



3. Bell times – we have made adjustments from last year.  Teachers will incorporate some type 
of classroom break in the afternoon. 

 

 

8:55 AM  Warning Bell  
9:00 AM  Classes Begin  
10:20 to 10:35 AM  Recess  
11:55 AM  Lunch Dismissal  
12:10 PM  Head Outside Bell  
12:40 PM  Warning Bell  
12:45 PM  Classes Begin  
3:20 PM   Student Dismissal  

 

  

4. Parent Volunteers - we are excited to get back to a time where parents can volunteer at our 
school and be part of our environment once again!  We are just waiting to hear from the 
division office about the guidelines.  In the meantime, we are looking for volunteer volleyball 
coaches! Give Ron a call at the school if you want to help out! 

 
5. Cell Phones – remember that we are cell phone free at Venture Heights.  Students should 

not have a cell phone visible and it should not be on their person -the moment a phone 
vibrates, it automatically distracts the child.  If they do bring a phone to school, it should 
remain in their locker (they should probably lock their locker as well).   If you need to get in 
touch with your child, you are welcome to contact the office. 

 

 
Have a great weekend and we are looking forward to a great start! 

 
  

Ron Biberdorf, Principal 
Venture Heights School 
Martensville, SK 
  
NEVER announce that you are a Knight….simply behave as one 
Sir Thomas Lemuel Hawke of Cornwall 
1483 
  
 


