
DATES TO REMEMBER! 

 

October 6  -  Planning Day, 
NO CLASSES! 

October 6, 7  -  Alumni Vol-
leyball Tournament! 

October 9  -  Thanksgiving 
Day! 

October 25, 26 - 3:15-6:15 -  
Parent/Teacher/Student 
Conferences 

November 2 (4:30-6:30)  -  
Elementary Carnival 

November 3  -  Day in lieu of 
Parent/Teacher/Student 
Conferences, NO SCHOOL! 

November 9  -  Grade 7-12 
progress reports handed out! 

November 10  -  Teacher 
Planning Day, NO CLASSES! 

November 13  -  Remem-
brance Day Holiday! 

October/November, 2017 
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Welcome back students, parents, and staff members! What a wonderful summer; I 

hope your break was a great chance to explore and learn with your kids, whether you 

remained around Waldheim or travelled to far off places. 

Our year is off to a great start. We have a wonderful mix of new and returning staff 

members and our student population continues to grow. I’d like to welcome Jesse 

Reis, Cara Ablass, Ellen Verity, Evan Derksen, Amy Ward, and Krista Kroeker to the 

team, we are so happy to have you on board for the 17/18 school year. Keep an eye 

open for the Staff Spotlight as each teacher, new or returning, will share a bit of infor-

mation about themselves this year. It is also very exciting to see so many new students 

this year, as we have exceeded 350 students, so it goes without saying that our hall-

ways and classrooms are buzzing with excitement! 

This year, our staff has committed to focusing on student learning and student en-

gagement by developing long term goals for this school year. Teachers have adopted 

the Workshop Model (fig. 1) approach to much of their teaching in an effort to increase 

the side-by-side learning and timely and effective feedback that is so critical to learn-

ing. This approach to teaching 

moves away from the traditional 

“sit and get” type of learning, to a 

more interactive approach where 

students are not only learning 

from their teacher, they are learn-

ing from each other.  

We are also committed to focusing 

on student engagement, and in 

this effort some new electives 

have been added to the high 

school timetable. Courses like Ro-

botics, Wildlife Management, Life 

Transitions, and Career & Work 

Exploration have been added to 

the core subjects. It will be inter-

esting to see how the students 

react as they share their input with 

us this fall during our annual stu-

dent survey (called OURSchool). 

As in the past, we would like to remind all students to use the crosswalk again this 

year. Thank you to Mr. Heidt and Mr. Reis for organizing the grade 6 class into crossing 

guard teams for the year. Please remember that our doors open at 8:40 a.m., which is 

when our supervision begins, and that you can access our building by using the main 

doors at the front of the school, all other exterior doors will be locked during the day. 

Keep an eye on our school’s website for updated information on events and dates. We 

are looking forward to another wonderful year at Waldheim School! 

      Mr. Mellesmoen, Principal 

       Mr.  Reis, Vice-Principal 



Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences will be held on October 25 

and 26 from 3:15 to 6:15 (last appointment).  The way you book an ap-

pointment is online and the  website is www.schoolinterviews.ca.  I will 

include instructions by email so you can have them handy when you are 

making the appointment.  If a teacher doesn’t have appointments avail-

able, then we would ask if you could arrange another time with that par-

ticular teacher.  The bookings will open the week of October 16.  The 

event code is fhpw8.  If you have any questions or need help booking, 

please call me at the school! 

 

On Tuesday, September 12th, the Grade 8 classes from Waldheim 

and Laird got together for a cross country bike trip to Laird and 

back.   After three miles of biking north, the class stopped at Don 

and Lou Friesen’s Farm (Carmen Corner Meats) and were given a 

tour and treated to a variety of amazing samples of sausage.  

When we got to Laird we toured the museum and learned the his-

toric story of George White.  After the museum tour we met at Laird 

School for Luigi’s famous Pizza.  After lunch it was back on the bikes as 

we headed back to Waldheim.  The trip is designed to help students un-

derstand and appreciate a little about our past and present ways of living 

while being physically active at the same time.  It also is intended to help 

build connections with the grade 8’s from Laird who will be coming to 

Waldheim for grade 9.  A big thanks 

to Chris Harris, the grade 8 teacher 

from Laird, for driving the pilot vehi-

cle and Chris Harms for volunteer-

ing to bike with the class as well. 

    

    

    

    

  Trace Block 
 

STUDENT AND PARENT INFORMATION… 
 In this day and age, many people get new phones and phone numbers or their information can 

change very quickly.  Last year, the portals for PowerSchool were opened up for you to make any of 

those changes.  Apparently, I did some things incorrectly (ugh), and some of the information was not 

changed properly.  I am, once again, asking that all parents please check the demographic information 

for your child on PowerSchool and make any changes necessary.  Even if nothing has changed, you will 

still submit that you have looked it over.  Don’t forget to press submit after you have made any chang-

es…...it is important, as I have found out! 

 If you have not started a PowerSchool account, please do so following the instructions I am 

sending home today (if you do not have a login to start the account, please email me and I will send it to 

you).  If you cannot remember your password when you set up the account, please email me and I will 

reset the password! It is vitally important that we have the most up-to-date information for your child(ren) in case we need 

to contact you during the school day.  If you have any questions on setting up the account or anything like that, please con-

tact me at the school and I will help you.   

 I will also post instructions on the website for those of you who may have questions.  I don’t anticipate any of you 

will have problems navigating  the PowerSchool website, but I will be glad to answer any questions you may have.  Thank 

you in advance for looking into this!                                                                                                                                       

           Corinne Neufeldt 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us on Thursday, November 2  from  4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

for our annual Elementary Carnival!  There will be games, prizes, 

and yummy food for all elementary aged children (kindergarten 

to grade six ) and their parents (younger siblings are welcome, as 

well. 



 Shantel Strasky… 

Hello everyone! I am so excited to be back in 

Waldheim again this year, teaching Grade 1/2! I 

am getting to know so many people in this won-

derful community. It’s always nice to see familiar faces at school functions. This year I am continuing to work on us-

ing the workshop model in both reading and writing. I am reading, Reading with Meaning by Debbie Miller. I enjoy 

working alongside the students and guiding them toward their individual goals. I am also looking forward to some 

project based learning. This will allow the students to have some authentic, hands on learning experiences!  

 

  

 Jesse Reis… 
 Hello Waldheim, my name is Jesse Reis and I am excited to be a part of your community. This is my 13th year 
teaching and I have been a part of many schools along the way. I have taught at St. Joe’s, Bedford Road and Walter 
Murray in Saskatoon and then at Warman High School. My teaching background is in Physical Education and History 
and I am fortunate to be able to teach those subjects in Waldheim. 

 My family and I live in Martensville and my wife Kelly is a teacher also. She is currently on maternity leave 
but will continue at Traditions School in Warman in January. We have three children, our son Grady who is 10 and 
daughters Isla (7) and Lawson (8 months). Outside of school you can find us at the hockey rink, at gymnastics or any-
where kids are getting active. We also love going to our family’s cabin up at Candle Lake and spending time with our 
extended family. 

 Athletics is a huge part of my life and I continue to find ways to give back through coaching and organizing 
athletic activities. Wrestling, football, baseball and hockey are what I grew up doing and I continue to stay very ac-
tive in supporting these activities.   

 I am really excited to be a part of the Waldheim community and look forward to meeting all the great peo-

ple here. 

   

Cara Ablass….  

  Hello! My name is Cara Ablass and I’m teaching grade 2 at Waldheim School this year. I’m originally 
from a grain farm north of Humboldt, where I was raised with three brothers. Some of my interests include agricul-
ture, sports, music, cooking, and traveling. On July 15th, I started the biggest adventure of my life: I got married to a 
wonderful man named Nathan Ablass. He is finishing up his mechanical engineering degree this fall. It’s a very busy 
time for us, but we are thrilled to be walking through life together…even if he is a Blue Jays fan and I’m a Red Sox 
fan! 

 I started teaching in 2010 at St. Brieux School. I was there two years where I taught grades 2-8 music, arts 
education, high school choir, and grade 6. I then made the move to Prairie Spirit School Division where I’ve been 
ever since. I subbed for three years then covered a maternity leave in grade 3 at Hepburn School. I enjoy living and 
working in this area! Last year, I taught grades 1-6 music, grade 5, and grade 1 at Prairie View School, Langham Ele-
mentary School and Hepburn School. It was a challenge that helped me grow personally and professionally, but I’m 
happy to finally be settling into one school and one grade. I look forward to a great year filled with many valuable 
learning experiences. 

 A big thanks goes out to so many parents and staff members who have made me feel welcome here. I con-
sider myself fortunate to be working in such a great school and community. Have a wonderful year!  
 



OCTOBER 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Day C  (K2) Day D (K1)  Day E (K2)  

Day A  (K2) 

Day  F (K1) 

Day D  (K1) 

Day A  (K2) Day B (K1) 

Day E  (K2) Day D (K1) Day C  (K2) Day B  (K1) 

Day  F (K1) 

Day C (K2) 

Day E  (K2) 

Day F (K1) 

Day B  (K1) 

Day A (K2) 

Teacher Prep 

Day, NO 

CLASSES! 

Subway sale 

forms due by 

3:00 pm! 

Day B  (K1) Day C  (K2) 

Parent/Teacher/Student 

Conferences (3:15-6:15) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

November  20 17  

Day C  (K2) 

Day E (K2) 

Day E  (K2) 

Day D (K1) 

Day B  (K1) 

Day D (K1) 

Day C (K2) Day A  (K2) 

Day  F (K1) 

Day A  (K2) Day B  (K1) 

Day B  (K1) 

Day F (K1) 

Day D  (K1) 

Day E  (K2) Day C (K2) 

Day  F (K1) 

Day A (K2) 

Day D (K1) Day E (K2) 

Teacher Prep 

Day, NO 

CLASSES! 

Remembrance 

Day Statutory 

Holiday 

Subway sale 

forms due by 

3:00 pm! 

There is no 

school due to 

Parent/Teach

er/Student 

interviews 

held last week 


