
DATES TO REMEMBER! 

October 7  -  Prep Day for   
Teachers, NO CLASSES! 

October 10  -  Thanksgiving Day, 
NO CLASSES! 

October 20  -  Elementary Carnival 
(4:30—6:30) 

October 28  -  Picture Retakes! 

November 2 and 3 (3:15-6:30)  -  
Parent/Teacher/Student Confer-
ences 

November 10  -  School closed in 
lieu of Conferences 

November 11  -  Remembrance Day 
Stat Holiday 

November 14  -  Prep Day for 
Teachers, NO CLASSES! 

November 18  --  Progress Reports 
(Grade 1-12) 

December 19 (1:00) -  Christmas 
Concert, Matinee performance 

December 20 (7:00)  -  Christmas 
Concert 

December 21  -  Last Day of Clas-
ses for 2016! 

December 22 - January 3  -  
Christmas Break 
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 What an amazing start to our school year here at Waldheim School. 
It seems like it was just a couple weeks ago that we were meeting friends old 
and new at our meet the teacher barbeque, but that was back when the days 
were longer and the ground was not white! Since then there has been a lot 
of great things going on both in and out of the school. The grade 8’s, led by 
Mr. Block, took to the road for their annual bike ride to Laird. By all accounts 
it was a great trip and a great chance for our communities to connect again. 
A very important assembly took place as the Affinity Credit Union presented 
Waldheim School with a cheque for $3000. These funds will go towards sup-
porting our literacy initiative and will go a long way in continuing to develop 
our classroom libraries. September wrapped up with our annual Terry Fox 
walk that was coordinated by our SRC. It was a lively crowd in the gym as we 
announced that the school had raised over $750 for a very worthy cause,; 
well done Waldheim School community!  

 Our athletes have been very busy as volleyball is in full swing and 
our soccer and cross country teams are seeing their seasons wind down. Mrs. 
Wilton and the senior boys soccer team will be hosting the regional playoffs 
on October 22

nd
. If you are able to make it out you will see some terrific ac-

tion as our boys continue their march towards the provincial playoffs. Our 
cross country runners braved the elements in Delisle this month and we are 
excited to announce that Kai Gillert, grade 10, will be representing the Raid-
ers at the provincial competition which takes place in Delisle on October 
15

th
. Good luck Kai. Speaking of athletes young and not so young, it was 

great to see the gymnasium rocking at the annual Alumni Weekend Tourna-
ment. Dave Hinz informed me that it was the 20

th
 year for the tournament 

and by the spirit that was on display I think it’s safe to say the tournament 
will continue to be a great way to connect for years to come. 

 The staff at Waldheim School continues to work tirelessly on their 
own professional growth. We have developed a learning plan for the year 
and one of the unique features is the book clubs that have been established 
for the year. Each teacher has selected a professional book to read and we 
have committed to meet on a regular basis to discuss what we are learning 
and, more importantly, how it will have a positive impact on student out-
comes. Along with the book studies, we have set two goals: improving our 
literacy rates and working to increase student engagement. As a staff we 
meet two times a month to discuss student learning and to work on our 
goals. If you would like more information on this, or anything else going on 
at Waldheim School, please feel free to contact us. 

Just a few reminders: 

 Keep using the crosswalk.  Your cooperation has been greatly appreciat-
ed 

 Please check in at the office if you are stopping by the school; we love to 
say hi! 

 Follow us on twitter: @waldheim_school  

 



   

 

Kindergarten Mrs. Kitchen Industrial Arts Mr. Friesen 

Grade 1 Mrs. Smith Home Economics Mrs. Laskowski 

Grade ½ Mrs. Lehmann Home Economics Mrs. Waugh 

Grade 2/3 Mrs. McKay Middle Years/High School SERT & 

Music Prep Coverage 

Mrs. Lapierre 

Grade 3 Mrs. Gaudet Vice Principal Mr. Mellesmoen 

Grade 4 Mrs. Strasky Principal Mr. Mason 

Grade 4/5 Mrs. Hardy Administrative Assistant Mrs. Corinne 

Grade 5/6 Mr. Heidt Educational Associate Mrs. Redekopp 

Grade 7 Mr. Shockey Educational Associate Mrs. Derksen 

Grade 8 Mr. Block Educational Associate Mrs. Hinz 

High School Mrs. Plosz Educational Associate Ms. Klein 

High School Mrs. Kirkup Educational Associate Mrs. Fehr 

High School and Learning 

Facilitator 

Mr. Kitchen Custodian Jamie Boschman 

Elementary SERT and Learn-

ing Facilitator 

Mrs. Wilton Assistant Custodian Malinda Hack 

Waldheim School is hosting Re-
gional Playoffs for Sr. Boys     

Soccer on Saturday, October 
22nd! 

   Admission: $6.00/adult      

  $4.00/student (grades 7-12)        

   children - free 

Our first game is scheduled to 
begin at 9:30 a.m.  

 

Come on out and cheer our boys 
on as they play for a spot at 

Provincials (Oct. 28/29)! 

8 Ways Parents Can Promote Reading at Home 
By Marilyn Lopes 
As a parent, you are your child's first - and most important - teacher. Here are eight ways you can 
help your child become a better reader. 
1. Read yourself. Your actions really do speak louder than your words. When your kids see you reading 
the newspaper or curling up with a book, they will want to follow your example. 
2. Make sure your children read every day. Reading - like shooting baskets and playing the piano - is a 
skill. Like other skills, it gets better with practice. Researchers have found that children who spend at 
least 30 minutes a day reading for fun - whether they read books, newspapers, or magazines - develop 
the skills to be better readers at school. 
3. Get the library habit. Make sure everyone in your family has a library card. Schedule regular trips to 
the library. While you are there, check out a book yourself! 
4. Read aloud to the children. In *The Read Aloud Handbook*, Jim Trelease reports on research show-
ing that this is the most important thing parents can do to help their children become better readers. 
Here are some tips from the book: 
Start reading to your children when they are young. It is never too early to begin reading to your chil-
dren, according to Trelease. 
Don't stop reading to your children as they grow older. You will both enjoy the chance to do something 
together. 
Set aside some time each day for reading aloud. Even 10 minutes a day can have a big impact. Bed-
time is a natural reading aloud time. Other busy families read aloud at breakfast or just after dinner. 
Read books you enjoy. Your kids will know if you are faking it. 
5. Here is a way to use your newspaper to encourage reading: a scavenger hunt.  
Give your child a list of things to find in today's newspaper. Here are some ideas:  
A map of the United States.  
A picture of your child's favorite athlete.  
The temperature in the city where a family member lives.  
Three words that begin with "w".  
A movie that is playing at a nearby theater.  
 
6. Give books as gifts. Then find a special place for your children to keep their own library. 
7. Make reading a privilege. Say, "You can stay up 15 minutes later tonight if you read in bed." Or you 
might say, "Because you helped with the dishes, I have time to read you an extra story." 
8. If you are not a good reader, you can still encourage your children. As your children learn to read, 
ask them to read to you. Talk about the books your children have read. Ask a friend or relative to read 
aloud to your children. 

We politely ask you not to park 

in front of the school in the “No 

Parking Zone”. Please feel free 

to drop off or pick students up 

there. We just ask that you do 

not sit there for too long. It im-

pedes the view traffic has of our 

crosswalk guards. Thank you 

for your cooperation. 



The music program is just a rockin’ in Waldheim school with 

about 200 students.  We started the year having everyone learn 

the basic symbols of music and now we are off and creating.  The 

students are writing their own music melody lines and performing 

them for their classmates.  We now have a fun set of ice-cream 

buckets, thanks to the owners at Botches Campground, that 

have been instrumental in understanding rhythm patterns and 

background music. Many of the younger classes have embraced 

recorders and are now using them to play their own melodies 

and some performance pieces.  We added ten ukuleles to our inventory.  They were generously loaned to us from 

Blaine Lake school.  This makes it possible for all the older students to have one to play at the same time.  We are 

now searching for a fun Christmas song for each class to bring to life.  I’ve given the task of finding one that they 

want to perform to the students.   This is my first time teaching this many students one subject and I admit I’ve 

been a bit overwhelmed at times but the payoffs have been tremendous.  This afternoon I had the grade 1/2 

class and we were doing a rhythm exercise using a melody line I created on the board. I challenged them to go 

and create their own. They not only took the challenge but they wanted to record their rhythm patterns on paper 

so they could keep working on them next class.  Some of the students took staff line pages home to work on. I 

was thrilled to see that kind of enthusiasm and engagement with such young children. My goals for this year are 

to open all my students’ minds to the possibilities of creating and appreciating music with a new and deeper un-

derstanding. As well all the students will be doing regular personal and group performances for their classmates 

on our star stage to build their confidence and competence.   In the new year we will be exploring music from 

around the world so if you have any wonderful out of country CD’s please send them with your child.  If you have 

musical instruments collecting dust that we might add to our inventory we will be most appreciative to make a 

safe home for them and put them to good use.   As always I want to thank you for supporting your children in their 

learning journey and invite you to come and visit any time.          

           Mrs. JoAnne Lapierre 
  

The Grade 12 class is very motivated to jump through all 

of the academic hoops that stand between them and 

graduation; many of them are juggling part-time jobs with 

school and application for post-secondary institutions. 

They are ordering grad clothing and contem-

plating the meaning of life after June 29, 2017. 

The students had a hugely successful bottle 

drive in September and are very grateful to the 

communities of Laird and Waldheim for their 

generous support. In November the grade 

twelve class will be attending a career fair in 

Saskatoon to help map out their futures. Stay tuned for exciting developments as this group of students 

transitions from school to changing the world and impacting the future. 

 





Krysten Plosz… 

Whenever anyone asks me what my favorite gen-

re of book is, I always give the same answer: dys-

topian fiction and I have my high school teacher 

to thank for that. 

 In English, we were allowed to write a book report on any book of our choosing once a semester. Originally 

uninspired, I searched the library without much energy hoping a book would speak to me- to call to me from the 

shelves saying “Pick me!”- but it never did. Instead I went off a recommendation from my teacher- a Canadian au-

thor named Margaret Atwood’s Handmaid’s Tale. 

 Dystopian literature is a study of how anything can happen, and how people might react. It’s a study of the 

worst societies—a dystopia is, after all, a terrifying society or world—and it’s a study of our own fears, and what 

makes us human. Dystopian novels are a glimpse into a possible version of our future, revealing the potential of 

man—both good and bad. But mainly bad, in the case of dystopian fiction. 

 Dystopias are all about human nature, and this is what makes them fascinating to me. I can’t read a dysto-

pian novel without thinking about what it means to be human, and the concept of human nature—particularly, 

whether one’s personality is innate or learned—is something that has always fascinated me. Reading dystopian 

fiction allows me to explore this area further- to think about the what if’s. 

And so, just as my high school teacher once recommended me a book, I now recommend any high school student 

to try out reading a new genre that they never thought to try before. Take a risk with a new book, or ask your 

teacher for a recommendation. Go to a new section of your library, or take a peek at what’s inside your classroom 

library!  

 

  Dwayne Heidt…. 
   I have always loved to read! When I was younger there was a library trailer that used to visit 

my neighbourhood once each week. As a young person I developed an interest in the Hardy Boys Series and Ency-

clopedia Brown! I loved action, mysteries and the opportunity to try and solve puzzles and problems.  

My interests have grown to include other things since those earlier times. History is fascinating to me! To have the 

chance to look back on earlier periods of time and examine circumstances surrounding choices made and to see 

their outcomes is amazing. I am trying to learn as much as I can from past experiences and to pass those on to 

others so we can all have better lives!  

 As I get older I am reminded as a teacher of the importance to try and improve the way I work with kids. 

Staying up on developing trends in education is important. Reading is an integral part of that process.  

The odd Pepsi here and there helps too!  

   

  Shantel Strasky… 
  

 Hello! My name is Shantel Strasky and I am teaching Grade 4 at Waldheim School! This is my sixth year of 

teaching. My first teaching job was in Calgary, where I was a Physical Education Specialist. After that I moved to 

Lloydminster, and taught a variety of grades from K-6 in Lashburn, Saskatchewan. I am originally from Martens-

ville. My husband, Ken, and I decided to move home after our second son was born. We spend a lot of time to-

gether as a family. Damon is 3 and Eric is 1, so my home life is pretty busy and entertaining. We are currently 

watching Zootopia for the 100th time.  We love camping, going for walks, and reading books together! 

My favorite book is Charlotte’s Web by E.B White. It’s a beautiful story about an unexpected friendship, and perse-

verance!  

 I look forward to getting to know more people in the community. I am so excited to be a part of such a won-

derful school and community!  

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31       

October 2016 

Day C  (K1) 

Day E (K1) 

Day E  (K1) Day D (K2) 

Day B  (K2) Day D (K2) 

Day C (K1) 

Day A  (K1) 

Day  F (K2) Day A  (K1) 

Day B  (K2) 

Day F (K2) 

Day D  (K2) Day E  (K1) 

Day C (K1) 

Day B  (K2) 

Day C (K1) 

Day  F (K2) Day A (K1) 

Teacher Prep 

Day, NO 

CLASSES! 

Elementary 

Carnival 

(4:30– 6:30) 

Picture  

Retakes! 

K1  -  Mrs. June Kitchen’s kindergarten class 

K2  -  Mrs. Michelle Fong’s kindergarten class 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

November 2016 

Day C  (K1) 

Day D (K2)  Day E (K1)  

Day E (K1) 

Day A  (K2) 

Day  F (K2) 

Day D  (K2) 

Day A  (K1) 

Day B (K2) 

Day E  (K1) Day D (K2) 

Day C  (K1) 

Day  F (K1) Day C (K1) 

Day E  (K1) 

Day B (K2) 

Day D (K1) 

Day F (K2) 

Day B  (K1) 

Day A (K1) 

Teacher Prep 

Day, NO 

CLASSES! 

Subway sale 

forms due by 

3:00 pm! 

Day in Lieu of 

Parent/teacher 

conferences 

NO CLASSES! 

PLEASE NOTE THE                

KINDERGARTEN DAYS 

OF    ATTENDANCE!! November 

10 will count as a day, but 

there are no classes.  Novem-

ber 14 does not count as a day 

in the cycle!! 

K1  -  Mrs. June Kitchen’s kindergarten class 

K2  -  Mrs. Michelle Fong’s kindergarten class 

Grade 1-12 

Progress 

Reports! 


