
DATES TO REMEMBER! 

January 3  -  First day of 
classes for 2017! 

January 13  -  Subway Sale! 

January 24-27  -  Final   
Exams for semester 1 (grade 
9-12)

January 30  -  Semester turn-
around/Teacher Prep Day, 
NO CLASSES! 

January 31  -  Semester 2 
begins 

February 3  -  Grade 9-12 
Progress reports 

February 9 & 10  -  Grad 
Pictures 

February 17  -  Kindergarten 
Progress reports 

February 20—Family Day, 
NO CLASSES! 

February 21-24  -  February 
Break, NO CLASSES! 

February 27  -  Classes re-
sume 
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Burrrrr! It has been quite a harsh start to the new year. Most people don’t get 

used to these temperatures no matter how long they last. It was great to see 

the students dressed for the weather and to see so many students at school 

when the busses weren’t running. We have included busing and cold weather 

information in this newsletter. We have had many indoor recesses this school 

year. We hope that they are fewer and farther between for the rest of the year. 

We have posted the results from the survey the students participated in this 

past December. The OurSCHOOL Student Survey allows students to share their 

feedback, anonymously, about their experiences at school, school environ-

ment, and school improvement programs. The survey is completely voluntary. 

The survey provides a lot of information to the staff from the students’ perspec-

tive. It allows us to address issues, make changes or leave things as they are. 

The results we have posted reflect our two school goals: student engagement 

and literacy. Please feel free to stop in and have a look at the results. 

Welcome back to Mrs. Kerr. She has returned to teach grade four for the re-

mainder of the year. We would like to say good-bye, for now, and thank you to 

Mrs. Strasky. Mrs. Strasky was teaching grade four. Mrs. Strasky will be return-

ing to our school in the next month to teach grade three. She will be returning 

because Mrs. Gaudet will be leaving us to have a baby. We would also like to 

welcome back from mat leave our Speech-Language Therapist, Allison Dale.     

2017 will be an exciting year full of new adventures, interesting transformation, 

challenges, and rewards. Our school is a fantastic place to learn. What we put 

into our school is what we will get out of it. We are lucky to be a part of such a 

caring school community. We hope you have a great second half of the school 

year and a prosperous 2017. 

Chris Mason, Bruce Mellesmoen 



I have always felt fortunate that I have been able to work 

in a school where so many students enjoy working in Industrial 

Arts.  Students are introduced to Industrial Arts and Home Eco-

nomics in Grade 7.  In the woodworking unit for grade 7’s this 

year, we added four new characters to the family of characters 

that we already construct.  This year, Picachu, Pichu, Squirtle and 

Scrat joined Gainer the Gopher, Mickey Mouse, Ironman, Olaf, 

Minion, Nemo and R2-D2.  Grade 7 students from Hepburn, Laird 

and Waldheim get to choose whichever character they 

want to build.  The idea of student choice underpins all 

levels of the Industrial Arts program. 

Guitar construction has also been a very important 

part of the Industrial Arts program at Waldheim School.  

Over the years, many electric guitars have been construct-

ed, as well as, a handful of acoustic guitars.  Constructing 

guitars takes the skill of woodworking into another dimen-

sion.  The guitar not only has to look good, but it also has 

to sound good and this 

means that students have 

to work to quite exacting 

standards.   Besides making 

guitars and woodworking in 

general, the “metal” side of 

the shop has not been ne-

glected.  Each year, we weld with as many students as the shop can handle.  We al-

so have a spot welder and popular grade 9 sheet metal projects are the toolbox and 

a lunch kit.  There is also an assortment of chain maille and jewellery projects that 

the grade 9’s can also engage in.  The welding and metal projects will look great 

alongside all the woodworking projects in our annual Centre Galleries Display in the 

Centre Mall beginning on the 13th of February.  

Each year, when students come back to class in September, a small group 

gets together in the shop a couple of after schools a week until the end of November 

to construct 10 hand-made skateboards to donate to the Denny Carr Secret San-

ta Organization for distribution during the Christmas season.  A community mem-

ber donates the skateboard wheels, trucks, bearings and grip tape, and the stu-

dents donate their time to shape and cut the donated veneer into completed 

skateboards.  This has been a lot of fun over the years and is a positive way for 

students to realize that shop skills can not only be used to construct objects, but 

also to help others.   I would just like to say a big “Thank you” to the students in-

volved in this worthy venture.   



We are using pastels in Art. A.L 

Acrostic poems are fun to write. A.M 

In Reader's Workshop we're doing po-

ems. H.K 

We are exploring structures and materi-

als. S.B 

We're learning about pluses in Math. S.F 

We are learning about mental math. B.D 

In Gym we are doing dances. A.T 

We are writing poems in class. T.F 

We are learning about Grand Manan. 

L.K

We used joints to make shapes. J.E 

I am writing a starfish book. N.U 

We are doing the chicken dance. J.N 



June Kitchen… 

This is my sixth year teaching Kindergarten in 

Waldheim and I am enjoying it immensely!  We 

love books at Waldheim School and it’s so great 

to have so many good ones in our library and 

classrooms! I can’t say I have one favorite book; rather I enjoy many different ones. Because I teach Kindergarten, 

I love reading picture books.  I watch the kids out of the corner of my eye while I read so I can see their captivated 

faces.  I guess their favorites are my favorites! I do also like reading a good mystery just for fun and of course, my 

Bible that keeps me going especially when the going gets tough. It continues to be a great privilege for me to be a 

part of a school that promotes a love of reading! 

 

  Glen Friesen…. 
 The kind of reading that I do, I suspect, is a bit different from that of most of my colleagues.  I tend to grav-

itate to books and materials that explain how to perform a certain task, or how to make a specific item or tech-

nical and safety specifications that I feel are important for working in the shop with students.  A few of the books 

that I have grown quite attached to and have influenced my classroom work are as follows.  The book, Guitarmak-

ing:  Tradition and Technology, by Cumpiano and Natelsen, introduced me to the craft of guitar construction and is 

still a valued resource.  Another valued woodworking book in my personal collection is The Art of Turned Bowls, by 

Richard Raffin.  I also read books covering topics in other shop disciplines such as welding, sheet metal work, jew-

ellery making and small engine repair.  For myself, reading is very important because if I can read about a skill, I 

can teach myself how to do it. 

Because reading has been so important in my career, the joy of reading has evolved into an enjoyment of 

writing.  Again, my interest in writing is in the production of non-fiction, “how to” style articles.  Currently, I write a 

monthly column for the Saskatchewan Woodworker, which is the Journal of the Saskatchewan Woodworkers’ 

Guild.  Over the years, I have also been fortunate to have articles published in various woodworking magazines 

and journals.  Reading and writing are powerful tools for learning and expressing your ideas.     

     

  Malinda Hack… 
  

 Hello, my name is Malinda and I have been asked to write a paragraph about what I enjoy to read. I had to 

really think about it because I have not been reading one specific type of book. My days are usually filled with 

reading Dr.Seuss or many other children's books, but if I am talking about what I want to read for my own enjoy-

ment I would have to say I enjoy reading autobiographies.   

The last book I read was The Diary of Anne Frank, which sparked a joy for me to search and read more autobiog-

raphies that also have a strong historical background. I truly enjoy learning about how people lived many genera-

tions ago. I hope to find another book along the same lines as I have now finished The Diary of Anne Frank. 

Thanks for reading this and enjoy reading your own books  



Communication Protocol for        

Parents/Guardians 
 

It is only natural that parents/ guardians are going 

to occasionally have questions or concerns. At Wald-

heim School (and in our school division) we follow a 

communications protocol that has proven to be very 

effective. When there are questions or concerns the 

first step is to talk to your child’s teacher as they are 

the one at the school who knows your child best. We 

know from experience that when this first step oc-

curs most questions are resolved at this point. In the 

event that a resolution cannot be found at this first 

step, the next step would be to contact the school 

administration for support. Please use your child’s 

teacher (or the specific teacher involved) as your 

first step when you have a question or concern. 

 

 Building Reading Stamina …. 
Having stamina for something means being able to stick with something for periods of time. This stamina, or en-
durance, builds strength. Stamina can apply to lots of different areas, such as exercise or painting. It can also apply 
to reading. 
Teachers often think about a student’s reading stamina. Reading stamina is a child’s ability to focus and read inde-
pendently for long-ish periods of time without being distracted or without distracting others. Reading stamina is 
something that parents can help students develop. Here’s how: 

1. Vary the way the reading is done. Parents can think about this in terms of having their child “read to himself, 
read to someone, and listen to reading.” Some combination of the three should make up the reading 
time, especially for new or struggling readers.  

2. Choose “just right” books. If your child is at a stage of being able to read alone, help him choose books that 
he is able to read independently. This means he should be able to decode almost every word in the book 
correctly. In this situation, avoid using books that are too difficult to read alone. If your child will be read-
ing with you, choose books that are lively and engaging. 

3. Set reasonable goals. Most toddlers and preschoolers find it difficult to sit for long periods of time, even with 
the most engaging book! When starting out, limit book time to just a few minutes and work up from 
there. For elementary aged readers, consider starting with 10-15 minutes of reading time, and work up 
from there. Add a few minutes to your reading time every week or so.  

4. Celebrate progress. Without getting too caught up on the number of minutes spent reading, celebrate the 
time that is spent reading. Share your favorite parts of books read, plan the next visit to the library, and 
share progress with other family members. 

Spending longer periods of time reading means fewer interruptions and more time reading what you love. As your 
child moves into higher grades, having reading stamina will help your child navigate the longer texts and assign-
ments. Using these tips can help develop more stamina in your reader. 



Cold and Inclement Weather 
It is difficult for some of us to think about the winter weather that will soon be upon us. 

Especially after the unseasonal weather we experienced in October. Here is the school’s 

plan for cold and inclement weather as stated in our handbook: 

At break times and before school, all students from Kindergarten to grade 6 will go outside 

and play. Your child should always come to school with proper cold weather attire, regard-

less of the season. When the temperature with wind-chill factor falls between -27 and -29 

degrees Celsius, children will be expected to spend a shorter time outside. When the wind 

chill factor is -30 degrees Celsius or colder, students will not be required to go outside, 

however they should always have sufficient outdoor clothing in the event of an emergency.  

Should a student’s medical condition require him/her to temporarily stay indoors, we ask the parent to notify the 

teacher. We would encourage you to keep your child at home if they are ill. 

 

Severe Weather/Bus Cancellations 
All Prairie Spirit School Division bus cancellations are prominently posted on the Prai-

rie Spirit website (www.spiritsd.ca/Buses) by 7 am, each school day. Please keep in 

mind that you will need to refresh your computer in order to ensure you are able to 

see the most current updates to the website. Buses in Prairie Spirit School Division 

will not run if the combined temperature and wind chill factors result in a reading of -

40 degrees or below at 6 am, (as reported by Environment Canada for Saskatoon at 

www.weatheroffice.gc.ca). Prairie Spirit School Division will post bus cancellations on 

its telephone hotline (306-683-2805) and Transportation webpage (spiritsd.ca/

buses) after 6:00AM. Local radio stations will no longer be contacted. In stormy condi-

tions, bus drivers will use their discretion to determine whether or not to run. Buses 

are not to operate if weather conditions such as freezing rain, dense fog, heavy rain 

or severe dust storms impair visibility or otherwise cause dangerous travel conditions. 

Bus drivers are to decide whether or not to run by no later than 30 minutes before the first scheduled morning 

pick up, and by no later than one hour prior to the scheduled afternoon dismissal. Buses that do not run at the 

regular time in the morning due to weather conditions are not to run at all on that same day. 

Prairie Spirit School Division Bus Rules 

 

 Students must show respect for driver, equipment, other students and their 
personal space. 

 Student seating will be assigned by the bus driver. 

 Students must remain seated and facing forward on the bus. 

 Quiet conversation with close neighbors is allowed. 

 Eating or drinking on the bus is not permitted. Water will be allowed. 

 Windows are to be adjusted only with permission of the bus driver. Keep head and arms inside 
the bus at all times. 

 Student personal items and books must be placed near feet or on lap.  

 The aisle must be kept clear of objects at all times. 

 Students must promptly obey instructions of the driver. 

 

If this is a charter, there must be a teacher or adult on the bus to supervise the students.  It is not the charter driver’s 
responsibility to enforce these rules.  Exception would be Band and HE/IA charters. 

http://www.spiritsd.ca/Buses
http://www.weatheroffice.gc.ca


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

January 2017 

Day C  (K1) 

Day C  (K1) Day D (K2)  

Day E (K1)  

Day A  (K1) 

Day  F (K2) 

Day D  (K2) 

Day A  (K1) 

Day B (K2) 

Day E  (K1) Day D (K2) Day C  (K1) 

Day  F (K2) 

Day C (K1) Day E  (K1) 

Day B (K2) 

Day D (K2) 

Day F (K2) 

Day B  (K2) 

Day A (K1) 

Subway sale 

forms due by 

3:00 pm! 

Teacher Prep 

Day, NO 

CLASSES! 

K1  -  Mrs. June Kitchen’s kindergarten class 

K2  -  Mrs. Michelle Fong’s kindergarten class 

Final Exams (grade 10-12) 



February 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28     

Day E (K1) 

Day E  (K1) Day D (K2) Day B  (K2) Day C (K1) 

Day A  (K1) 

Day  F (K2) 

Day A  (K1) Day B  (K2) 

Day F (K2) 

Day D  (K2) 

Day E  (K1) 

Day C (K1) 

Day  F (K2) 

Day A (K1) 

K1  -  Mrs. June Kitchen’s kindergarten class 

K2  -  Mrs. Michelle Fong’s kindergarten class 

WINTER BREAK 
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What’s the best way 
to keep your child 
inspired to learn? Help 
him learn to motivate 
himself! Raise a self-
motivated youngster 
with this advice.

Point to the future
Your youngster may 

feel more motivated to 
learn something if he 
understands how it will 
be important later. Tell 
him about ways you use 
school subjects like math 
and writing at work. You might 
explain how you count the money in 
your cash register and compare it to 
sales receipts when your shift ends. 
Or show him advertisements that you 
helped to write or design.

Move on from mistakes
There are two ways to react to mis-

takes: Feel discouraged, or get motivated. 
Encourage your child to look at a mistake 
as an opportunity to succeed next time. 
If he made careless errors on a report, for 
example, he could proofread papers more 

Is my child over-
scheduled? 

Take a moment to review your young-
ster’s after-school schedule together. 
While there’s no magic number of 
activities that’s right for every child, 
consider whether she has enough time 
to do homework and enjoy downtime. 
If one or more days each week are 
jam-packed, think about having her 
drop an activity.

School supply inventory 
The year is halfway over! Your 
youngster’s school supplies may be 
running low, so check if he needs 
more pencils, paper, or calculator bat-
teries. You might also ask his teacher 
about shared items like tissues or 
glue. Note: Contact the school coun-
selor if you need assistance in getting 
supplies for your child.

Good handwriting matters 
Although your youngster will type 
more of her work as she gets older, 
it’s still important for her written 
assignments to be legible. Also, she 
will be less apt to make math mis-
takes if she writes numbers clearly. 
Encourage her to take pride in com-
pleting her work neatly.

Worth quoting
“I know nothing in the world that has 
as much power as a word. Sometimes 
I write one, and I look at it until it 
begins to shine.” Emily Dickinson

Q: What do you 
call a boomerang 
that doesn’t 
work?

A: Lost.

Motivated to learn SHORT
NOTES

JUST FOR FUN

Winter workouts 
No matter what the weather, your family 

can stay active this winter. Try these ideas.

Sticky catch. Use gloves for more than 
keeping warm. Get Velcro circles with sticky 
backs (available at craft stores), a Wiffle ball, 
and a pair of knit gloves. Stick Velcro pieces all 
over the Wiffle ball. Each person wears one glove, 
leaving one hand free to throw. Go outside for a game of catch!

Fitness hunt. Ask each family member to draw and label pictures of physical 
activities (making snow angels, doing forward rolls). Hide the drawings, and race 
around trying to find them. When you spot one, do the activity five times. Then, 
hide that picture for someone else to find.♥

carefully in the future (take a break before 
proofing, read backward).

Celebrate hard work
Have your youngster find natural 

motivators when he is faced with a big 
job. For instance, he may plan to read a 
new mystery he’s been looking forward 
to after finishing a challenging book for 
school. Or you might let him organize a 
fun family activity that’s related to his sci-
ence project—perhaps a visit to a cavern 
if his experiment involves minerals.♥

Sponsored by your School Community Council
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Q: Our New Year’s resolution is to 
spend more time together as a 
family. Do you have any sugges-

tions for getting our daughters on board?

A: Try letting each girl pick one special 
event a month for your family to do, 
such as a winter nature walk 
or a kite-flying festival. She 
could plan the activity 
and be in charge for 
the day. For ideas, 
look at calendars 
from the library or the 
parks and recreation 
department.

Also, look for ways to carve out small 
amounts of time. If you know you won’t 
be able to eat dinner as a family, pick a 
different meal to eat together that day. Do 
errands cooperatively, and try to add an 
element of fun. For example, divide your 
grocery list in half, break into teams at 

the store, and see who can 
get their items first.

Finally, post family 
plans (“Pancake breakfast 
on Sunday,” “Craft night 
at the library”) to get your 

daughters excited about 
what’s ahead.♥

Resolve to find family time 

Speak out about bullying
It can take courage for your youngster to ask for 

help when she or a classmate is bullied. Here are 
ways to reassure her that it’s okay to speak up.

To start a conversation…“What have you heard in 
school about bullying?” Simply opening the lines of 
communication may make your child feel comfort-
able coming to you if she witnesses bullying or is a vic-
tim of it herself. If she doesn’t have much to say, you could 
talk about what you’ve heard or relate situations you encoun-
tered as a youngster.

If she is bullied… 
“I’m glad you told me. 
Let’s decide how I can 
support you.” Chil-
dren who are bullied 
may feel helpless. 
Discuss options 
so your youngster 

feels more in control. 
Would she be okay with 

your talking to her teacher? 
Does she want to meet with 

the school counselor?

When a classmate is bullied…“What could you do to 
help?” Together, brainstorm ideas. Have her think about 
where the bullying takes place. She might ask the child to 
play with her at recess or sit with her on the bus or at lunch. 
Or she could walk with her classmate to tell an adult about 
what happened.♥

Teach me! 
My son recently had what 

I thought was an unusual homework assign-

ment. He had to study for a science quiz by

teaching me the material, and I was supposed

to write a sentence about what I learned.

It turned out to be interesting and helpful

for both of us. I learned something new—about

how sound travels better through solid objects than through liquids or gases—

and my son earned a good grade on his quiz. We realized that talking it through in

his own words was a good way for him to study. Also, I think it boosted his confi-

dence to be able to teach me something I didn’t know.

Now instead of asking what he learned in school, I sometimes have him teach

it to me. If he struggles to explain it, that’s a clue for him to go back and study

more, then try again.♥

Think like a historian
Does your child know that history 

isn’t just something that happened a 
long time ago? In fact, history is made 
every day. Let him be a historian with 
this activity.

Find and document
Have him pay 

attention to history-
making events like 
“firsts” (his little broth-
er’s first steps), unusual 
occurrences (the decade’s biggest snow-
fall), or significant changes (moving to a 
new house). Encourage him to document 
each event by writing about it or making 
audio or video recordings.

Analyze and predict
Like a historian, he should analyze 

why the event is important and what we 
might learn from it. He might say, “We 
normally get a dusting of snow in our 
state, but this week we got six inches,” 
and “Now we know how snow drifts 
when the wind blows.”

Idea: Let your youngster share his 
historical “document” with your family 
by reading aloud what he wrote or play-
ing his recording.♥
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