
  

Our guiding principle continues to be ensuring schools are a safe place for students 

and staff. 

As COVID-19 is a continually developing situation, the guidelines, Division and 

school plans may be updated and adjusted depending on the impact of COVID-19 and 

the feedback of education partners in our province prior to the beginning of the school 

year.  

The school plan template is based on the Ministry’s Safe Schools Plan and uses the 

eight categories from the provincial plan as a framework for school-level planning. 

 

A COMMON QUESTION FROM PEOPLE WE HAVE BEEN SPEAKING 

WITH IS, “WHAT HAPPENS IF KIDS/STAFF PRESENT WITH 

SYMPTOMS OR ARE SICK AT SCHOOL?” AT WALDHEIM SCHOOL 

WE WILL FOLLOW THE   COVID-19 Illness in Care Protocol and 

Appendix B 

 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2020/august/04/safe-school-plan
https://www.spiritsd.ca/files/app/432%20Illness%20in%20Care%20-%20COVID-19%20Illness%20in%20Care%20Protocols.pdf
https://www.spiritsd.ca/files/app/432%20Illness%20in%20Care%20-%20COVID-19%20Illness%20in%20Care%20Protocols.pdf
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Safe Attendance   
Safe Attendance focuses on the health of students and staff before and while they are 
at school. If students or staff are ill, they should remain at home.  

If students or staff members become ill while at school, schools will ensure that they 
are properly isolated from the rest of the school until they are able to leave.  

 

At Waldheim School, we are committed to: 
 Sharing our back to school plan with all of our families through a variety of channels on or 

before September 4th  
 Working with our families during the weeks of August 24-28 and August 31-September 4 

to update all of our information regarding our students medical and emergency contact 
information 

 Communicating with our families on a regular basis through a variety of channels, 
including telephone, e-mail, our school website, Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

 Self-screening measures that use the Prairie Spirit Screening Tool found at 
spiritsd.ca/COVID 

 Two designated isolation rooms that are safe, secure and supervised. These rooms, 
numbers 102 and 121, are both situated close to exterior doors for safety and convenience 
reasons 

 Providing a Designated School Official (DSO). For Waldheim School, our DSO is Mr. 
Mellesmoen or his designate if he is not available. 

 The use of PPE, including face masks, face shields, and nitrile gloves when required.  
 Supporting our students in grades 4 to 12 in the use of face masks when physical 

distancing is not possible.  
 Increased hallway supervision by Mr. Mellesmoen and Mr. Reis through the use of mobile 

work stations. 
 Following the steps for contacting parents and Public Health in the event of a student or 

staff member showing symptoms of COVID-19. 
 Providing alternative arrangements for in-class instruction if a teacher develops symptoms 

consistent with COVID-19 (note: classes will not be cancelled if a teacher develops 
symptoms, there will be alternate arrangements) 

 Creating and updating classroom seating plans 
 Dedicated entrances/exits for student cohorts that will minimize the movement of 

students within the building during the day 
 Dedicated washrooms for students based on grade (K to 6 to use rooms 132 & 134, 7 to 12 

to use rooms 101 & 103, PSSD employees to use rooms 109 & 111) 
 Providing extra technology to classrooms to alleviate the need to take students to the 

computer lab.   
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Safe Transportation  
Safe Transportation focuses on the 
safe movement of students to and 
from school. Where possible, the 

Ministry is encouraging parents to transport their 
own children to and from school.  

School divisions are to follow the Re-Open 
Saskatchewan guidelines:  

• assign seats and a record of this seating plan on 
school buses; 

• students who live in the same household should 
be seated together; 

• partitions around drivers can be considered; 
and, 

• cleaning and sanitation of buses or other 
vehicles used to transport students is required 
between each run. 

 

At Waldheim School, we are committed to: 
 Utilizing all 6 of our entry/exit points for 

our students. Our entrances will be clearly 
marked to help students navigate safely. 
Information regarding which doors to use 
will be shared with families on or before 
September 4th  

 Working with our bus drivers to create 
seating and behaviour plans for their 
students. These plans will be shared with 
the families they work with. Any 
updates/changes to these plans will be 
shared with the office 

 Monitoring the bus drop off/pick up zones 
to ensure students can be physically 
distanced. Students riding PSSD buses will 
be required to wear a mask and follow the 
seating plan and behaviour plan 

 Working with our students who ride the bus 
to make sure they understand the drop-
off/pick-up practices 
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Safe Access 
Safe Access focuses on the daily flow of students and staff within the building. Safe 
access includes school-level considerations such as:  

• dedicated entrances; staggered start times; and, 

• controlled flow of students, staff, guests/visitors in common areas. 

 

At Waldheim School, we are committed to: 
 Utilizing all 6 of our entry/exit points for our students. Our entrances will be clearly 

marked to help students navigate safely. Information regarding which doors to use will be 
shared with families on or before September 4th  

 Welcoming our students at 8:40 am with open doors allowing students to ‘trickle in’ as 
they arrive 

 Bringing our students into the school from the playground in a coordinated/safe manner 
through the assigned entrances 

 Having our K to 6 students begin/end 5 minutes prior to our 7 to 12 students to reduce the 
traffic in and around the building 

 Creating spaces in our classrooms for students’ belongings as hallway lockers will not be 
available for student use at this time 

 Using the 4-quarter system to regulate the flow of students through the school day and 
limit the number of teachers they work with during the day 

 Allowing students with spares to either leave campus or remain with their cohort 
 Promoting and practicing the use of non-physical greetings (i.e. ‘air-fives’) 
 Creating alternate ways to meet with parents/guardians. These could include video 

conferencing, phone calls, meeting off campus if feasible 
 Posting clear signage at our entrance outlining guidelines for accessing the school 
 Ensuring access to hand sanitizer is available at the entrance/exit points 
 Communicating with community members regarding the availability of school-based 

areas (i.e. gymnasium) 
 Working with Waldheim Pre-School program to limit their access to the school playground 
 Not booking parent volunteers, guest speakers/performers for the first six weeks of school 
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Safe Facilities  
Safe Facilities focuses on the cleaning and sanitation of school buildings.  

Schools have been asked to increase sanitation measures and continue to promote 
proper hygiene practices. This includes the availability of hand sanitizer wherever 
possible and establishing clear protocols for bringing supplementary school materials, 
such as backpacks and school supplies, in and out of schools.  

Schools will work to ensure that particular attention is given to the increased cleaning and sanitation 
of high-touch surfaces.  

 

At Waldheim School, we are committed to: 
 Teaching hygiene practices during the first week of school, and monitoring thereafter 
 Communicating with parents that Health Canada approved hand sanitizer should be 

brought to school by the students 
 Teaching students the importance and techniques of proper hand hygiene and sanitizing 
 Setting up classrooms that ensure front facing instruction and appropriate physical 

distancing 
 Having students from grades K to 6 use washrooms #132/134 (across from Home Ec lab) 

only 
 Having students from grades 7 to 12 use washrooms #101/103 (beside gymnasium) only 
 Meeting with members of PSSD facilities department on Monday, August 31st to receive 

training on proper cleaning techniques/timing.  
 Creating safe spaces for students to store their personal belongings during the day by 

removing unnecessary items from classrooms (i.e. couches, decorative shelves, etc.) 
 Limiting the material students need to bring to school through the use of the 4-quarter 

system for students in grades 10 to 12 
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Safe Classroom/Common Spaces 
Safe Classrooms focuses on the measures to ensure the safe sharing of space in the 
classroom between students and staff.  

These measures include: increased personal sanitation measures and proper hygiene 
practices; and minimizing contact among students and staff, as much as possible. 

 

 

At Waldheim School, we are committed to: 
 Following up with families of our students who are not attending by September 8th, to 

develop a plan to ensure learning opportunities for all students. Communication can come 
from the classroom teacher if needed. 

 Assessing all students registered at Waldheim School, regardless of the learning situation 
we are currently in. Grading will remain that same as previous years. For our high school 
classes, we will send out new reporting dates based on our quarter system. 

 Using SeeSaw as a learning platform for our Kindergarten to Grade 3 classes and Google 
classroom for our Grade 4 to 12 classes. Other options to supplement access to learning 
may be provided through these platforms. 

 Communicating with families the needs that they have in order to access learning if they 
are required to learn from home or outside of the school. 

 Limiting the number of teachers working with our students. Other than Phys Ed, students 
will remain with their teacher for the day. Transitions will be scheduled to ensure that 
students have access to washrooms while remaining in with their cohort. If there is an 
emergency, Mr. Mellesmoen or Mr. Reis will be available to help our students. 

 A quarter schedule for our Grade 10-12 students. This will limit the amount of transitions 
throughout the day. We will schedule in whole class body breaks where students can 
move through out the school with there cohort. 

 Having classrooms that are set up to have students properly socially distanced and where 
distancing is not an option, students will be required to wear masks.  

 Having 3 morning recess times to keep students within their cohort. A schedule for use of 
the play structure will also be created. 

 Providing a safe space for students to eat their lunch. We ask that if possible, students go 
home for lunch or leave the campus. If this is not an option, students will be asked to eat 
lunch in their classroom. 

o For Kindergarten to Grade 6, a recess rotation has been set up for 3 groups to 
allow for a body break outside and adequate time to eat their lunch. 

o We have schedules for Grade 7-12 to access the gym and computer lab, but access 
to these areas may not be available so caretaking staff can properly sanitize these 
areas. 

o Students in Grades 10-12 will be required to eat lunch in their period 3 classroom. 
We have scheduled 

 
 At this time our food servery will be closed to students as well our Milk Program will be 

put on hold. Food will not be shared by students. 
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 Having quality Physical Education programs that teach students the benefits of activity, 
focusing on individual wellness and growth in areas outside of the school and in the 
community.  

 At this time, there will be no access to the School Library 
 At this time there will be no travel between schools. Hepburn and Laird will not be coming 

to Waldheim School for PAA classes. Arrangements are being made on how best to offer 
these learning opportunities to the students of these schools. 
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Safe Supports 
Safe Supports focuses on the protocols in place to support the learning needs of 
intensive needs/immune-compromised students, as well as protocols in place to 
support the mental health of staff and students. 

  

At Waldheim School, we are committed to: 
 Working with families who have students with intensive needs. 

o SERTs will contact families by September 4th, 2020. They will consult with families 
and create plans to best meet the needs of these students as they re-enter our 
care. Working with Division personal, school Administration, SERTs and EA’s 
proper procedures will be reviewed and changed if needed. If safe programming 
can not be available for our students with intensive needs, this may delay their 
return to the school. 

 
 Providing appropriate PPE for staff and students that allow everyone to be safe and 

offering opportunities for all our students to learn. Example is clear masks for teachers 
who have students who are hard of hearing. 
 

 Students who access our Learning Support Services will be using Room 121 at Waldheim 
School. 
 

 Providing a welcoming place for all students to attend, understanding the current 
situation and that students have been away from the building since the middle of March.  
 

o Staff will reach out to families to address the needs their children may have with 
their return to school. We will have a “Soft Start” where ½ the students will attend 
Sept. 8th and Sept. 10th. The other half will attend Sept. 9th and Sept. 11th.  

 
 Communicating with families consistently to ensure the well being of the students. 
 Supporting students and staff well being, with our new school counsellor, Jennifer Allcock, 

who will be at the school on Mondays and Wednesdays. 
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Safe Activities  
Safe Activities focuses on the protocols and policies governing group activities 
including:  

• extra-curricular club activities; participation in athletic events/competitions; and, 

• school assemblies  

 

At Waldheim School, we are committed to: 
 Providing safe, socially distanced options to keep students active during the day 

o These include unstructured play opportunities such as recess and body breaks. 
These will be scheduled by the school to ensure that students remain in their 
cohort but have the opportunity to be outside. Rotations will be set up for the play 
structures to ensure students are socially distanced and we meet the required 
guidelines set out by Saskatchewan Health Authority. 

o Structured opportunities such as Phys Ed classes will be outside as much as 
possible. Individual Movement Patterns and individual wellness will be taught as 
much as possible. Proper sanitization will occur on equipment at the completion of 
a class. At this time, students will not be allowed to share equipment.  

o At this time, in all Prairie Spirit School Division Schools, all extra-curricular 
activities are put on hold.  
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Safe Alternatives  
Safe Alternatives focuses on the contingency plans to ensure the continuation of education in a safe 
learning environment. There are four levels of education delivery:  

Level 1: Primary and Secondary Educational Guidelines – As close to “normal” as possible, with 
some additional measures.  

Level 2: will involve mask usage as determined by the Chief Medical Health Officer.  

Level 3: will involve reducing classroom capacity. This may include establishing 
cohorts and hybrid learning models as considerations.  

Level 4: would take us back to suspending in-class learning and moving back to a 
similar model we saw this past spring, with divisions working at the local level to ensure learning 
continues. In this model, school would continue to be mandatory, albeit remotely. 

These levels would be put in place by Saskatchewan’s Chief Medical Officer and we will continue to 
work closely with him, and his team, on all Safe Saskatchewan planning. 

Prairie Spirit announced a move to Level 2 on August 12. 

At this level, masks will be required for students in Grades 4 through 12 where physical distancing is 
not possible (e.g., hallways and buses). Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 3 students are encouraged to 
wear masks. Prairie Spirit staff members will be expected to wear masks when social distancing is 
not possible. Please see the communication to Prairie Spirit families, dated August 12. 

 

At Waldheim School, we are committed to: 
 Communicate with students and families using multiple social media options – School 

Website, Email, Facebook and Instagram (@waldheimschooloffice) 
 Contacting registered families who have not attended by September 15, 2020 
 Creating Blended Learning opportunities for all students who are unable to attend school 

and our registered at Waldheim School 
 Blended Learning which will allow students the opportunity to have access to the teacher 

and what they are teaching while in the building and away from it if necessary. 
 Meeting the requirements of the Saskatchewan Provincial Curriculum  
 Providing support for families who may not have the technology to access Blended 

Learning opportunities when and if it is needed 
 Dedicating our adult learning focus to grow as educators as we transition to Blended 

Learning  

https://www.spiritsd.ca/files/docs/2020-08-12-Letter-to-Prairie-Spirit-families.pdf

